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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ONE-DAY REGIONAL WORKSHOP (SECOND 
EDITION) ON RECENT ADVANCES IN ENVIRONMENTAL AND FORESTRY 
LAWS, WITH A SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON THE OIL, PETROLEUM, AND GAS 

SECTOR HELD ON 23.01.2025, IN SHILLONG 
 

 
1. OVERVIEW OF THE WORKSHOP: The Second Edition of the Northeast Regional 

Workshop on recent advances in Environmental and Forest Laws, with a special focus on the 

Oil and Gas Sector, was held on 23rd January, 2025, at the State Convention Centre, Pine 

Wood Hotel, Shillong. The workshop was organized by the Ministry of Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change (MoEF& CC) Regional Office (RO), Shillong, in collaboration with the 

Society for Petroleum Professionals (SPP). The workshop was managed by Social Friendly 

Management Pvt. Ltd and hosted jointly by OIL & ONGC. The workshop aimed to build on 

the success of the inaugural workshop that was held in October, 2019. The First Edition, 

primarily addressed the challenges faced by oil and gas operators in securing Environmental 

Clearance (EC) and Forest Clearance (FC) for Oil & Gas Exploration and Production (E&P) 

activities by various Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) and private companies operated in the 

North-East Region (NER).  

The event was graced by Dr. Amandeep Garg, IAS, Additional Secretary, 

MoEF&CC, as the Chief Guest, and Ms. Imtienla Ao, IFS, DDG (Central), Regional Office, 

Shillong was the Chairperson. To facilitate the smooth and efficient conduct of the workshop, 

Dr. H. Tynsong, Scientist E, was designated as the Nodal Officer on behalf of MoEF&CC, 

RO, Shillong and Shri Joydev Lahiri, General Secretary of SPP, undertook the significant 
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responsibility of serving as the Convenor and Nodal Officer representing SPP. Their 

dedication, meticulous coordination, and contributions were instrumental in ensuring the 

success of the event and fostering meaningful deliberations. 

            A key recommendation from the 1st Edition of the workshop was to authorize 

Regional Offices to approve FC for Oil and Gas (O&G) in exploration and production (E&P) 

projects involving land areas up to 5 ha. This proposal was later incorporated into the Forest 

Conservation Rules, 2022, published in the official Gazette on 28th June, 2022, streamlining 

the approval process to reduce procedural delays. However, the introduction of the Van 

(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 2023, effective from 1st December, 2023, 

nullified the Forest Conservation Rules, 2022 and reversed these streamlined provisions. This 

regulatory shift reintroduced complexities in the FC approval process, posing new challenges 

for O&G E&P operators of NER. Recognizing these issues and other recommendations 

which are yet to be accepted/implemented by MoEFCC, N. Delhi made in the First Edition, 

the Second Edition of the Workshop was convened. 

The workshop brought together a distinguished panel of stakeholders, including 

Central and State Government Officials, Industry Experts, Environmental Scientists, and 

Hydrocarbon Professionals, to discuss the evolving regulatory landscape and its impact on 

the operation of O&G E&P operators. The panel discussions focused on key unresolved 

matters, particularly the classification of oil and gas extraction under forest regulations—

whether it should be categorized as "Mining" or "Non-Mining" activity. While the final 

decision on this classification remains pending, interim regulatory solutions were explored to 

maintain operational continuity while ensuring compliance with environmental and forest 

regulations. The discussions emphasized the importance of ongoing collaboration between 

stakeholders and the government to ensure a regulatory framework that balances 

environmental conservation with industry needs. The workshop also served as an educational 

platform, helping industry participants understand the implications of the Van (Sanrakshan 

Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 2023, and other recent policy changes. 

Attended by key representatives from the MoEF&CC, State Forest Departments, State 

Pollution Control Boards, Scientific Departments, leading oil and gas corporations, and other 

regulatory bodies, the workshop provided a forum to discuss the latest developments 

affecting O&G and E&P activities in the NER.  

The Second Edition of the workshop highlighted the growing importance of 

sustainable energy practices and regulatory compliance in Northeast India's hydrocarbon 

sector. Aligned with India's Hydrocarbon Vision, 2030 for the region, the event facilitated 

constructive dialogue between industry leaders and policymakers, striving to achieve a 
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balance between economic growth and environmental stewardship. By addressing critical 

environmental and regulatory challenges, the workshop reaffirmed its commitment to 

fostering a sustainable and responsible energy future for the region and the nation. 

 
2. PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND EDITION ONE-DAY REGIONAL 

WORKSHOP: The workshop commenced with the registration and welcome of participants 

and delegates, followed by the formal recognition of dignitaries. Next, the documentary film 

"North East – The Birthplace of the Indian Petroleum Industry," produced by M/S Social 

Friendly Management Pvt Ltd, was screened. The film showcased the Northeast region's key 

role in shaping India’s petroleum industry and the socio-economic effects of hydrocarbon 

development in the region. This is followed with speeches, presentations, discussions from 

different speakers, and the recommendations shared at the end of the panel discussion, as 

outlined below: 

 
2.1.WELCOME SPEECH BY THE CHAIRPERSON, MS. IMTIENLA AO, IFS, 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FORESTS (CENTRAL), RO, SHILLONG: Ms. 

Imtienla Ao welcomed all participants to the workshop and wished them a Happy New Year 

2025. She highlighted the Northeast region’s historical significance as the birthplace of 

India’s oil industry over 130 years ago and emphasized the vital role of oil, petroleum, and 

gas in the country’s economic growth. She called for collaboration between regulatory and 

user agencies, viewing all stakeholders as partners in development and conservation. Ms. Ao 

encouraged meaningful dialogue to address concerns, find solutions, and align with 

environmental and social priorities. She also outlined the key discussion points for the panel 

session, including the contentious issue of categorizing Oil & Gas in Exploration & 

Production (E&P) under the Environmental Clearance (EC) industry category, while Forest 

Clearance (FC) is classified under mining, despite the Solicitor General of India and 

Advocate General of Tripura's legal opinions. Finally, she reviewed the status of 

recommendations from the First Workshop Edition and presented its status of 

action/implementation as under: 

 
Sl. No. Recommendation Status of implementation 

1 Oil & Gas Extraction activities should be treated as 
non-mining activity under FC Act  

Action awaited  

2 FC should not be linked with the EC, as grant of EC 
is kept on hold till Stage-I approval is granted  

Not possible to implement as 
per Supreme Court’s Order  

3 MoEF&CC should have separate provisions and 
guidelines on FC to Oil & Gas E&P activities  

Action awaited  
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4 

Digitized Map for Forest and Wildlife areas in NE, 
may be made available to the Public in Public 
Domain for easy access and convenient of proactive 
for User Agencies  

 
Action awaited  

 
5 

Based on latest satellite imaginary, status of declared 
Protected Areas (PAs)/RFs in the Northeastern States, 
where ground reality has changed over the period of 
time since after their Notifications may be reviewed  

 
Action awaited  

 
 
 
 
6 

 
 
For Mining Proposals up to 5 ha of forest lands, 
clearance under FC Act by MoEF&CC may be 
delegated to Regional Office instead of present 
practice of its approval from Central Govt, which is 
a very lengthy and time-consuming process  

Power delegated through 
Forest (Conservation) Rules, 
2022 published on 
28.06.2022 has been revoked 
with publication of Van 
(Sanrakshan Evam 
Samvardhan) Rules, 2023 
notified through Gazette on 
29.11.2023 and made 
effective from 01.12.2023  

 
7 

FC Act shouldn’t be applicable for accessing 
reservoir at 3-4 Km depth using ERD technology, 
where breaking of Forest Land is not involved  

FC exempted vide OM dtd 
12.09.2023 for RFs and not 
beneath PA and ESZ areas  

 
8 

Seismic survey in ESZ/PA areas were permitted 
earlier but, in some cases, survey is not permitted at 
present. Further clarification is required  

Under new FC Regulation, 
approval from SC-NBWL 
required for Seismic survey 
in PAs  

 
 
9 

Wildlife Division to reinstate its guidelines dtd 
26.09.2014 which advises State Forest Directorate 
not to handle proposals for 10 km ESZ areas, as 
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 is not applicable  

 
Action awaited  

10 Oil & Gas E&P activities are not to be prohibited in 
final/draft site specific ESZ notifications  

Yet to be considered 

 
11 

Separate Form may be introduced for proposals 
executed in 10 Km ESZ area instead of using the 
same Form used for proposals executed inside PAs  

 
Action awaited  

 
12 

North-Eastern States to consider for holding State 
Wildlife Board meetings quarterly in order to avoid 
delay in getting approval for the projects from SC-
NBWL  

 
No improvement so far 

 
 

13 

Rules and Regulations framed for Exploration & 
Development activities should be different and some 
relaxation should be given in the case of Exploration, 
since the activity is purely temporary in nature  

Implemented 
Exploration activities are 
brought under B2 category 
vide gazette notification dtd 
16.01.2020  

 
 

14 

Condition such as making approach road to be made 
pucca to minimize generation of suspended dust may not 
be necessary in the case of Exploratory drilling, since the 
activity is purely temporary in nature. The condition can 
be imposed only for Development drilling 

  
 
Yet to be considered 
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15 

Monitoring of CSR activities carried out by projects 
may be entrusted to concerned State Government 
Department such as Social Welfare Dept  

 
Being implemented  

16 NOC from CGWA may be required before any 
drilling operation  

Being implemented  

 
17 

Condition stipulated in all ECs related to 
‘Subsidence Study’ and ‘ Infra-Red Camera’ is to be 
reconsidered  

 
Yet to be considered 

 
 

18 

Project Proponents of Oil & Gas sector should 
undertake research activities :  
a) To ascertain if any impact being caused by 
emission, gas flaring, fugitive emissions and other 
pollutants on the surrounding forests 
b) Effect of Oil Refinery / Petrochemicals/ GGS 
effluent on aquatic organisms  

 
 
Being implemented  

 
19 

 
Non-availability of TSDF Facilities in North-East 
Region to be addressed to  

Coming up soon in 
Ghoramara, Dibrugarh, 
Assam– EC granted to 
Mumbai Waste Management 
Ltd, Hyderabad on 
14.10.2024 

 
 
2.2. INTRODUCTION OF SOCIETY FOR PETROLEUM PROFESSIONALS (SPP) 

BY SHRI YASH MALIK, PRESIDENT: Shri Malik highlighted the urgent need for India 

to fully explore its untapped hydrocarbon potential to meet the country's growing energy 

demands. He advocated for granting “National Importance” status to Oil & Gas projects, 

drawing parallels with countries like Saudi Arabia, Russia, and the U.S., where such projects 

are designated as “National Security Projects” due to their critical role in economic stability 

and energy security. He further recommended the reclassification of Oil & Gas exploration 

and production activities, moving them out of the mining category, to streamline and expedite 

the approval and clearance processes. In conclusion, Shri Malik expressed his sincere 

gratitude to the organizers for arranging the workshop and invited the esteemed dignitaries 

present to join the Society for Petroleum Professionals (SPP) in order to further strengthen 

collaborative efforts in the sector. 

 

 
2.3. KEY/PAIN POINT ISSUES OF ONGC PRESENTED BY SHRI T.K. 

MATHURIYA, ED, BASIN MANAGER, ONGC, JORHAT: The key highlights of Shri 

Mathuriya’s presentation are summarized below: 
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i. Statutory Clearance Related Issues: A significant challenge in the oil and gas sector is 

the prolonged timelines involved in obtaining key statutory clearances. These delays affect 

project timelines, often hindering progress and efficiency. The process of securing 

Environmental Clearances (EC), Forest Clearances (FC), and Wildlife Clearances (WLC) 

often extends beyond reasonable expectations, creating bottlenecks in the exploration and 

production phases. These approvals are essential for ensuring that energy projects are 

environmentally sustainable and socially responsible. However, lengthy waiting periods for 

these clearances mean that a considerable amount of time is lost, which could otherwise be 

used for actual exploration and development. Additionally, the exploration blocks granted by 

the government typically have limited validity periods, ranging from 3 to 4 years. However, 

the majority of this period is consumed by the time-consuming process of obtaining the 

necessary statutory approvals, rather than actual exploration activities. This mismatch 

between the validity period and clearance timelines leads to inefficiency, with stakeholders 

often having to request extensions and face delays in project progress. This issue requires 

immediate attention to streamline the process, allowing for a more efficient, time-bound 

approach to exploration and production. 

 

ii. Compensatory Afforestation: Another significant hurdle in the process of obtaining 

statutory approvals is the delay in the identification and allotment of land for compensatory 

afforestation, a critical requirement for securing forest clearance (FC). According to 

regulations, if any forest land is diverted for non-forest use (like oil and gas exploration), 

compensatory afforestation must be carried out to balance the environmental impact. 

However, delays in the allocation of suitable land for these afforestation projects create a 

bottleneck in the forest clearance process. This delay not only hampers the timely 

commencement of exploration and production activities but also has broader environmental 

implications, as the compensatory afforestation plays a crucial role in maintaining the 

ecological balance. 

 

iii. Wildlife Clearance Issues: Wildlife clearance remains a contentious issue in regions 

where exploration blocks fall within or near protected areas, reserve forests, or wildlife 

habitats. A prominent example of this issue is the non-granting of wildlife clearance for areas 

within the Bhairabnagar Conservation Reserve in Tripura. This area was notified as a 

conservation reserve after the exploration block was awarded, creating a conflict between 

conservation objectives and development plans. As a result, the exploration activities in this 

region have been hindered due to the inability to obtain the necessary wildlife clearance, even 
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though the area was not previously a conservation reserve when the block was allocated. This 

situation reflects the challenges of reconciling environmental protection with the demand for 

energy development, highlighting the need for more effective coordination and alignment 

between conservation efforts and developmental projects. 

 

iv. Unexplored High-Potential Blocks: The Assam Shelf and Nagaland region are home to 

some of the most high-potential oil and gas blocks in the country. However, these blocks 

remain unexplored primarily due to socio-political hurdles, notably the ongoing disputes 

between the states of Assam and Nagaland over the Disputed Area Belt (DAB). The DAB, 

which lies along the border of these two states, has created tensions and legal complexities, 

effectively preventing exploration activities in these high-value areas. The lack of clear 

demarcation of boundaries and jurisdictional conflicts between the states has led to delays in 

the award of exploration rights, further exacerbating the difficulty in accessing these rich 

hydrocarbon reserves. The socio-political challenges in this region require urgent resolution 

through dialogue and consensus-building between the involved states to ensure that 

exploration can proceed without further disruption. 

 

In conclusion, he said that prolonged statutory clearances, delays in compensatory 

afforestation, challenges related to wildlife clearance, and socio-political conflicts require 

immediate reforms. Streamlining processes, enhancing inter-agency coordination, and 

fostering better communication between regulatory bodies and the government can 

significantly reduce delays and improve the efficiency of the oil and gas exploration and 

production industry. These changes will not only benefit the oil sector but also contribute to a 

more balanced approach that aligns economic growth with environmental sustainability. 

 
2.4 SPEECH BY SHRI SALOMA YAMDO, DIRECTOR (E&D), OIL INDIA LTD: 

Shri Saloma Yamdo, in his address, highlighted India’s ambitious energy goals, including the 

mandate to reduce oil imports by 10% and achieve net-zero emissions by 2040. These targets 

reflect the nation's commitment to addressing climate change while balancing energy 

demands and economic growth. However, Yamdo pointed out that while 99% of offshore 

areas in India are open for exploration, significant challenges persist in onshore oil and gas 

production, particularly due to the complex environmental and regulatory landscape. To 

address these challenges, Yamdo proposed a bold yet strategic approach. One of his key 

suggestions was allowing Extended Reach Drilling (ERD) beneath protected areas such as 

Dibru Saikhowa National Park. ERD is an advanced drilling technique that enables access to 
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underground resources from a surface location far from the protected area. This method could 

minimize the surface-level environmental impact, making it possible to tap into valuable 

reserves without disturbing fragile ecosystems. Such a move would require careful 

consideration of environmental safeguards and technological advancements to ensure that 

exploration is done responsibly. 

 

Additionally, Yamdo recommended streamlining policies for pipeline maintenance to 

ensure timely upkeep and operational efficiency. The timely maintenance of pipelines is 

critical for sustaining the flow of oil and gas, preventing leaks, and ensuring the safety of 

surrounding environments. By optimizing policies in this area, India could improve its 

operational efficiencies, reduce costs, and maintain a more resilient energy infrastructure. 

 

In conclusion, while there are significant hurdles to overcome in meeting energy goals 

and ensuring environmental protection, Yamdo’s suggestions offer a balanced path forward. 

By leveraging advanced technology like ERD and streamlining operational policies, India can 

move closer to achieving its long-term goals of reducing oil imports and attaining net-zero 

emissions by 2040, all while ensuring the sustainable use of its natural resources. 

 
 
2.5. KEY/PAIN POINT ISSUES OF OIL PRESENTED BY SMT. MALLIKA 

BARUAH SARMA, ED (HSE & ESG), OIL: Smt. Mallika addressed critical concerns 

regarding the balance between environmental conservation and operational efficiency in 

India’s energy sector, particularly in relation to the Dehing Patkai National Park and Bherjan 

Borajan Podumoni Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS). These areas, vital for the country’s 

biodiversity, have been significantly impacted by the delay in the notification of Site-Specific 

Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZ), affecting 113 and 412 locations, respectively. This delay has 

complicated the clearance process for various development projects, thereby stalling potential 

economic activities and conservation initiatives that are meant to work in harmony. 

 

Smt. Mallika underscored the importance of updating the Know Your Approval 

(KYA) Database in the Parivesh Portal to include Arunachal Pradesh's unclassified state 

forests, which would improve project planning and expedite approval processes. A more 

efficient and up-to-date database would ensure that developers and government bodies can 

make informed decisions, helping to balance forest conservation with infrastructural and 

industrial growth. 



Page 9 of 35 
 

 

On the issue of Naharkatia- Barauni pipeline maintenance, she raised an urgent need to 

extend the timeline for emergency repairs of pipelines within forest areas. Currently, the 

repair timeline is set at 3 months, which is insufficient for complex maintenance activities. 

She proposed extending this period to 6 months to avoid unnecessary delays, particularly for 

pipelines falling under the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980. 

Additionally, Smt. Mallika called for an exemption of Forest Clearance (FC) and Wildlife 

Sanctuary (WLS) clearances for pipelines laid during the 1960s, before the enactment of the 

Forest Conservation Act, 1980 and the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, stating that these 

older pipelines should not be subjected to the same rigorous standards as modern 

infrastructure. 

Further, Smt. Mallika addressed the operational challenges faced by the energy sector 

due to the lengthy clearance process (2-4 years), which significantly limits the time available 

for exploration and production activities. These delays hinder India’s energy development 

and its goal to reduce dependency on oil imports. In this context, she urged for the 

reconsideration of the Forest Clearance (FC) proposal for Extended Reach Drilling (ERD) 

beneath the Dibru Saikhowa National Park. This proposal, which was rejected in a Forest 

Advisory Committee (FAC) meeting in July 2024, had been denied in light of the Supreme 

Court's directive prohibiting mining activities inside Protected Area and within 1 km of any 

Protected Area. Smt. Mallika called for a careful re-evaluation of this decision, suggesting 

that modern drilling techniques like ERD could allow for responsible resource extraction 

without compromising the integrity of protected ecosystems. 

In conclusion, Smt. Mallika's speech made a compelling case for a more efficient and 

flexible regulatory framework that addresses the needs of both conservation and energy 

security. By updating databases, extending repair timelines, and rethinking policy decisions 

like the FC proposal for ERD, India could strike a better balance between preserving its rich 

natural heritage and fostering the development necessary to meet its growing energy 

demands. 

 
2.6. ADDRESS BY SHRI AK MOHANTY, IFS, ADGF (FC), MOEF & CC, NEW 

DELHI (THROUGH VC): Shri Mohanty, in his speech, addressed the operational 

challenges faced by the oil and gas sector in regions with significant forest cover and 

protected areas. He emphasized the importance of improving the Forest Clearance (FC) 

process by urging operators to submit accurate KML files that clearly define all aspects of 

their projects, such as civil infrastructure and boreholes. This would help the Ministry to 
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expedite the clearance process and ensure accurate determination of the required approvals. 

He also stressed the need for operators to avoid proposing projects in No-Go areas, especially 

in protected zones where mining is prohibited, as this often leads to delays after receiving the 

PEL or PML. Additionally, he emphasized the inclusion of approach roads in FC proposals, 

as they are essential to project execution. 

On the subject of Extended Reach Drilling (ERD), Shri Mohanty reaffirmed that 

while ERD is exempt from FC in forest areas, it remains prohibited in Protected Areas due to 

Supreme Court directives prohibiting mining. He also acknowledged concerns raised during 

the interactive session, including: 

i. 24/7 Drilling Operations: Ms. Lily Chawang from ONGC raised the issue of the “No 

drilling after sunset” clause, which hinders continuous operations. Shri Mohanty agreed to 

review the clause to ease operational constraints. 

i. Extended Reach Drilling near Protected Areas: Shri Tralukya Borgohain suggested 

reconsidering ERD in high-potential areas near protected zones, and Shri Mohanty 

confirmed that ERD beneath protected areas is being considered due to its minimal surface 

impact. 

ii. Encroachment Issues: Mrs. Sitanshu from ONGC Tripura highlighted the problem of 

encroachment on diverted forest land. Shri Mohanty noted that such land issues fall under 

the state jurisdiction and require intervention from State Governments for resolution. 

Shri Mohanty’s remarks provided valuable insights into the regulatory challenges and 

the Ministry’s efforts to streamline processes, while also emphasizing the need for 

cooperation between the State and Central Government to resolve land-related issues. 

 
2.7. PRESENTATION ON GOI’S EFFORTS TO FACILITATE O&G E&P 

OPERATORS OF NORTH EAST IN FAST TRACKING THE STATUTORY 

CLEARANCE / APPROVALS FOR THE UPSTREAM E&P ACTIVITIES BY SHRI 

G.L DAS HOD (ENV), DGH: Shri Das outlined several key initiatives taken by the 

Directorate General of Hydrocarbons (DGH) to support the development of the hydrocarbon 

sector in the North Eastern states. One significant step is the provision of a maximum period 

of two years for all awarded Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) blocks, including those 

awarded retrospectively. This extended timeline also applies to future OALP bids, enabling 

more flexibility and time for exploration and development activities. 

Additionally, the creation of the North East Coordination Committee (NECC) has 

been instrumental in fostering collaboration and addressing region-specific challenges related 
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to the oil and gas sector. This committee aims to streamline coordination among various 

stakeholders, including government agencies, operators, and local communities. 

 

To further enhance transparency and access to information, DGH has developed the 

Urja Pragati Portal, which serves as a platform for disseminating details related to energy 

development projects in the region. This portal is expected to improve the flow of 

information and support better decision-making. 

Finally, he concluded by informing that a joint workshops have been organized to 

sensitize both operators and regulatory bodies about the specific needs and challenges in the 

North Eastern states. These workshops facilitate knowledge sharing and help ensure that the 

regulatory frameworks are better suited to the region's unique requirements, fostering 

smoother collaboration between all parties involved. These efforts reflect a strong 

commitment to boosting the region's energy development and addressing its infrastructural 

challenges. 

 

2.8. PRESENTATION ON THE RECENT ADVANCES IN ENVIRONMENT LAWS 

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO OIL, PETROLEUM AND GAS SECTOR BY DR. 

VIMAL KR. HATWAL, MS (INDUSTRY 2) MOEF&CC: Dr. Hatwal provided an 

overview of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006, emphasizing its 

key provisions and significance. He also addressed the issue of Essential Deficiency Slips 

(EDS) issued to the User Agency (UA), stating that a majority of these deficiencies are linked 

to errors in the KML file submitted by the UA. This concern was earlier highlighted by Shri 

A.K. Mohanty, ADG (F), MoEF&CC, who noted that inaccuracies in geospatial data often 

lead to delays in project approvals. The discussion underscored the need for improved 

accuracy in submissions to streamline the environmental clearance process. 

Dr Hatwal also apprised the house about Ministry’s Action Plan for 2025, viz:  Existing 

PARIVESH 2 portal is being upgraded by enabling Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools for 

scrutiny of proposals, Harmonization of the EC conditions, Monitoring and Compliance 

through PARIVESH 2  and a Joint interactive session with oil and gas companies along with 

DGH is proposed in March, 2025 for expediting the EC process 

 
2.9. PRESENTATION ON THE PAIN POINT ISSUES RELATED TO 

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH O&G E&P 

ACTIVITIES IN NER BY SHRI J. LAHIRI, GENERAL SECRETARY, SPP AND 

CONVENOR FOR 1ST & 2ND EDITION OF WORKSHOPS: Shri Lahiri highlighted the 
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need for the Ministry to reconsider Forest Clearance (FC) proposals that were rejected by the 

FC Division/FAC, despite receiving approval from the Standing Committee of the National 

Board for Wildlife (SC-NBWL). He referenced the Supreme Court’s order dated 05.10.2015, 

which empowered the SC-NBWL to approve projects within Protected Areas (PAs) in line 

with the “Goa Foundation Case Judgment” and subsequent rulings on mining activities. His 

remarks emphasized the importance of aligning forest and wildlife clearance processes to 

ensure compliance with legal directives. Some of such proposals are as under: 

i. FC Proposal no FP/AS/MIN/28749/2017 pertaining to Extended Reach Drilling (ERD) 

project of Oil India Limited beneath Dibru-Saikhowa NP in Assam, which has been 

approved by SC-NBWL in its 44th meeting, held on 29.07.2017 and also approved by 

Supreme Court on 07.09.2017 clarifying that Goa Foundation Case Judgement is 

applicable for MLs granted under MMDR Act, 1957 and not applicable for O&G E&P 

activities administrated under Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Act, 1948 

ii. Two FC Proposals FP/TR/MIN/13520/2015 and FP/TR/MIN/13523/2015 of ONGC for 

drilling locations TIDG & TIDC inside Trishna WLS in Tripura,  which has been 

approved by SC-NBWL in its 71st meeting held on 29.12.2022. 

iii. Four FC Proposals FP/TR/MIN/13524/2015, FP/TR/MIN/13525/2015, 

FP/TR/MIN/13527/2015 and FP/TR/MIN/13529/2015 of ONGC for drilling locations 

TIAC, TIDF, TIDE & TIDA inside Trishna WLS in Tripura, which has been approved 

by SC-NBWL in its 65th meeting held on 24.09.2021 after provisional recommendation 

of the same in 52nd meeting of SC-NBWL held on 10.01.2019. In the 52nd meeting SC-

NBWL advised  to obtain legal opinions from Solicitor General of India (SGI) and 

Advocate General of Tripura , whether Extraction of Natural Gas / Oil to be considered 

as ‘Mining’ or not in terms of Hon'ble Supreme Court order dated 04.08.2006 in IA 

1000 in WP (C) No. 202/1995 and SGI vide opinion dtd 14.05.2021 and Advocate 

General of Tripura vide opinion dtd 06.05.2019 confirmed that, Extraction of Natural 

Gas / Oil cannot be considered as ‘Mining’ in terms of Hon'ble Supreme Court order 

dated 04.08.2006 

 

He urged consideration for exempting Forest Clearance (FC) under the Van 

(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980, for ERD projects executed beneath the 

forest surface of Protected Areas (PAs) and their Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs). He requested 

that this exemption align with the Ministry’s Office Memorandum (OM) dated 12.09.2023, 

which already exempts FCs for ERD projects beneath Reserved Forests (RFs). Additionally, 

he clarified that the Supreme Court’s ‘Goa Foundation Case’ judgment dated 21.04.2014, 



Page 13 of 35 
 

which prohibits mining activities inside PAs and within 1 km of their boundaries, does not 

extend to Oil & Gas (O&G) and Exploration & Production (E&P) activities as clarified in 

Supreme Court’s order dtd 07.09.2017 based on CEC’s report dtd 09.05.2016 against IA 

3934 of 2016 and IA 3788 of 2014 in WP(C) no 202 of 1995. Requested Ministry to make 

separate provisions and guidelines for granting Forest Clearance to Oil & Gas E&P projects, 

as requested by the Secretary, MoPNG vide hid DO letter dtd 09.01.2020 to the Secretary, 

MoEF&CC after obtaining due opinion from Department of Legal Affairs. 

 

Shri Lahiri also informed that some changes made in the Van (Sanrakshan Evam 

Samvardhan) Rule, 2023 with respect to previous Forest Conservation Rule, 2022 

increased hurdle in O&G E&P activities which need to revisit as detailed below:  

i. Forest Conservation Rule, 2022 published vide Gazette Notification dtd 28.06.2022 

authorised Regional Offices (ROs) to approve Oil and Gas exploration FC proposals up 

to < 5 ha independently, whereas now all FC proposals are approved from Centre only 

after due deliberation before FAC and with Site Inspection Report (SIR) from ROs. 

ii. Site Inspection Report (SIR) from ROs to be mandated for O&G projects >100 ha area 

only as prevailed earlier instead of SIR for all proposals as per new regulation. The 

same has been suggested as it requires only 2-3 HA forest lands for drilling a well and 

approach road and most of the locations falls in remote forest areas, hence it is not 

realistic for ROs to visit all locations causing delay in approval process. Further, under 

provision of new Regulation, SIR from NO is required in case the area is >100 ha and 

SIR from CF for area >40 ha, hence SIR from ROs for all proposals is not justified.    

iii. Approval of Stage-I FCs becoming null and void if there is delay more than 2 years in 

submitting Stage-I compliance report. This Timeline was increased from 3 yrs to 5 yrs 

vide OM dtd 23.06.2021, need to be reinstated to 5 years.  

The time line of 2 years is not sufficient for submission of Stage-I Compliance report 

after obtaining RoFR Certificate from DC/DMs in compliance to FRA, 2006, PRF 

Notification of CA land, preparation of Wildlife Management Plan in consultation with 

WII, Dehradun followed with its approval from Chief Wildlife Warden of the 

State/UTs and removal of common “Encroachments” problem in NER at Drilling 

locations , where most projects attracts FCs due to 64.2 % forest cover in NER as 

compared to 19.4 % in rest of India. 

iv. The ‘change in Land Use’ can be approved by some/any Govt agency as per decision of 

FAC in its meetings held on 23.04.2019 and 31.07.2019 need to be continued for use of 

forestland diverted during Exploration for re-use of the same land for future 
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developmental activities. Previously, NO(FCA) of the State used to approve the same 

in consultation with RO/REC, which now can be approved from Centre only. 

v. The State Govt., was allowed to grant “Working Permission” prior to grant of the Final 

FC for the Linear Projects after grant of Stage-I FC against deposition of payable 

money towards CA, NPV and cost towards WLMP etc., now the State Govt., can’t 

grant “Working Permission” unless FRA, 2006 is compiled and PRF notification of 

Revenue CA land is completed. Compliance of FRA, 2006 and PRF notification to be 

relaxed else the purpose of ‘Working Permission’ for Linear Project will be defeated. 

vi. 7.5 mtr “Safety Zone” mandated for each individual O&G FC proposals need to be 

Reconsidered/Revoked, as “7.5 mtr Safety Zone around the inner peripheral boundary” 

of the Mining Lease area is applicable for Mining Leases granted under MMDR Act, 

1957 as stipulated in Para 7.9 of the Handbook of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

released by Ministry on 28.03.2019. Hence, 7.5 mtr safety zone mandated vide 

Ministry’s OM dtd 03.11.2023 for each individual O&G E&P FC proposals for PEL as 

well as PML blocks need to be revoked, as PEL & PML areas are never fenced and 

only 1%- 2% of total allotted areas are used for O&G E&P activities.  

vii. O&G seismic survey inside PAs were permitted with permission from Chief Wildlife 

warden of state/UT, under provision of Para 6.4 of Chapter-6 (Part-B) of the Handbook 

of comprehensive guidelines of FCA, 1980 and OM dtd 26.09.2014 need to be 

continued instead of mandating approval from SC-NBWL under provision of Rule 

6.1(5) of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 2023. 

viii. 2% of  “Total Project Cost” towards Wildlife Management Plan (WMP) for all Forest 

Clearances should be considered to the “Proportionate Forest lands involved” for O&G 

E&P projects and not the “Total Project Cost”, like it is considered for Linear Projects 

vide OM dtd 17.01.2023. 

ix. Wildlife Management Plan prepared by the IFS officials of the State Government may 

be accepted for approval by the CWLW without insisting for its approval from WII, 

Dehradun. 

x. FC Proposals getting De-listed automatically after Lapse of 90 days against the EDS 

query raised by the Processing Authority can be Re-listed only by NO (FCA) or IG(FC) 

or DDG(C), RO after submission of on-line request. Re-listing facility may be extended 

to UAs in similar manner such facility available in PARIVESH portal for Re-listing the 

EC Proposals. 

xi. If possible to consider for eliminating PSC introduced for projects > 5 ha area. It may 

help to avoid delays as the ‘Proposal ID’ for Projects > 5 ha are generated only when it 
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is accepted by PSC and Proposal delisted by PSC during Screening of Application can 

be re-listed one time only, after that Fresh FC Proposal to be submitted. 

 

Environment , Forest and Wildlife Clearance related other Pain Point issues highlighted 

by Shri Lahiri are as follows: 

i. Validity of EIA report and Public Hearing (PH) proceeding may be considered for 

increasing to 5 years in place of 3 years as of now- As it takes 4/5 years to obtain 

IPA in NER and by the time IPA is obtained the validity of EIA report and Public 

Hearing (PH) proceeding gets expired resulting to apply afresh for EC 

ii. Timeline for Submission of Stage-I FC within (12+6) months for the ECs 

recommended provisionally may be increased to 5 years considering the trend of IPA 

approval in NER. EC process need to be started afresh on de-novo basis if there is delay 

more than (12+6) months in submitting Stage-I FC (OM dtd 09.09.2011). Such 

requested for consideration as EC Validity has been increased now from 7 years to 10 

years. 

iii. Uniform Consent fee and Grant, Refusal or Cancellation of Consent to Establish or 

Consent to Operate proposed by MoEF & CC vide Draft Gazette Notification GSR 423 

(E) dtd 19.07.2024 needs stakeholder consultation, as the (CF=CI*SF*PIF) calculation 

leads to increase fees 10 times and it authorises SPCBs/PCCs set a consent fee up to 

20% higher than the estimated fee, based on local environmental issues. 

iv. 10 Km ESZ area continuing for more than last one and half decades since December, 

2006 for 8 PAs in Assam & Arunachal Pradesh. The draft Notifications yet to be 

Published for 5 cases in Assam and Final/Draft notification in 3 cases in Arunachal 

Pradesh. MoEF&CC may consider as a stop gap measures, to implement CEC’s 

recommendation dtd 20th September, 2012 against IA-1000 of 2003, which 

recommends ESZ areas varying from 100 mtr to 2 Km depending upon the size of the 

PA. 

ESZ Notifications Pending for PAs in Assam: (Dihing- Patkai) NP , [Bherjan– 

Borjan– Podumoni] WLS , (Nambor-Doigurung) WLS , Nambor WLS  and Garampani 

WLS 

ESZ Notifications Pending for PAs in Arunachal Pradesh: D. Ering Memorial 

(Lali) WLS  , Namdhapa Tiger Reserve and Kamlang WLS 

v. Separate Procedures to be followed for Wildlife Clearance approvals of Proposals from 

SC-NBWL for Projects executed in ESZ areas of the PAs, as In ESZ area except 

section 3(2)(v) of the Environment (Protection) Act 1986 and Rule 5 (viii) and (x) of 
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the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986 and EIA Notification, 2006 no other 

environmental regulations are applicable. Approval from SC-NBWL which required for 

ESZ areas at present in Compliance to Supreme Court’s Order dtd 04.12.2006 against 

WP(C) 460/2004 and not under Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.  

To Reinstate the Wildlife Clearance procedures introduced through guidelines from IA 

Division dtd 20.08.2014 [F.NO J-11013/41/2006-IA-II (I) (part)] followed with 

subsequent guidelines from Wildlife Division dtd 26.09.2014 (No. 1-20/2014/WL), 

which directed State/UT Govt not to handle Wildlife Clearance proposals in ESZ areas 

at their level- Guideline of Wildlife Division dtd 26.09.2014 withdrawn vide OM dtd  

01.05.2015 as a cascading effect of withdrawal of guideline dtd 20.08.2014 by IA 

Division vide OM dtd 30.03.2015   

vi. Separate Application Form also to be introduced for Wildlife Clearance approvals of 

Proposals from SC-NBWL for Projects executed in ESZ areas of the PAs, instead of 

using the same common Form used for projects executed inside the PAs 

vii. EC for both ‘A’ and ‘B2’ category Projects to be granted with number of wells with 

Block coordinates and Coordinates of wells not to be insisted as it was followed earlier. 

Such so suggested as the exact drilling location is finalised at later stage and the 

locations mentioned at the time of applying TOR for grant of EC are always tentative. 

Further shifting of location/ change in coordinates within the block has no significancy 

so far the baseline data and Impact Analysis in EIA Report is concerned , since EIA 

study is done for the entire block as well as 10 Km radius from the block boundary . 

viii. Relaxation requested on EC grant process for the O&G and E&P Projects Closed to 

International Borders and falling under the territorial Jurisdiction of BSF notified by 

GoI on 11.10.2021 by considering such projects in Border areas as “Strategic Energy 

Project of National Importance” and EC may be granted either under B2 category 

Projects under EIA Notification, 2006 or considering such projects under 1(e) category 

of EIA Notification, 2006, after due prioritization of O&G E&P projects by MoHA 

based on recommendation from MoPNG.  

ix. Lands notified as forests in records of the State Govt but practically at present there is 

no forest cover over ground due to change in demographic patterns over last 3/4 

decades- Need to be considered for De-Reservation after physical verifications. 

x. Pipeline of Oil India Ltd laid in acquired ROW land of 1960s and prior to enactment of 

FCA, 1980 and Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 need to be exempted from Forest and 

Wildlife Clearance approval processes for Day-to-Day Repair/Maintenance/ 

Upgradation works- Ministry may consider for a site visit of OIL’s Pipeline ROW in 
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forest lands of Assam and West Bengal to witness the ground reality that- The 18.2 mtr 

width ROW of 1960s is maintained clear till date without growth of any Vegetation or 

Trees etc inside the Forest areas as well as in revenue lands and most part of the ROW 

is motorable. 

xi. Oil & Gas E&P activities are not to be ‘Prohibited’ in final site specific ESZ 

notifications (Published or To be published). It should be permitted as ‘Regulated’ 

activity by forming a ‘ Monitoring Committee’. 

xii. O&G E&P activities does not cause any Land Subsidence Affects, hence Subsidence 

Study condition not to be stipulated in all EC orders. 

 

Shri Lahiri also wanted that followings conditions should not to be incorporated in all 

EC conditions for temporary activities at drilling sites (which may be included for Permanent 

Production Installations):  

i) Monitoring of fugitive emission of Methane using Infra-red camera at Drilling 

Sites, 

ii) Trapping/ Storing  of  CO2 at Drilling Sites, 

iii) Mobile ETP coupled with RO for Drilling Locations, 

iv) Zero Liquid Discharge at Drilling sites, 

v) Making of pucca approach road to drilling sites as exploratory drilling 

activities are purely of temporary nature for a very short duration 

 

He also stressed that condition for Green Belt development in 33% of the total block 

area should be applicable for permanent production installations only and not for following 

Cases: 

a) While granting B2 category EC for Offshore Exploratory drilling activities within 12 

nautical miles- Since such has been stipulated for development of green belt in 

onshore area over 33% of the total offshore block area in KG/OSDSF/GSKW/2018 

Block of OIL in Andhra Pradesh 

b) When the entire project is executed in Forest land ( Drilling well and approach road) 

c) Onshore Exploratory Drilling Locations (Temporary activities)  

 

Shri Lahiri also highlighted key concerns regarding the validity of Environmental 

Clearance (EC), regulatory inconsistencies, and procedural improvements for Oil & Gas 

(O&G) and Exploration & Production (E&P) projects which detailed as under: 
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a. EC validity is considered until the start of production operations as per EIA 

Notification, 2006. However, State Pollution Control Boards (PCBs) often deny 

Consent to Operate (CTO) for wells drilled after 10 years, assuming EC expiry, despite 

the wells being part of an approved Petroleum Mining Lease (PML) validity period and 

partial production activity already started. Ministry is requested to issue an Office 

Memorandum (OM) clarifying this issue. Additionally, the EC validity period for O&G 

E&P projects (10 years, extendable by one year) should align with the 20-year PML 

validity granted by the Government of India. 

b. A uniform Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is needed for granting B2 Category 

ECs across States/UTs, as the current approval process varies. Assam’s SOP (effective 

January 2021), which ensures EC approval within 45 days, was suggested as a model 

for nationwide adoption. Furthermore, the validity of Certified Compliance Reports 

(CCR) for expansion projects should be extended from 1 year to 3 years/5 yrs, in line 

with the validity of EIA reports and public hearings per OM dated 

08.06.2022/subsequent amendments. 

c. Clarification was also sought on whether a 2% Net Present Value (NPV) is payable for 

O&G PMLs on forest land as per OM dated 24.06.2015, following the removal of 

Forest Clearance (FC) approval from the Central Government under Section 2(1)(iii) of 

the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980. If NPV is payable, an 

online mechanism should be developed to collect this amount prior to granting PMLs 

by the State Governments. 

d. It was also highlighted by Shri Lahiri that EAC should not insist for allotment of certain 

% of project cost as thumb rule for expenditure towards CER (Corporate Environment 

Responsibility) expenditures around the project area as it is not possible to spend the 

stipulated amount around the project area within the short time span of 3 yrs or 5 yrs 

against high valued O&G projects, which in turn results as non-compliances while 

obtaining CCR for  Expansion projects. It was apprised by him that CER introduced by 

the Ministry vide OM dtd 01.05.2018 @ 2% to 0.125% of the Capital Investment 

depending upon Green and Brown field projects was abolished by the Ministry vide 

OM dtd 30.09.2020 followed with subsequent clarification OMs dtd 20.10.2020 and 

25.02.2021, which advices EAC/ SEACs not to prescribe CER terms in EC order as % 

of Capital Investment, it should stipulate conditions as per the issues raised during 

Public Hearings and the commitments made by the PPs in the EMP of EIA Report for 

the project   
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e. Lastly, a standardized checklist for EDS queries on Forest Clearance proposals was 

recommended to avoid repeated queries from the same office, using existing queries 

available in the PARIVESH portal. 

Shri Lahiri further, made some ssuggestions for resolving non-availability CA land 

issue in NER which are as under: 

1. Green Credit Scheme & Compensatory Afforestation (CA) Framework: 

i. Project Proponents (PPs) enrolled with the Ministry under the “Green Credit Scheme” 

may be allowed to exchange these credits for Compensatory Afforestation (CA) 

purposes. 

ii. The Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC) may consider 

allocating CA land from the Sustainable Land Management Program and the Forest & 

Tree Cover (FTC) Program (planned till 2030), aligned with India’s goal of restoring 

26 million ha of degraded land and creating a carbon sink of 2.5-3.0 billion tons by 

2030 (as announced by the Hon’ble Prime Minister at CMS-COP13 in February 

2019). 

iii. State/UT Governments may be advised to create encroachment-free land banks for 

CA, ensuring a non-inviolate status in DSS (Decision Support System). 

iv. MoEF&CC may promote the Green Credit Scheme under a Public-Private Partnership 

(PPP) model to generate a pool of pre-approved CA land with clearance from State 

Forest Departments. 

 

2. Environmental Clearances (EC) & Regulatory Simplification: 

i. Wildlife Management Plan should not be insisted for ‘A’ category EC proposals 

during appraisal at the Central level, as its preparation is the responsibility of 

State/UT Governments. Instead, User Agencies (UAs) should only be required to 

deposit 2% of the total project cost into the CAMPA fund (as per OM dated 

08.06.2022). 

ii. The requirement for six-monthly EC compliance reports should be abolished for 

projects that have achieved financial closure and are operational. These projects 

should instead be monitored under the CTO framework by State Pollution Control 

Boards (SPCBs) / Pollution Control Committees (PCCs). 

iii. Projects with EC approvals or those that have applied for EC should be exempted 

from requiring a separate CTE, in line with CPCB guidelines issued on 02.02.2017 

and 02.11.2018. 
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3. Forest & Wildlife Land Management in the Northeast Region (NER): 

i. Preparation of digitized maps for forest and wildlife areas in the NER to aid in 

conservation planning- Which was also suggested during 1st edition of the workshop 

in October, 2019 

ii. Resolution of long-pending land possession and clearance issues in Arunachal 

Pradesh: 

a. OIL India Ltd. has been unable to take possession of 7.111 ha forest land for locations 

KUP & KUL in Ningru PML (Diyun Circle, Changlang district) despite final FC 

clearance on 25.02.2021. The company plans to drill 10 wells in this area, and EC was 

already granted on 07.01.2020. 

b. GeoEnpro Petroleum Ltd. has a long-pending case for the regularization of FC 

violations for 30 drilling locations (31.79 ha) in Kharsang PML, awaiting resolution 

since 2019, despite settling ₹12.57 crore as Panel CA and Panel NPV as per Central 

Government directives vide letter dtd 27.09.2017 while granting FC under 2(iii) of 

FCA, 1980 for the purpose of granting PML by the State Govt. 

Request for modification of condition (v) in the FC approval letter dated 27.09.2017 

regarding action against erring officials involved in granting PML in 1997 (effective 

from 1995). Correspondence from the Chief Secretary, GoAP (12.04.2023) and 

PCCF(C) & HoFF, GoAP (20.09.2024) has been sent to MoEF&CC for resolution. 

 

Shri Lahiri also distributed a hand out of his Presentation content in the beginning, copy of 

which is enclosed as annexure to this proceeding of the meeting  

3. PANEL DISCUSSION: The panel discussion was chaired by Dr. Amandeep Garg, IAS, 

Additional Secretary, MoEF&CC, and moderated by Ms. Imtienla Ao, IFS, DDG (Central), 

RO, Shillong. Panellists included senior forest and environment officials from Arunachal 

Pradesh, Tripura, Meghalaya, and Manipur, along with experts from MoEF&CC and Tripura 

SPCB.  

Dr. Amandeep Garg emphasized aligning national energy security with environmental 

sustainability, particularly in the Northeast, a biodiversity hotspot with significant 

hydrocarbon potential. Key discussion themes included: 

i. Policy Reforms: Integrating Environmental (EC) and Forest Clearances (FC) for 

streamlined approvals. 
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ii. Wildlife Clearance Delays: Regularizing Wildlife Board meetings for faster 

decisions. 

iii. Development in ESZs: Allowing regulated hydrocarbon activities with strict safety 

measures. 

iv. Stakeholder Collaboration: Strengthening consultations with state governments and 

industry. 

3.1. Key Recommendations: 

i. Enhancing technological interventions like better KML data for project proposals. 

ii. Prioritizing strategic energy projects near international borders. 

iii. Amending the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 2023 to address pain 

point issues related to Oil & Gas E&P activities. 

iv. Extending EIA report and Public Hearing Proceeding validity from 3 to 5 years. 

v. FC and WLC exemptions for OIL’s pipeline laid in 1960s prior to enactment of FCA, 

1980 and W(P) Act, 1972  

vi. Expediting pending ESZ notifications for 8 PAs in Assam and Arunachal Pradesh in 

the closed vicinity of Oil Blocks. 

vii. Establishing uniform B2 category EC approval SOPs across all State/UTs . 

viii. Aligning EC validity with PML duration , which is feasible. 

In conclusion, Dr. Garg urged collective action to resolve bottlenecks in hydrocarbon 

exploration while ensuring ecological balance. He assured that the workshop’s 

recommendations would be reviewed by the concerned Divisions of MoEF&CC for 

necessary action. 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS AFTER DELIBERATION IN THE  WORKSHOP: After an 

in-depth discussions on the existing Government Policies and Regulations governing Oil and 

Gas E&P Operations in the North Eastern Region, several key recommendations have been 

identified. These suggestions seek to address operational challenges, enhance regulatory 

efficiency, promote sustainable development and ease of doing business. The following 

recommendations are proposed for MoEF & CC’s consideration to support necessary policy 

improvements: 

 

4. i.  ENVIRONMENT CLEARANCE RELATED ISSUES: The following are key policy 

changes recommended for Environmental Clearance: 
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Sl. 
No. Issue Proposed Solution 

 
 
 
 
 
1 

 
 
Extension of 
Validity of EIA 
Report & Public 
Hearing 
Proceedings and 
Timeline for 
Submission of 
Stage-I FC 

Extend validity of EIA Report & Public Hearing Proceedings 
from 3 to 5 years 
Justification:  It takes 4-5 years time in getting IPA in NER and 
by the time IPA is obtained, EIA report and PH proceeding 
validity of 3 years gets expired attracting fresh EC as mandated 
vide OM dtd 08.06.2022 
Extend Stage-I FC submission timeline from (12+6) months 
(OM dtd 09.09.2011) to 5 years for the ECs recommended by 
EAC provisionally  
Justification:  EC validity for O&G E&P projects now 
increased from 7 years to 10 years, hence time line for 
submission of IPA need to be extended  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uniform Consent 
Fee & Approval 
Process 

Conduct stakeholder consultation before finalizing the new 
consent fee formula proposed by MoEF & CC vide Draft 
Gazette Notification GSR 423 (E) dtd 19.07.2024  
Justification:  The fees increases by 10 times under the new 
formula (CF=CI*SF*PIF) 
Authority not to be vested to  SPCBs/PCCs to raise fees 20% 
higher depending upon local conditions 
Justification: Industry facing a challenge at present in Andhra 
Pradesh, where vide State Gazettes G.O.Ms.No.13, dtd 
26.02.2021 and  G.O.Ms.No.10, dtd 14.02.2023 State PCB 
increased Fixed Cost to Rs. 25 Lakhs per annum for each 
facility irrespective of Investments and introduced a  Variable 
Cost @10 Paisa per standard m3 of natural gas and crude oil by 
taking into account of Consented Capacity per Annum  
The payable CFO fees as per  G.O.Ms.No.10, dtd 14.02.2023 
amounts to Rs 9.179 cr  for  production of 50,000 Barrels of Oil 
per day / 25,00,000 Standard m3 of gas per day  and if further 20 
% allowed to increase it would become Rs 11.015 cr   

 
 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
Grant of EC for 
O&G Exploration 
Projects based on 
Block coordinates 
and not with Well 
coordinates  

EC for both ‘A’ and ‘B2’ category Projects to be granted based 
on block coordinates as followed earlier instead of insisting for 
well coordinates as of now  
Justification:  

i) The exact drilling location is finalised at later stage and 
the locations mentioned at the time of applying TOR for 
grant of EC are always tentative  

ii) Shifting of location/ change in coordinates within the 
block has no significancy so far the baseline data and 
Impact Analysis in EIA Report is concerned , since EIA 
study is done for the entire block as well as 10 Km 
radius from the block boundary 
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4 

 
 
 
Relaxation for EC 
approval process 
for O&G Projects 
closed to 
International 
Borders and 
falling under the 
territorial 
Jurisdiction of 
BSF notified by 
GoI on 11.10.2021 

Consider O&G Projects closed to International Borders and 
falling under the territorial Jurisdiction of BSF as "Strategic 
Energy Projects of National Importance" after due certification 
from MoHA and classify them either under B2 Schedule or 
under schedule 1(e) of EIA Notification, 2006  
Justification:  

i) Oil Blocks Closed to International Borders in Rajasthan, 
Gujarat, NER & WB, are vulnerable to many cross 
border issues  

ii) Conducting Public Hearing (PH) with Videography of 
PH proceeding within the Territorial Jurisdiction of BSF 
is not permissible  

iii) PH process also non conducive in Border Areas because 
of mixed population 

iv) Chances of loosing Oil reserves in the Border areas are 
very high if secrecy is not maintained about the available 
reserves of Hydrocarbon in the Border States 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5 

 
 
 
 
 
Land Subsidence 
Study stipulated in 
EC orders for 
O&G E&P 
Projects 

Land Subsidence study conditions not to be stipulated in all EC 
orders as O&G E&P activities do not cause land subsidence 
affects 
Justification: O&G E&P activities do not cause land 
subsidence affects as revealed in the study undertaken by OIL in 
July, 2019 in its 135 years old Digboi Oil Field where more than 
1,000 wells drilled since 1889 and other Oil fields in Upper 
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh through National Remote 
Sensing Centre (NRSC) of Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) Hyderabad, another study by OIL in November, 2024 
thr’o NRSC,ISRO Hyderabad in Rajasthan Fields and report 
submitted by the Sub-Committee constituted by MoEF&CC to 
study subsidence affect in KG Basin fields in pursuance to the 
direction of Hon’ble High Court of Andhra Pradesh at 
Hyderabad dated 29th  June, 2009 against  Writ Petition No. 
13341/08   

 
 
 
 
 
6 

 
 
 
Exemptions of 
certain conditions 
from EC order  
for Temporary 
Drilling Activities 

Following conditions not to be stipulated in EC orders  for 
temporary drilling sites - Such may be considered for permanent 
production installations 

i) Installation of Infra-red camera for Methane monitoring 
ii) CO₂ trapping/ storing 
iii) Mobile ETP coupled with RO 
iv)  Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) 
v) Making of permanent approach roads to drill sites   

Justification: Compliance of these in short duration temporary 
drilling site is not feasible resulting to non-compliances at later 
stage 
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7 

 
 
 
 
Green Belt 
Development over 
33% of block area 
 

33% green belt development condition may be stipulated only 
for  permanent production sites, not for following cases:  

i) Grant of B2 category EC for Offshore Exploratory 
drilling activities within 12 nautical miles- Development 
of green belt in onshore area over 33% of the total 
offshore block area has been stipulated for 
KG/OSDSF/GSKW/2018 Block of OIL in Andhra 
Pradesh (EC Identification No. EC22B002AP110407 
dtd 24.08.2022) 

ii) When the entire project is executed in Forest land ( 
Drilling well and approach road) 

iii) Onshore Exploratory Drilling Locations (Temporary 
activities)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
8 

 
 
 
 
EC Validity vs. 
CTO Grant for 
wells drilled after 
10 years 

Clarifications required that, EC remains valid even after 10 yrs 
once production begins within validity period of EC. State 
Pollution Control Boards (PCBs) often deny Consent to Operate 
(CTO) for wells drilled after 10 years, assuming EC expiry, 
despite the wells being part of an approved Petroleum Mining 
Lease (PML) validity period and partial production activity 
already started. 
Justification: EC validity defined  in EIA Notification, 2006: 
[SO 2944(E) dtd 14.09.2016 ] as “ The “Validity of 
Environmental Clearance” is meant the period from which a 
prior Environmental Clearance is granted by the Regulatory 
Authority, ………...to the “Start of Production Operations by 
the Project or Activity” 

 
9 

Standard 
Operating 
Procedure (SOP) 
for B2 Category 
ECs 

Develop an uniform SOP across all states, adopting model of 
Assam for granting EC within 45 days   
Justification: The present evaluation/ approval process varies 
from State to State for grant of B2 Category ECs 

 
10 

 
Alignment of EC 
and PML Validity 

Extend EC validity for O&G E&P Projects from 10 to 20 years 
to align with the PML validity period 
Justification: At present validity of EC for is only 10 years 
with provision of extension by max one year, whereas PMLs 
are normally granted for 20 Years and Field Development Plans 
are made based on validity period of the block  

 
 

11 

Extension of 
Validity of Certified 
Compliance Report 
(CCR) 

Increase CCR validity from 1 year to 3 years/5 yrs in line with 
the validity of  EIA Report and Public Hearing Proceedings 
Justification: Proposed to align with validity of  EIA Report 
and Public Hearing Proceedings 

 
12 

Wildlife 
Management Plan 
(WMP) 
Requirement 

WMP preparation for Category ‘A’ ECs not to be insisted 
during appraisal of proposals before EAC at Central Level  
Justification: Preparation of WMP is the responsibility of the 
State Govt as clarified in OM 08.06.2022 and PPs only have to 
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while apprising 
“A” category ECs 
at Centre 

deposit 2% of the projects cost for the Proportionate Forest 
Land Involved / Project cost into the CAMPA fund  

 
 

13 

 
 
Strengthening of 
SEIAAs 

SEIAAs may be strengthened by appointing a dedicated 
Chairman and Member Secretary who are not engaged in any 
other official responsibilities.  
Justification: This will enable them to focus more effectively 
on reviewing monitoring reports and Six-Monthly Compliance 
reports for projects granted EC by them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 

 
 
 
Not to prescribe 
CER compliance 
condition in EC 
order  in terms of 
allocation of 
certain % of 
Capital 
Investment  

CER introduced vide OM dtd 01.05.2018 has been revoked vide 
OM dtd 30.09.2020 followed with subsequent clarification OMs 
dtd 20.10.2020 and 25.02.2021 and the PPs has to now comply 
the issues raised during Public Hearings and the commitments 
made by the PPs in the EMP of EIA Report for the project. 
Actual demands with estimated amount and timeline of 
implementation to be appraised before EAC prior to grant of  
EC or a certain % of Project cost may be allocated towards 
CER, whichever is less.  
 Justification: It is not possible to spend a huge amount around 
the remote  project sites within the stipulated time line of 3 yrs/ 
5 yrs for high valued O&G projects resulting to non-
compliances in many cases, as faced by ONGC, MRPL, Mittal 
Energy etc 

 

 

4. ii. FOREST CLEARANCE RELATED ISSUES: The following are key policy changes 

recommended for Forest Clearance: 

 
Sl. 
No. Topic Key Points 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 

 
 
 
Goa Foundation Case 
Judgment of Supreme 
Court on banning 
Mining activities inside 
PAs and 1 km from the 
boundaries of the PAs 
is not applicable for 
O&G, E&P activities 
 
 
 

Ministry to reconsider for approval of following FC 
proposals rejected even after approval from SC-NBWL 
in conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015 
including approval of one proposal by Supreme Court  
 (FC Proposal Nos: FP/AS/MIN/28749/2017 (ERD 
Project of OIL beneath Dibru-Saikhowa NP in 
Assam), FP/TR/MIN/13523/2015 & 
FP/TR/MIN/13520/2015 (ONGC’s Drilling Locations 
TIDG & TIDC inside Trishna WLS in Tripura) , 
FP/TR/MIN/13529/2015, FP/TR/MIN/13527/2015 , 
FP/TR/MIN/13525/2015 and FP/TR/MIN/13524/2015 
(ONGC’s Drilling Locations TIAC, TIDF, TIDE & 
TIDA inside Trishna WLS in Tripura) 
Justification: Goa Foundation Case Judgment of 
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Supreme Court dtd 21.04.2014 in IA-1000 of WP (C) 
No. 202/1995  followed with last order of Supreme 
Court dtd 26.04.2023 is not applicable for O&G, E&P 
activities 

i) ‘Goa Foundation Case’ judgement is applicable 
only to Open Cast/ Surface Mining Leases 
granted under MMDR Act, 1957 and Oil Mining 
Leases are granted under Oilfields (Regulation 
and Development) Act, 1948 as clarified by 
Supreme Court vide order dtd 07.09.2017 based 
on recommendation of CEC vide report dtd 
09.05.2016 against IA 3934 of 2016 and IA 3788 
of 2014 in WP(C) no 202 of 1995 

ii) Extraction of Natural Gas / Oil Can not be 
considered as ‘Mining’ in terms of Hon'ble 
Supreme Court order dated 04.08.2006 in IA 
1000 in WP (C) No. 202/1995 - Legal Opinions 
given by Solicitor General of India on 14th May, 
2021 /Addl Solicitor General of India on 22nd 
June, 2017/ Advocate General of Tripura on 6th 
May, 2019  

iii) Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015 authorised 
SC-NBWL to approve projects inside PAs in 
conformity to ‘Goa Foundation Case’ judgement 
and subsequent other orders and only CEC can 
challenge Project approved by SC-NBWL -CEC 
has not challenged any of the above referred 
project  

 
 
 
2 

 
 
FC Exemption for ERD 
Projects inside RF/PA 
and ESZ area of PAs 

ERD projects beneath PA/ESZ should be exempted from 
FC similar to exemption granted for RFs (OM dtd 
12.09.2023) 
Justification:  Goa Foundation Case judgement of 
Supreme Court is not applicable for O&G E&P 
activities, hence ERD campaign can be taken up deep 
beneath the surface of PAs or ESZ areas 

 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
Separate Guidelines for 
O&G E&P FC 
Proposals 

Ministry to create specific FC guidelines for O&G E&P 
projects, as recommended in 2019 workshop  
Justification:  After obtaining legal opinion from Dept 
of Legal Affairs Secretary, MoPNG vide DO Letter dtd 
09.01.2020 requested Secretary, MoEF&CC to frame 
different Forest Regulations for O&G Upstream sector 
instead of treating it at par with the ‘ Mining Operations’ 
carried out under First Schedule of MMDR Act, 1957, 
viz Coal, Iron, Manganese etc  
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4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Changes required in 
Van (Sanrakshan Evam 
Samvardhan) Rules, 
2023 enacted wef 
01.12.2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Delegation of power to ROs for approval of FC for 
O&G E&P Projects up to <= 5 ha 
Justification:  

i) Most of the O&G E&P projects require forest 
land <  5 ha 

ii) FC Rules, 2022 published through gazette dtd 
28.06.2022 and made effective from 18.07.2022 
delegated independent Power ROs to approve 
O&G E&P Projects up to <= 5 ha area, even 
without concurrence of ROHQ, need to be 
reinstated  

SIR requirements from ROs for  O&G E&P projects      
> 100 Ha area only to be mandated as it prevailed 
earlier 
Justification:  

i) SIR from ROs for  all O&G E&P projects is not 
realistic and causing delay, as most of the 
locations are are in remote areas 

ii) Under provision of the new Regulation, SIR from 
CF is required in case the area is >40 ha  and 
SIR from NO is required in case the area is >100 
ha – Hence SIR from ROs also should be >100 
ha only       

Timeline extensions for submission of Stage-I FC 
Compliance Report from 2 to 5 years 
Justification:  

i) This Timeline was Increased  from 3 yrs to 5 yrs 
vide OM dtd 23.06.2021 because of obvious 
reasons only 

ii) Submission of Stage-I FC Compliance Report 
may not be possible within 2 years for Constrains 
such as: Obtaining RoFR Certificate from 
DC/DMs in compliance to FRA, 2006 /PRF 
Notification of CA land / Preparation of Wildlife 
Management Plan in consultation with WII, 
Dehradun and taking approval from CWLW/ 
“Encroachments” in forest lands (Common 
Problem in NER), which delays in Erection of 
Boundary Pillars in compliance to IPA and 
submission of Compliance Report 

Change in Land use approval authority had with NO 
(FCA) of the State/RO to be reinstated instead of its 
approval from Centre 
Justification: It was decided in FAC’s meetings held on 
23.04.2019 and 31.07.2019 that, UAs once diverted 
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Changes required in 
Van (Sanrakshan Evam 
Samvardhan) Rules, 
2023 enacted wef 
01.12.2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

forestland during “Exploration Phase” with due approval 
under FCA, 1980 can Re-use the same land for future 
“Developmental works” without going through repetitive 
FC approval Process and such ‘ Change in Land use’ can 
be approved by Any /Some Govt Agency 
Working permissions for Linear projects to be 
granted w’out insisting for compliances of  FRA, 2006 
and PRF notification of CA land after grant of Stage-
I FC against deposition of payable money towards 
CA , NPV and cost towards WLMP etc 
Justification: If RoFR certificate and Protected Forest 
Notification of CA land are readily available for Linear 
projects then PPs can directly get Final FC after 
submission of Stage-I FC Compliance Report – 
Obtaining RoFR certificates in compliance to FRA, 2006 
is a challenging task for the ‘Linear Projects’ passing 
through several villages as getting Gram Sabha and FRC 
resolutions are big challenges. Similarly PRF notification 
also a long lead time item  
7.5 mtr safety zone mandated vide OM dtd 
03.11.2023 for for O&G E&P FC proposal need to be 
revoked 
Justification: 

i) Para 7.9 of the Handbook of Forest 
(Conservation) Act, 1980, issued by the Ministry 
on 28.03.2019 stipulates that, 7.5 meter wide 
Peripheral Strip to be maintained in the form of 
‘Safety Zone’ along the Inner Boundary of the 
Mining Leases Granted under purview of First 
Schedule of MMDR Act, 1957 - Which doesn’t 
accommodate O&G E&P activities 

ii) PEL is a License (not Mining Lease) and O&G 
PML Blocks are never Fenced as only 2%-3% of 
the area is used  

iii) All Safety distances are maintained in Well 
Plinth areas based on OISD, DGMS Safety 
Standard/ Guidelines etc 

iv) It is not justified to cut trees during diversion of 
forest lands and then again plant trees for 
creating Green Belt in 7.5 mtr ‘Safety Zone’  

O&G Seismic survey permissions inside PAs may be 
granted with consent of CWLW w’out insisting for 
approval from SC-NBWL under the new FC 
Regulations 
Justification: Seismic Survey inside the PAs was 
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Changes required in 
Van (Sanrakshan Evam 
Samvardhan) Rules, 
2023 enacted wef 
01.12.2023 

permitted with permission from the Chief Wildlife 
Warden under provision of Para 6.4 of Chapter-6 (Part-
B) of the Handbook of comprehensive guidelines of 
FCA, 1980 released by MoEF&CC vide letter dtd 
28.03.2019 referring Wildlife Division’s O.M. No.6-
133/2014(part) dated 26.09.2024 - Need to be reinstated  
Cost towards WMP should be 2% of proportionate 
forest land involved and not 2% of total project cost 
as mandated vide OM dtd 08.06.2022  
Justification: Except drilling locations, all other project 
components are constructed in non-forest lands, hence 
payable WMP cost should be to the “Proportionate 
Forestlands involved” in line with the same is considered 
for Linear Projects vide OM dtd 17.01.2023 
FC Proposals getting de-listed automatically after 
Lapse of 90 days against the EDS query raised by the 
Processing Authority can be Re-listed only by the NO 
(FCA) of the concerned State/UT or IG of  Forests 
(FC) at Centre or DDG (Central) at RO of 
MoEF&CC and UAs can’t relist the same in 
PARIVESH portal  
Justification: Re-listing provisions of FC proposals be 
provided to UAs in  line with the such provisions 
available for EC proposals in PARIVESH portal 

 
5 

 
WMP preparation in 
consultation with WII 

WMP approval from WII not to be insisted against FC 
proposals, once same is prepared by IFS officers of the 
States 
Justification: IFS officials of the States are equally 
competent to prepare WMP 

 
6 

 
O&G E&P Activities 
after Sun Set 

O&G Drilling activities not to be Prohibited after Sun 
Set in IPAs and needs amendment for IPAs granted from 
Centre for the proposals FP/AS/MIN/87902/2020 and  
FP/AS/MIN/47775/2020 
Justification: Oil well drilling is a continuous operation 
on 24x7 basis and such can’t be stopped after sun set, 
else the well will be killed 

 
 

 
 
7 

 
 
De-Reservation of 
notified Forest Land in 
Records of State Govt  

Land classified as forest but there is no Forest Cover in 
actual due to demographic changes should be considered 
for de-reservation 
Justification:  

i) Pending which in many cases, even after grant of 
FC possessions couldn’t be obtained – OL is not 
able to take possession of 7.11 Ha forestlands for 
Locations KUP & KUL even after grant of Final 
FC on 25.02.2021 in Ningru PML, Arunachal 



Page 30 of 35 
 

Pradesh 
ii) Also in some cases many prospective 

hydrocarbon blocks had to be sacrificed when 
analysed in DSS of Dehradun- OIL had to 
relinquish 113.61 sq Km highly prospective area 
from 540.688 sq Km in Ningru PML, Arunachal 
Pradesh while obtaining FC approval under sec 
2(iii) of FCA, 1980 in August, 2017, when Miao 
Town etc are falling in the relinquished 113.61 sq 
Km  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exemption of FC for 
OIL’s 1.157 Pipeline 
laid in 1960s for Repair 
& Maint activities 
under purview of Van 
(Sanrakshan Evam 
Samvardhan) 
Adhinyam, 1980 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OIL’s pipeline laid in the 1960s prior to enactment of -
FCA, 1980 should be exempted from FC for 
repair/maintenance activities, similar line such 
exemption granted to transmission lines and roads vide 
OMs dtd 06.09.2021 & 09.11.2020 instead of 3 months 
exemption granted vide OM 23.12.2022 for Emergency 
repair works 
Justification:  

i) The 18.2 mtr width and 1,157 Km long Pipeline 
Right of Way (ROW) land from Naharkatia in 
Assam to Barauni in Bihar, passing through the 
State of West Bengal, was acquired by GoI in 
1960s and was handed over to Burmah Oil 
Company Ltd, which later on nationalised as Oil 
India Ltd (OIL) in 1981 

ii) Since it is ROW and not ROU-  It is mandatory 
on OIL’s part to ensure that the Pipeline ROW is 
kept cleared from growth of any Vegetation or 
any Tree because of mandatory Safety norms of 
an Operating Pipeline -Hence since 1960s till 
date , no growth of Tree/Vegetation allowed over 
the Pipeline ROW inside the Forest Areas in 
Assam and West Bengal  

iii) ROW of OIL’s Pipeline is marked as “ Forest 
Fire Line” between two forest compartments in 
many local Forest Maps  and helps in restricting 
“Forest Fires.” 

iv) Bushes whatever grows over the Pipeline ROW 
are cleared annually during the winter season 
along with painting of (Km Markers, ROW 
Boundary Pillars and Cathodic Test Points) along 
the entre 1,157 Km Pipeline ROW from 
Naharkatya to Barauni  

v) Most part of the ROW is motorable except the 
patches of River/ Stream/ Railway Crossings  
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Exemption of FC for 
OIL’s 1.157 Pipeline 
laid in 1960s for Repair 
& Maint activities 
under purview of Van 
(Sanrakshan Evam 
Samvardhan) 
Adhinyam, 1980 
 
 

vi) Repair/ Maintenance/ Upgradation works in 
Pipeline doesn’t require any widening of Pipeline 
ROW or Felling of trees and the activities are 
restricted within 18.2 mtr width acquired ROW 
only  

vii) Not a single Tree Felling was involved while 
laying the 660 Km Numaligarh- Siliguri Product 
Pipeline (NSPL) in 2009 NSPL in the same 
ROW of 1960s inside RF and PAs in West 
Bengal  

viii) World’s oldest Pipeline serving as 
“Lifeline for NE Refineries” on 24 x7 basis for 
more than last six decades since 1960s till date 
and crossed its designated life span of 35 years- 
Hence time to time Repair/ Maintenance/ 
Upgradation works is very much essential for 
safety of Biodiversity and Wildlife habitats in the 
forest areas through which the Pipeline passes in 
Assam and West Bengal 

ROW inspection may be planned for verification of 
ground reality  

 
 
 
 
9 

 
 
 
2% NPV Payment 
Clarification for forest 
land in PML block and 
Payment Mechanism 

Clarification needed on payable 2% NPV for PMLs after 
abolishment of FC under section 2(1)(iii) of Van 
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhinyam, 1980 and 
Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules, 2023.  
Online payment mechanism presently not available for 
collecting the same since on-line FC application is no 
more in place to facilitate making payments prior to 
grant of PML 

 
 
 
 
 

10 

 
 
 
 
Standard Checklist for 
raising EDS Query 
against FC Proposals 

A standardized checklist for raising EDS queries against 
FC proposals need to be made available in the 
PARIVESH portal by compiling the EDS queries readily 
available in PARIVESH portal against various O&G 
E&P FC Proposals 
Justification: Repeated EDSs are raised, even when 
there is a standing instruction vide DO letter dtd 
22.12.2021 from O/o DG & SS, MoEF&CC to all State 
and UTs and all ROs of MoEF&CC, that, EDS queries 
can be raised once only against any FC proposal- Non-
compliance of these leads to delay in FC approval 
process 

 
 

11 

Suggestion for 
Resolving CA Land 
Availability issue in 
NER 

i) PPs enrolled with Green Credit Scheme may be 
allowed to exchange the same for the CA 
purposes 

ii) Ministry may consider for allotment of CA land 
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from ‘Sustainable Land Management Program’ / 
“Forest & Tree Cover (FTC) Program” planned 
till 2030, where it has been targeted to retrieve 26 
million ha degraded land for creating an 
additional carbon sink of 2.5 - 3.0 billion tons by 
2030 

iii) Felicitating for creation of encroachment free 
land bank for CA purposes  by the State/UT 
Govts with “Non-Inviolate status in DSS  

iv)  To promote “Green Credit Scheme” in PPP 
model for generating pool of readymade CA land 
with pre-approval from State Forest Dept 

Justification: Not much benefit could be availed so far 
for arranging CA land from other State/UTs having 
forest covers 20 % or less of its total geographical area in 
case  the project execution State/UT is having forest 
density more than 33 % of its total geographical area as 
notified by Ministry  vide OMs dtd 22.05.2019 & 
07.11.2022   

12 Digital Mapping of 
Forest & Wildlife Areas 

Digital maps for NER forests and wildlife areas need to 
be prepared as also recommended during 2019 workshop 

13 PARIVESH Portal 
Update  

"Know Your Approval (KYA)" database needs updates, 
especially for Unclassed State Forests in Arunachal 
Pradesh 

 
14 

Classification of ERD 
High Priority Areas 

High prospect ERD areas with zero surface impact 
should be classified as "High Priority" for O&G E&P 
Projects and necessary relaxation on FC approval 
process 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15 

Resolution of Long-
Pending FC Issues 

Possession of 7.111 ha Forest Land for OIL's Ningru 
PML ,Arunachal Pradesh pending since 25.02.2021 
FC violation case for 30 wells involving 31.79 Ha forest 
lands in Kharsang PML of Geo Enpro in Arunachal 
Pradesh awaited since 24.04.2019 against proposal no 
FP/AR/MIN/ 39891/2019 even after settlement of Rs 
12.57 cr as Panel CA  and Panel NPV as per directive 
from Central Govt vide letter dtd 27.09.2017 while 
granting FC under section 2(iii) of FCA, 1980 for the 
purpose of granting PML by the State Govt 
Suggestion: Committee formed by GoAP on 24.03.2022 
followed with submission of report to SO, Guwahati vide 
PCCF & HoFF’s letter dtd 28.04.2023 may be 
considered as action initiated without awaiting for end 
result against ATR 
Justification: 
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i) Chief Secretary, GoAP vide letter dtd 12.04.2023 
requested Secretary, MoEF&CC, for 
regularisation of the FC proposal at the earliest 

ii) O/o PCCF(C) & HoFF, GoAP vide letter dtd. 
20.09.2024 requested DGF & SS, MoEF&CC  to 
modify the condition-(v) stipulated in Central 
Govt’s FC approval letter dtd 27.09.2017 in 
regard taking action against the earring officials 
associated with execution of the Kharsang PML 
deed in 1997 with effectivity of the PML from 
1995 w’out obtaining FC under 2(iii) of FCA, 
1980 from Central Govt 

 
4. iii. WILDLIFE CLEARANCE RELATED ISSUES: The following are key policy 

changes recommended related to Wildlife Clearance: 

Sl. 
No. Topic Key Points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Pending ESZ 

Notification for PAs in 
NER  

Early Draft notification of ESZ areas requested for 5 PAs 
in Assam & Draft/Final notification for 3 PAs in 
Arunachal Pradesh  

i) Draft notifications pending for 5 PAs in 
Assam: (Dihing- Patkai) NP , [Bherjan– Borjan– 
Podumoni] WLS, (Nambor-Doigurung) WLS , 
Nambor WLS  and Garampani WLS  

ii) Arunachal Pradesh (3 PAs): Draft notification 
pending for D. Ering Memorial (Lali) WLS  and 
Final Notification pending for Namdhapa Tiger 
Reserve and Kamlang WLS against  combined 
Draft ESZ Notification published on 10.11.2023 

Justification: 10 Km ESZ area continuing for more than 
last one and half decades since 04.12.2006 in compliance 
to Supreme Court’s order in WP(C) 460/2004 affecting 
O&G E&P activities in the vicinity of these PAs 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2 

 
Wildlife Clearance 
approval Process and 
Application Form for 
ESZ areas  

Approvals process from SC-NBWL for projects in ESZ 
areas not to be treated at par with the projects inside 
the PAs. The process introduced vide Wildlife Division’s  
guideline dtd 26.09.2014 in conjunction with OM from 
IA Division dtd 20.08.2024 need to be reinstated, which 
directed State/UTs not to handle ESZ area proposals at 
their ends  
Justification: Projects in ESZ areas requires approval 
from SC-NBWL just because in Compliance to Supreme 
Court’s Order dtd 04.12.2006 against WP(C) 460/2004 
and not under Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972  
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Wildlife Clearance application Form for Project in ESZ 
area also has to be different from projects inside PAs 
Justification: In ESZ area- Except applicability of 
section 3(2)(v) of the Environment (Protection) Act 1986 
and Rule 5 (viii) and (x) of the Environment (Protection) 
Rules, 1986 and EIA Notification, 2006, no other 
Environmental Regulations are applicable  

 
 
 
 
3 

Exemption of Wildlife 
Clearance for OIL’s 
1,157 Km long Pipeline 
laid in 1960s for Repair 
& Maint activities 
under purview of 
Wildlife (Protection) 
Act 1972 

Pipeline of OIL’s was laid much prior to enactment of 
Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 
Justification: Same as stated against Recommendation 
No (8) for Forest Clearance related issues with request 
for planning for ROW site Inspection may be planned in 
( Buxa Tiger Reserve, Jaldapara NP and Mahananda 
WLS ) in West Bengal and Kaziranga NP & Tiger 
Reserve in Assam 

4 O&G E&P Projects in 
ESZ area notifications 

O&G E&P projects should be classified as "Regulated" 
in ESZ notifications and not "Prohibited." 

 
4. iv. EXPANDED RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 

Sl. 
No. Topic Recommendation 

 
 
1 Inspection of Oil Fields 

by a Joint Team  

Ministry may consider to send a team comprising 
members from FC Division, IA Division and Wildlife 
Division to inspect oilfields in Upper Assam, Tripura, 
and Arunachal Pradesh to assess challenges and 
regulatory impact. 

 
 
2 

Stakeholder consultation 
with the upstream Oil & 
Gas E&P operators prior 
to making major changes 
in environmental 
regulations 

Stakeholder consultation with the NOC/ Pvt upstream 
Oil & Gas E&P operators, DGH, Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas etc prior to making major changes in 
environmental regulations related Environment/ Forest/ 
Wildlife clearances or Consent related matters from State 
PCBs or PCCs of UTs 

 
5. VOTE OF THANKS BY SMT. L.J. SYIEMIONG, IFS, DIG(F), RO, MOEF&CC, 
SHILLONG: Smt.  Syiemiong expressed her sincere gratitude to Dr. Amandeep Garg, IAS, 
Additional Secretary, MoEF&CC, for his unwavering commitment in attending the workshop 
despite travel challenges. She also extended her heartfelt thanks to Ms. Imtienla Ao, IFS, 
DDG(C), for her warm welcome address and for inspiring Oil & Gas Operators to see 
themselves as partners in advancing Ease of Doing Business (EODB). She was deeply 
appreciative of the esteemed dignitaries, including senior forest officials, regulatory 
authorities, and industry leaders, whose presence and valuable contributions greatly enriched 
the discussions. A special note of thanks was given to Mr. A.K. Mohanty, IFS, ADG 
(Forests), for addressing queries virtually, as well as to central and state government 
representatives, oil & gas professionals, and environmental experts for their participation and 
commitment. 
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Recognizing the workshop’s objective of fostering meaningful improvements in 
environmental regulations, Smt. Syiemiong sincerely thanked the distinguished speakers for 
their insightful deliberations on industry challenges, regulatory reforms, and the integration 
of AI-driven solutions in environmental clearances. She also extended her appreciation to the 
panel members for their engaging discussions and to Social Friendly Management Pvt. Ltd. 
for their flawless and exceptional management of the whole workshop, and their 
contributions in creating the workshop’s theme music and documentary film-“ North East-
The Birth Place of Indian Petroleum Industry”. 

In conclusion, she expressed her deep appreciation to all participants for their 
valuable time, dedication, and support in making the 2nd Edition of the Northeast Regional 
Workshop a meaningful and successful event.   

 
                                                                                                 Sd/- 
                                                                                 (DDG(C) MoEF&CC), 
                                                                                           RO, Shillong 
 
 
********************************************************** 

 

Encl:  
§ List of participants. 
§ Hand out distributed by Shri J. Lahiri before start of his presentation 
§  List of contents uploaded in Pen Drive and distributed to all delegates 
§ Workshop proceeding related all details can be viewed in web site link 

https://bit.ly/shillong-workshop-25 including those of  1st  edition of workshop held 
on 21.10.2019  

https://bit.ly/shillong-workshop-25


             
Regional workshop on Recent advances in Environment & Forest Laws   with special reference to Oil, Petroleum & Gas Sector (2nd Edition)  

Venue: State Convention Centre, Pine Wood Hotel, Shillong 
                                                                           Date: 23.01.2025 

         Delegates Attended the Workshop  
Sl Name Company/ Officials & Designation e-mail ID Mob No Signature 
1 Dr Amandeep Garg, IAS Additional Secretary, MoEF&CC agarg@ias.nic.in 9871111235  

2 Ms.Imtienla Ao, IFS DDG(C), RO, Shillong, MoEF&CC ms180.ifs@nic.in 7005404142  

3 Shri P. Subramaniam, IFS PCCF & HoFF, Arunachal Pradesh prlccf_hf_apfd@ap.gov.in 8210256255  

4 Mr Tam Ngilyang, IFS Chief Wildlife Warden, Arunachal Pradesh pccfwildife@gmail.com 8259842059  

5 Dr. K. Sasikumar, IFS Chairman, Tripura, SPCB sasiifs@gmail.com /tr033@ifs.nic.in 9436168611  

6 Dr. Bishu Karmakar Member Secretary, Tripura, SPCB tripuraspcb@gmail.com 
bishuk5@gmail.com 

9436169779 

 
7 Shri Rabindra Kumar 

Samal, IFS 
PCCF & HoFF, Tripura  pccftripura@gmail.com 9436995208  

8 Ms Soreiphi Vashum, IFS Additional PCCF, Manipur mt090@ifs.nic.in 98630 54838  

9 Shri D. Sathiyan, IFS Additional PCCF, Meghalaya am112@ifs.nic.in 0364-250104  

 

10 

 
Shri Manish Jha, IFS 

 

DCF, Arunachal Pradesh 

 

mkj1608@gmail.com 

 

8210256255 
 

11 Shri Saloma Yomdo Director (E&D), Oil India Ltd (OIL) saloma@oilindia.in 9435038603  

12 Shri Trailukya Borgohain Director (Operations), OIL trailukyab@oilindia.in 9435038673  



13 Mr Bhaskar Phukan MD, Numaligarh Refinery Ltd bhaskar.phukan@nrl.co.in 7086091289  

14 Dr Vimal Hatwal MS (EAC-Ind-2), MoEF&CC vk.hatwal@gov.in 9464122468 

 
15 Dr J.S.Sharma Member (EAC-Ind-2), MoEF&CC sharmajswarup@hotmail.com  9868282230 

 
16 Shri Charanjeet Singh Scientist E (FC), MoEF&CC c.jsingh1@gov.in 7827280010  

17 Dr Shantunu Dutta Member Secretary, Assam PCB membersecretary@pcbassam.org 
shantunucpcb@gmail.com 

7005839700 

 
 

18 

 
Shri Jatindra Sarma,  
IFS (Retd) 

 

Chairman, SEAC, Assam 

 
environmentimpact14@gmail.com 
jatindra.sarma@gmail.com 

 

8472830427 

 
 

19 

 

Dr. Jaideep Baruah 

Director, Assam Science & 
Technology and Environment 
Council (ASTEC) 

j.baruah@nic.in 
directorastec@gmail.com 
astec@rediffmail.com 

 

9435102089 
 

 

20 

 

Dr Hemen Hazarika 

 

Sub Office, MoEF&CC, Guwahati 

 

hemen.18@gov.in 

 

9101035161 
 

21 Shri Thoudam James 
Singh 

Sub Office, MoEF&CC, Guwahati thoudam.james03@gmail.com 
james.19@gov.in 

8974388010 

 
 

22 

 

Shri Rameez Hazarika 

 

Sub Office, MoEF&CC, Guwahati 

 
rhh.ghy.india@gmail.com 

 

8876015398  
 

23 

 

Shri Rajendra G Garwad 

 

Nodal Officer (FCA), Govt of Assam 

 

addlpccf.nodal@gmail.com 

 

9957091699 
 

24 Shri Gada Lal Das Head (Environment), DGH gada.lal.das@dghindia.gov.in 9423889457 

 



 

25 

 

Ms Neha Singh 

 

Sr Chemist, DGH 

 

neha.singh@dghindia.gov.in 

 

7358793433 
 

26 Mr. Ashcharya Chaubey Chief Geophysics, DGH ashcharya@dghindia.gov.in 9491069152  

27 Shri Yash Malik President, SPP malik_yash1966@yahoo.co.in 9426614000 

 
28 Shri Sunil Sreedharan Executive Member, SPP sunilsreedharan9@gmail.com 9933262521 

 
29 Shri Keshavendra 

Shaktawat 
Vice President, SPP ks_dgh@yahoo.com 9811636271 

 
30 Dr MK Sharma Executive Member, SPP manask.sharma7@gmail.com 9954486588 

 
31 Shri J.Lahiri General Secretary, SPP joydev@sfc.asia 8800770778 

 
32 Shri Kshitiz Singh Executive Member, SPP kshitizsingh1305@gmail.com 9871741176 

 
 

33 

 

Shri Samir Bhusan Paul Roy 
 

Executive Member, SPP 

 

samirpaulroy@gmail.com 

 

8527266288  
34 Smt Chaitali Dutta Executive Member, SPP duttachaitali@yahoo.com 9969227103 

 
35 Smt Reba Devi Executive Member, SPP rebadevi@gmail.com 7002871278 

 
 

36 

 

Shri Prassenjit Lahiri 

 

Director, Social Friendly 

 

events@socialfriendly.in 

 

9899043499 
 

37 Ms Akanksha Tyagi Director, Social Friendly events@socialfriendly.in 9910524680 

 
38 Ms Warimeki Lyngwa Emcee for the Workshop  96158 93033  



39 Shri Sumit Kishore Executive Director (BD&E&P), GAIL skishore@gail.co.in 9818463801 

 

 

40 

 

Shri Rajesh Bagaria 

 

Chief General Manager(E&P), GAIL 

 

rajeshbagaria@gail.co.in 

 

9873150251 
 

 

41 

 

Shri Gopal Govinda Rasu  

 

GM (HSE), OIL, KGB & MBP 

 

govindarasu@oilindia.in 

 

9435719752 
 

 

42 

 

Shri Paresh Karmakar  

 

GM (Civil), OIL, KGB & MBP 

 

pkarmakar@oilindia.in 

 

9435137207  
 

43 

 

Shri Siddharth Singh 

 

CE, Rajasthan Field, OIL, Jodhpur 

 

siddharth_singh@oilindia.in 

 

9435719644  
 

44 

 

Ms Mallika Baruah Sarma 

 

ED (HSE & ESG), OIL, Duliajan 

 

mallika@oilindia.in 

 

9435711886  
 

45 

 

Shri JPP Das  

 

ED (PLS), OIL, PHQ, Noonmati 

 

jppdas@oilindia.in 

 

9435337453  
46 Shri Raj Kishore Singh  CGM (FS), OIL, Duliajan rksingh@oilindia.in 8638942303 

 
 

47 

 

Shri RJ Sutradhar  

 

DGM (HSE), OIL, Duliajan 

 

rj_sutradhar@oilindia.in 

 

9864272746 
 

48 Shri Sachin Kumar Verma Suptdg Engg (HSE), OIL, Duliajan sachin.verma@oilindia.in 8755033235 
 

 

40 

 

Shri Nababrot Gogoi   

 

GM (G&R), OIL, Duliajan 

 

nabagogoi@oilindia.in 

 

9435005769 
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49 Shti Naba Kr Medhi GM-D(HSE), OIL, Duliajan nabamedhi@oilindia.in 8074402606 

 
50 Shri Arya Mani Tiwari  Chief Geo Physicist, FB, OIL, Duliajan am_tiwari@oilindia.in 8800380310 

 
51 Shri Hemanta Kr 

Choudhury 
DGM (HSE) & MSO-Drilling, 
 OIL , Duliajan 

 

hemantachoudhury@oilindia.in 

 

8473871872  
 

52 

 

Shri Kamal Singh Bisht  

 

Suptd Engg (P-CF), OIL, Duliajan 

 

kamal.bisht@oilindia.in 

 

9557421471  
53 Shri Syed T Kasim  MSO (EF), OIL, Duliajan syed_kasim@oilindia.in 9706746220 

 
54 Shri Subrata Bharata  Sr Manager (Land), OIL, Duliajan subrata_bharata@oilindia.in 9577074409  

55 Shri Chitra Mohan Borah  CGM (Mech Maint), OIL, Noonmati chitra_borah@oilindia.in 9101271707 

 
 

56 

 

Shri PVR Murthy  

 

CGM (PLM), OIL, Noonmati 

 

pvrmurthy@oilindia.in 

 

9401029181 
 

57 Shri Sandip Sarma  DGM (PLP), OIL, Noonmati sandip_sarma@oilindia.in 9854069608 

 
 

58 

 

Shri Dhiraj Bora  

 

CE (PLM), OIL, Noonmati 

 

dhiraj_bora@oilindia.in 

 

9435734336  
 

59 

 

Shri Pranab Jyoti Hazarika  

 

CE (OPS), OIL, PS-4- Sekoni 

 

pjhazarika@oilindia.in 

 

9435103943  
60 Shri Amitabh Goswami   Sr. Manager (HR & Admin),  

OIL , Noonmati 
amitabh_goswami@oilindia.in 9207033357  



 

61 

 

Shri Mayur Saikia 

 

DGM-Drilling, (E&D), OIL, Noida 

 

mayur_saikia@oilindia.in 

 

9864014541 
 

62 Shri Siddharth Ojah,  CE (EO to DO), OIL, Noida siddharth_ojah@oilindia.in 9957194106  

 

63 

 

Shri Gaurav Goel 

 

DGM(HSE), OIL, Noida  

 

gaurav_goel@oilindia.in 

 

9435113455  
64 Shri Apurv Chaturvedi Sr Manager (HSE & ESG), OIL, Noida apurv_chaturvedi@oilindia.in 8586962595 

 
65 Shri CM Pakhale GM(HSE), OIL, Noida cmpakhale@oilindia.in  9435392579 

 
66 Shri Shantanu Datta Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Guwahati shantanu.datta@dghindia.gov.in 7086132724 

 
67 Shri Andrew Kavito Chishi Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Guwahati kavito.chishi@dghindia.gov.in 9560131024 

 
68 Shri Tonmoy Lochon 

Dutta 
Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Guwahati tonmoy.dutta@dghindia.gov.in 9706632594 

 
 

69 

 

Shri Madhurya Bhuyan 

 

Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Guwahati 
 

madhuryya@dghindia.gov.in 

 

9706470055 
 

70 Shri Subhabrata Saha Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Guwahati s.saha@dghindia.gov.in 9085039262  

71 Shri Chiranjit Pathak Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Guwahati chiranjit@dghindia.gov.in 7002363889 

 
72 Shri Rishi Raj Phukan Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Guwahati rishiraj.phukan@dghindia.gov.in 7002674894 

 
73 Shri Anindra Byatshosh Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Golaghat anindra@dghindia.gov.in 7002796036 

 



 

74 

 

Shri Sagar Gogoi 

 

Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Jorhat 
 

sagar.gogoi@dghindia.gov.in 

 

7002574817 
 

 

75 

 

Shri Dhorom Rongchehon 
 

Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, AP 

 

dhorom@dghindia.gov.in 

 

8720909073 
 

 

76 

 

Shri Rupam Handique 

 

Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Duliajan 
 

rupam.handique@dghindia.gov.in 

 

8011324733  
77 Shri Kashyap Borgohain Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Agartala kashyap.b@dghindia.gov.in 8638034534 

 
78 Ms Sadrita Dutta Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Agartala sadrita.dutta@dghindia.gov.in 7005031912 

 
 

79 

 

Shri Debojit Borah  

 

Hydrocarbon Professional, DGH, Noida 
 

debojit.borah@dghindia.gov.in 

 

6901259418  
 

80 

 
Shri Tarun Kumar Mathuria 

 

ED (BM), ONGC, Jorhat 

 

mathurai_tk@ongc.co.in 

 

9410390110 
 

81 Shri Asutosh Verma DGM (GP), ONGC, Jorhat verma2@ashutosh@ongc.co.in  
 

82 Shri Rajeev Verma CGM (GP), ONGC, Delhi verma_r@ongc.co.in  

 
 

83 

 
Shri R N Buragohain 

 

DGM(D), ONGC , Jorhat 

 

buragohain_rn@ongc.co.in 

 

9428332991  
84 Shri Dibya Jyoti Borah GM(GP), ONGC, Jorhat borah_dibya@ongc.co.in 9410391957  



85 Dr. Sitanshu Chief Geologist, ONGC , Agartala sitanshu@ongc.co.in 9868877351 

 
86 Shri Sudhir Kumar DGM(GP), ONGC, Jorhat kumar_sudhir5@ongc.co.in 7042196571 

 
87 Ms. Pinky Rai CGM, (Head- Env), ONGC, Jorhat  rai_pinky@ongc.co.in 9969228630  

88 Ms. Alaknanda Dubey CE (Env), ONGC, Jorhat  dubey_alaknanda@ongc.co.in 9643301016  

 

89 

 

Mrs. Yashrakshita 

 
Suptdg. Geologist, ONGC, Silchar  

 

yashrakshita@ongc.co.in 

 

8800221034 
 

 

90 

 

Ms S.Lily P.Chawang 

 
GM(E&T) , ONGC, Jorhat 

 

chawang_lily@ongc.co.in 

 

9968282242 
 

 

91 

 

Mr. Arunabh Parasher 

Head Expl Coord &  
Director (NE Operations), Vedanta 

 

Arunabh.Parasher@cairnindia.com 
 

9910498287 
 

 

92 

 

Mr. Dilip Kumar Bera 
 
DGM(Environment), Vedanta 

 

dilipkumar.bera@cairnindia.com 
 

8826811336  
 

93 

 

Dr Bhoma Ram Jat 

Chief Environment Manager, 
Barmer, Vedanta 

 

bhomaram.jat@ cairnindia.com 

 

8003996696 
 

94 Mr Navratan Sharma Chief HSE Officer, Vedanta navratan.sharma@cairnindia.com 8527044766 

 
 

95 

 

Mr Pranab Jyoti Sarma 

 
CGM (PNPCL), NRL, Guwahati 

 

pranabjyoti.sharma@nrl.co.in 

 

9435154482  
96 Mr BA Mandanna VP ( Projects), SECON Pvt Ltd, 

Mumbai 
mandanna.ba@secon.in 9820917124 

 



97 Shri Kushal Mahanta Managing Partner, Assam 
Environmental Systems (AES) 

kushalm_aes@yahoo.com   9435055318  

 

98 

 
Shri Arka Ruchir Mahanta 

 
Manager, AES 

 
arkaruchir@gmail.com   

 

8638021637  
 

99 

 
Shri Parthajeet Mahanta 

 
Chief Operating Officer, AES 

 
parthajeetm.aes@gmail.com 

 

8822155140  
100 Shri Satyaki Saikia Project Coordinator (Bhuban Mitra), AES satyakisaikia@gmail.com   8812856650 

 
101 Shri Zawed Ul Haque 

Hazarika 
Assistant Coordinator (Bhuban 
Mitra), AES 

zawedhazarika@gmail.com  9365294304 

 
 

102 
 

Shri Manohar Choudhury  

 
MD , Assam Petroleum Ltd ( APL) 

 

choudhury.m@assampetro.com 

 

9854047117  
 

103 
 

Shri Spandan Goswami  

 
Manager-Operations, APL 

 

spandan_goswami@assampetro.com 

 

8471896639  
104 Mr Pingku Goswami Consultant, Assam Petroleum Ltd pinkugoswami1964@gmail.com 8638861591 

 
105 Smt.L.J.Syiemiong, IFS DIG(F), RO, MoEF&CC ,Shillong hp140@ifs.nic.in 9436334834 

 
106 Dr.H.Tynsong Scientist ‘E’,  

RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 
h.tynsong@gov.in 9362766264 

 
 

107 
 

Dr.V.Saio 

Scientist ‘D’, 
 RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

 

valr.saio@gov.in 

 

9863325340 
 

 

108 
 

Mrs.B.S.Louitthma 

Scientist ‘C’, 
 RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

 

bashila.70@gov.in 

 

9436119576 
 



 

109 
 

Mrs.M.K.Nongsiej 

 
PPS, RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

 

nongsiej.medari@gov.in 

 

8257941011 
 

110 Mrs.J.Lyngkhoi Section Officer,  
RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

j.lyngkhoi@gov.in   

111 Shri M.P.Rimal Section Officer,  
RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

moti.rimal@gov.in   

 

112 
 

Shri.S.Z.Mate 

 
UDC, RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

 
haopuumate.sz@zsi.gov.in 

 

8297150978  
 

113 
 

Mrs.M.Langstieh 

 
LDC, RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

 

m.langstieh@gov.in 

 

7085873370 
 

114 Shri N.S.Tron MTS, RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong tron.nelson@gov.in   
 

115 
 

Ms.Baphylla Langstieh 

 
MTS, RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

 

baphylla.langstieh@gov.in 

 

9436119576  
 

116 
 

Shri.Gerald R Kharbuli 

 
MTS, RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

 

gerald.kharbuli@gov.in 

 

9774484849 
 

117 Shri.Hirak Jyoti Borah MTS, RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 
 

hiracborah.98@gov.in 9101390196 

 
 

118 
 

Shri Gary Raphael Majaw 

 
Legal Assistant,  
RO, MoEF&CC,  Shillong 

 
 
gary.rapz@govcontractor.in 

 

8794078360 

 
 

119 
 

Shri Albert Jana 

Office Assistant,  
RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

 
aallz.jana@govcontractor.in 

 

6909416894 
 



120 Shri Kitboklang Khonglah Office Assistant,  
RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

k.khonglah@govcontractor.in 9485028598 

 
121 Shri Banteiskhem Pasi 

Kharkongor 
Jr Technical Associate, 
 RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

banteijta@gmail.com 9612945309 

 
122 Sh.Arnawanki Langbang MTS, RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong arnawanki123langbang@gmail.com 9362065900 

 
 

123 
 
Mrs Ryngkatmon Sumer  

Assistant (L/Section),  
RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

 

ryngkatsumer@gmail.com 

 

9612125079 
 

124 Sh Richsterfield Dohtdong  Driver, RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong    
 

125 
Shri.. Perfect Leader  
Thongney 

Project Assistant,  
RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

 

thongneyperfectleader6@gmail.com 

 

7379328969 
 

 

126 
 
Ms.Ana Sangma 

 Project Assistant,  
RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong 

 

anasangma1994@gmail.com 

 

7005667521 
 

127 Baphylla Langstah MTS, RO, MoEF&CC, Shillong baphylla.langstah@gov.in 9612465991  
128 Shri Ballav Baruah Sr Consultant,  

Assam Hydrocarbon Energy Co Ltd 
mcm1@ahecl.in 9619240373 

 
129 Shri K N Singh CGM( S&LR), GAIL knsingh@gail.co.in 9910106928  
130 Shri Sanjay Kumar GM (S&LR), GAIL sanjay.kumar@gail.co.in 9818829565  
131 Shri Gokul Chandra 

Swargiyari 
MD, Assam Gas Company Ltd gokul.swargiyari@agclgas.com 7002100966  

132 Shri Vikali Chishi Sr Mgr (BD & Mktg),  
Assam Gas Company Ltd 

vikali.chishi@agclgas.com  7086070077  

133 Sri Rajnesh Gogoi  MD, Assam Petrochemical Ltd md@assampetrochemicals.co.in 9435132319  
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134 Shri Avnish Zindal Director, Ramayana Ispat Pvt Ltd aj@bocindia.in 8588099955  
135 Shri Manuj Baruah CEO, Purba Bharati Gas Pvt. Ltd manujbaruah@agclgas.com 8486030705  
136 Shri R. S. Gill, IFS PCCF & HoFF, Meghalaya pccfmegh@gmail.com 0364-2952140  
137 Shr. H. C. Chaudhary, IFS Addl PCCF, Meghalaya am077@ifs.nic.in 0364-2227311  
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Pain Point Issues Related to O&G 
E&P Activities in NER - Proposed for 

Discussion Today

Joydev Lahiri, General Secretary
Society for Petroleum Professionals



 
Pain Point Issues related to O&G E&P Activities -We Propose to Discuss Today 

1) “Goa Foundation Case Judgement of Supreme Court” on “Ban of Mining 
Activities” inside PA and within 1 Km from boundary of the PAs- Not applicable 
for O&G E&P activities in reference to Supreme Court’s order dtd 07.09.2017 

2) 13 issues need to be considered related to FC approval process introduced wef 
01.12.2023 under Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rule, 2023 for O&G 
E&P activities 

3) Ongoing vicious cycle between “Recommendation of Provisional EC by EAC 
subjected to submission of Stage-I FC ” and its “ Null and Void” status when 
approached with Stage-I Forest Clearance after its approval in 4-5 yrs time 

§ Stage I FC submission Timeline is 12 months only (extendable by 6 months) 
for the cases EC provisionally recommended -Failing which, EC to be applied 
afresh  

§ Validity of EIA Report and Public Hearing (PH) proceedings are 3 years and 
when approached with Stage-I FC after 4/5 years it requires fresh base line 
studies for the EIA report and fresh PH process  

4) Uniform fees for grant of Consent to Establish (CTE) or Consent to Operate 
(CTO) proposed by MoEF&CC vide draft gazette notification GSR 423 (E) dtd 
19.07.2024 -Needs stakeholder consultations before final notification   

5) 10 Km ESZ area continuing for more than last one and half decades since 4th 
December, 2006 for 8 PAs in Assam & Arunachal Pradesh in pursuance to 
Supreme Court’s order in WP (C) 460/2004- Draft Notifications yet to be 
Published for 5 PAs in Assam and Draft/Final notifications for 3 PAs in 
Arunachal Pradesh  

6) Separate procedures to be formulated for Wildlife Clearance approvals of 
projects from SC-NBWL for proposals executed in ESZ areas of the PAs, 
instead of treating these at par with the projects inside the PAs- Mechanism 
introduced by Ministry on 26.09.2014 for Wildlife clearances approval directly 
from SC-NBWL at Central level for projects in ESZ areas has been withdrawn 
wef 01.05.2015 as a cascading effect of an OM from IA division dtd 30.03.2015   

7) Separate Wildlife Clearance Application Forms to be formulated for projects 
in ESZ areas and Projects inside PAs , instead of using common Form both 
the cases- As only section 3(2)(v) of the Environment (Protection) Act 1986 and 
Rule 5 (viii) and (x) of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986 and EIA 
Notification, 2006 are applicable in ESZ area. WLC required in ESZ areas in 
compliance of Supreme Court’s order dtd 04.12.2006 against WP(C) 460/2004 
only and not under W(P) Act, 1972, which is applicable for projects inside PAs  

 



 

8) EC for both ‘A’ and ‘B2’ category projects to be granted with number of wells 
along with Block coordinates- Coordinates of wells not to be insisted-            
Such  was followed earlier and discontinued of late 

Justification:  EIA study is done for the entire block as well as 10 Km radius from the 
block   boundary- Hence so long the no of wells remains unchanged within the block 
boundary in NFL, well coordinates have no significancy in the Baseline data of EIA 
Report – Thus well coordinates not to be insisted 

9) Relaxation on EC grant process for the O&G E&P Projects closed to International 
Borders and falling under the Territorial Jurisdiction of BSF notified by GoI on 
11.10.2021 -Such may be considered as “Strategic Energy Project of National 
Importance” and EC may be granted either as B2 category Projects under EIA 
Notification, 2006 by exempting Public Hearings and EIA Study 

Relaxation proposed in line with FC exemption granted by GoI under Van 
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhinuyam, 1980 for distance up to 100 Km along 
international borders for project of National Importance / National Securities and  
strategic linear projects 

10)  Lands notified as forests in records of the State Govt but practically at present 
there is no forest cover over ground due to change in demographic patterns 
over last 3/4 decades- Need to be considered for De-Reservation  

11)  1,157 Km Naharkatiya- Barauni Pipeline of OIL laid in 1960s, much prior to 
enactment of FCA, 1980 and W(P) Act, 1972, need to be exempted from Forest 
Clearance  and Wildlife Clearance approval processes for Day to day 
Repair/Maintenance and Upgradation works- A site inspection may be 
undertaken in OIL’s Pipeline ROW of 1960s to amend the OM of the Ministry 
dtd 23.12.2022, which wrongly envisaged that, with the passage of time, natural 
vegetation and Tree have grown over the Pipeline ROW of OIL and by breaking 
of lands in connection with  Day to Day Repair/ Maint/Upgradation works inside 
forests would result into felling of trees and damage the surrounding Flora & 
fauna -Hence granted FCA, 1980 exemption for a maximum period of 3 months 
for tackling Emergency situations like Pipeline leak/ burst etc  

12) Oil & Gas E&P activities are not to be ‘Prohibited’ in final site specific ESZ 
notifications (Published or To be published) - It should be permitted as 
‘Regulated’ activity by forming a ‘Monitoring Committee’   

13) Subsidence Study condition not to be stipulated in all EC orders, as O&G E&P 
activities do not cause any land subsidence affects 

14)  These are not to be stipulated in all EC Orders and may be considered for 
permanent Production installations-  

Monitoring of fugitive emission of methane using Infra-red camera / Trapping & 
Storing of  CO2 / Mobile ETP coupled with RO for drilling locations/ Zero Liquid 
Discharge at drilling locations / Making of Pucca Approach Road to Drilling sites 
to minimize generation of suspended dust – Else such results to non-
compliances when seeking CCR from RO, MoEF&CC for Expansion projects 



15) Green Belt development in 33% of the total Block area should be applicable  for 
Permanent Production Installations only and not for all Cases, viz: Offshore drilling 
activities within 12 nautical miles, Onshore temporary drilling activities and when the 
entire Project is executed in forest lands 

16) Clarification on EC Validity for O&G E&P Projects Vice-versa CTO Grants by 
PCB/PCCs- Grant of CTOs denied in some States even after putting the part of the 
Project activities into Production within 10 years validity period of EC   

17) An uniform SOP need to be formulated for grant of B2 Category Exploratory ECs –As 
the present evaluation/ approval process varies from State to State 

18)  Validity of EC for O&G E&P Projects is only 10 years with provision of extension by 
max one year, whereas PML blocks are normally allotted by GoI for 20 years- To 
consider for making EC validity Coterminous with the validity period of PML  

19) Validity of CCR ( Certified Compliance Report) for Expansion Projects to be increased 
from 1 year to 3 years in line with the validity of EIA Report and PH proceeding are 
made 3 yrs vide OM dtd 08.06.2022 

20) Whether NPV @ 2% still payable while granting O&G PMLs involving Forest lands in 
pursuance to OM dtd 24.06.2015 ? Since FC approval from Central Govt under section 
2(1) (iii) of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhinyam, 1980 has been abolished 
under new FC Regulations and at present no provision available in PARIVESH portal 
for on-line payment of NPVs prior to grant of PML by the respective State/UT Govt.  

21) Request for formulation of a “Standard Check List for raising EDS Queries” against 
FC proposals- Repeated EDSs are raised against the same proposals at various levels  

22)  Suggestions for resolving the CA land non-availability issue in NER  

23) Wildlife Management Plan not to be insisted by EAC (Industry-2) while considering ‘A’ 
category EC proposals - As preparation and Implementation of Wildlife Management 
Plan is the responsibility of the State/UT Govts and UAs only have to deposit 2% of 
the total Project Cost in ‘CAMPA’ fund towards the said account (OM 08.06.2022) 

24) In Assam, CTE is not granted till EC is accorded for the Project- A clarification OM 
required from the Ministry 

25)  May consider for abolishing submission of 6 monthly EC Compliance Report for 
Projects declared Financial Closures and the Project is put into Operational services 
and monitored with CTO under Air & water Acts  

26) CTE need to be Exempted for the Projects having EC / applied for EC- CPCB already 
issued guidelines in this respect on 02.02.2017 and 02.11.2018  

27)  Preparation of Digitised Map for Forest and Wildlife areas in NER 

Request for Resolving the Two Long Pending Issues of NER:  

1) OIL is not getting possession of 7.111 ha Forest lands due to encroachments in 
Locations KUP & KUL in Ningru PML under Diyun Circle of Changlang district in 
Arunachal Pradesh-   Final FC granted on 25th February, 2021 

2) Regularization of FC Violation Case for 30 drilling locations (31.79 Ha) in Kharsang 
PML of GeoEnpro Petroleum Ltd in Arunachal Pradesh awaited since 2019 even after 
settlement of Rs 12.57 cr as Panel CA  and Panel NPV as per directive of Central Govt 
while granting FC vide letter dtd 27.09.2017 under section 2(iii) of FCA, 1980 for the 
purpose of granting PML by the State Govt of Arunachal Pradesh 



“Goa Foundation Case Judgement of 
Supreme Court” on “Ban of Mining 

Activities” inside PA or within 1
Km from boundary of the PA

Not applicable for O&G E&P activities in reference to Supreme 
Court’s order dtd 07.09.2017 on OIL’s ERD Projects



 
Extraction of Natural Gas / Oil Can not be considered as ‘Mining’ in 
terms of Hon'ble Supreme Court order dated 04.08.2006 in IA 1000 in 
WP (C) No. 202/1995- Hence “Ban on Mining Activities” inside PAs and 
within 1 Km from the Boundary of the PAs  in compliance to “Goa 
Foundation Case Judgement” of Supreme Court dtd 21.04.2014 in IA-
1000 of WP (C) No. 202/1995  followed with last order of Supreme Court 
dtd 26.04.2023 is not applicable for O&G E&P activities   

A) Operational Frameworks: O&G E&P Activities and 
Conventional Mining Activities 

§ Extraction of “Mineral Oils” (Petroleum Oil & Natural Gas) governed under 
Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Act, 1948 and Mining of other 
“Minerals” governed under First Schedule of MMDR Act, 1957- Distinct 
Constitutional, Legislative and Operational frameworks prevails  

Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Amendment Act, 2024 passed in Rajya 
Sabha on 03.12.2024 clarifies that Extraction of “Mineral Oils” (Petroleum Oil 
& Natural Gas) is not ‘Mining’ activities 

§ Regulations 3 (aa) & 3(b) of MMDR Act, 1957 Excludes “Mineral Oil (Natural 
Gas and Petroleum Oil)” from the purview of the MMDR Act, 1957 

§  Under purview of Forest Regulations, O&G E&P Activities are presently treated at 
par with Coal, Iron and other mining activities performed under purview of  MMDR 
Act, 1957, which attracts “Goa Foundation Case Judgement” of S’Court dtd 
21.04.2014 in IA-1000 of WP (C) No. 202/1995 followed with its subsequent order 
dtd 26.04.2023 but no way this judgement attracts O&G E&P activities 

§ Under EIA Notification, 2006, Oil & Gas E&P activities are considered as 
“Industrial Project” under schedule 1(b) and  Mining Projects are categorised 
in EIA Notification under schedule 1(a)  

B) Supreme Court’s Final Judgement dtd 07.09.2017 in OIL’s ERD Project 
beneath Dibru-Saikhowa NP, Assam 

‘Goa Foundation Case’ judgement dtd 21.04.2014 is not applicable for 
OIL’s ERD Project (O&G  E&P activities) since ‘Goa Foundation Case’ 
judgement is applicable only to Open Cast/ Surface Mining Leases granted 
under MMDR Act, 1957 and Oil Mining Leases are granted under Oilfields 
(Regulation and Development) Act, 1948  



 

 
B.1) Supreme Court awarded Final Judgement on 07.09.2017 for OIL’s 
      ERD Project beneath Dibru-Saikhowa NP, Assam based on followings:  

§ Recommendation of CEC vide its Report dtd 09.05.2016 against IAs 
3934 of 2016 and IA 3788 of 2014 in WP(C) no 202 of 1995- CEC 
Clarified  in Para (6) and (7) of the Report that, ‘Goa Foundation Case’ 
judgement is not applicable for ERD campaign of OIL to drill 7 wells to 
access Hydrocarbon Reservoir beneath Dibru-Saikhowa NP in Assam 
and use of this technology in no way adversely Impact the Flora and 
Fauna around the NP 

§ SC-NBWL approved the Project in its 44th meeting held on 29.07.2017 
in conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015 and Supreme 
Court’s Directive to SC-NBWL vide its order dtd 28.07.2017 for OIL’s 
ERD Project 

 

CEC’s Report dtd 09.05.2016 



 



 

Supreme Court’s Approval for OIL’s ERD Project vide Order dtd 07.09.2017  



 

 



C) Chronology of approval of OIL’s ERD Project by SC-NBWL and then by 
Supreme Court  

Supreme Court passed Six orders to SC-NBWL/MoEF&CC including 
imposing a fine of Rs 25,000/- to MoEF&CC prior to its Final Judgement dtd 
07.09.2017 against OIL’s ERD Project  in IAs 3934 of 2016 and IA 3788 of 2014 
are as follows: 

§ Supreme Court’s order dtd 10.05.2016: Directed SC-NBWL for consideration of 
OIL’s ERD Project for due approval or submit a report to the Court, if found 
the proposal is not worth for acceptance/approval 

§ Supreme Court’s orders dtd 03.03.2017 and 13.04.2017: Directed SC-NBWL to 
furnish Report within 4 weeks time against OIL’s ERD project in reference to its 
earlier order dtd 10.05.2016  

§ Supreme Court’s order dtd 09.05.2017: Imposed a fine of Rs 25,000/- to 
MoEF&CC, since no report was forwarded by MoEF&CC to the Apex court against 
its previous Three orders   

§ OIL’s ERD proposal was listed for first time for hearing in the 42nd meeting of SC-
NBWL held on 15.05.2017 and Chief Wildlife Warden (CWLW), Assam was 
directed to send his report latest by 31.05.2017- CWLW vide his report dtd 
24.05.2017 negated the OIL’s proposal which MoEF&CC submitted to Supreme 
Court through affidavit on 06.07.2017 and OIL submitted reply affidavit to Supreme 
Court on 12.07.2017  

§ Supreme Court’s order dtd 17.07.2017: Directed Member Secretary, SC-NBWL 
to resolve the OIL’s ERD Proposal issue once for all by convening a meeting on 
24th July,2017 at 11:00 hrs by inviting OIL, Commissioner & Secretary (Env & 
Forests), Govt of Assam and Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam  

§ Member Secretary, SC-NBWL accordingly convened a meeting on 24.07.2017 
under Chairmanship of DGF&SS, MoEF&CC which along with OIL was attended 
by Addl Chief Secretary, GoA, Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam and it was 
directed to CWLW to send its revised report at the earliest so that OIL’s proposal 
can be listed/approved in SC-NBWL meeting scheduled on 29.07.2017   

§ Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam recommended OIL’s ERD Proposal on 26.07.2017, 
which was submitted by MoEF&CC to Supreme Court on 27.07.2017 intimating 
that same will be taken up on 29.07.2017 

§ Supreme Court’s order dtd 28.07.2017: Directed SC-NBWL to decide on the 
ERD proposal of OIL in its scheduled meeting on 29.07.2017 and intimate the 
Court its decision before next hearing scheduled on 14.08.2017  

§ SC-NBWL approved OIL’s ERD project in its 44th meeting held on 29.07.2017 
in conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015 and in compliance to 
Supreme Court’s directive vide order dtd 28.07.2017 

§ Supreme Court vide its order dtd 07.09.2017 approved the OIL’s ERD project 
based on CEC’s Report dtd 09.05.2016 (recommended non-applicability of “ Goa 
Foundation Case Judgement”) and approval of the same by SC-NBWL in its 44th 
meeting held on 29.07.2017 

In spite of going through above approval process - FC proposal for OIL’s ERD Project 
applied on 04.09.2017 has been rejected by FAC on 04.07.2024  

 



Rejection of OIL’s ERD Project is a Loss to Nation: 

 7 ERD wells proposed by OIL was to produce 700 KL Crude Oil per day which in turn 
intended to save about Rs. 450 crores of foreign currency per annum towards import 
of crude oil and approx. Rs 225 crores per annum likely to contribute to the State and 
Central exchequer in the form of taxes etc 

D) Other Legal Perspectives :Extraction of Natural Gas / Oil Can not be 
considered as ‘Mining’ in terms of Hon'ble Supreme Court order dated 
04.08.2006 in IA 1000 in WP (C) No. 202/1995 

§ Legal Opinions also given earlier by SGI (14th May, 2021) , Addl SGI (22nd 
June, 2017) and Advocate General of Tripura (6th May, 2019) - Extraction of 
Natural Gas / Oil Can not be considered as ‘Mining’ in terms of Hon'ble 
Supreme Court order dated 04.08.2006 in IA 1000 in WP (C) No. 202/1995 

§ Supreme Court vide its order dtd 05.10.2015 Empowered Standing 
Committee of National Board for Wildlife (SC-NBWL) to approve Projects inside 
the PAs in Conformity to “Goa Foundation Case Judgement” and its other 
orders dtd 14.02.2000, 16.12.2002, 13.11.2000, 9.5.2002, 25.11.2005 and 
14.09.2007 etc- It clarified that Decision of SC-NBWL is binding for all and 
only CEC can challenge SC-NBWL’s decision by flinging appropriate 
application before the Supreme Court 
Hence Project approved by SC-NBWL in conformity to “ Goa Foundation Case 
in compliance to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015 can’t be rejected without 
further referring the matter to Supreme Court through CEC 

§ In conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015, SC-NBWL 
approved following O&G E&P projects: 

i) Projects within 1 Km from the boundary of the PA in Assam was 
approved by SC-NBWL in the 43rd meeting (27.06.2017), which 
previously was rejected in the SC-NBWL’s 42nd meeting (15.05.2017), 
considering ‘Mining’ and applicability of Goa Foundation case   

ii) OIL’s ERD Project deep beneath the forest surface of PA in Assam  was 
approved in SC-NBWL’s 44th meeting (29.07.2017) as per chronology 
appraised above  

iii) Seven Projects inside PA in Tripura was provisionally approved first in 
SC-NBWL’s 52nd meeting (10.01.2019) was given final approval in  SC-
NBWL’s 65th meeting (24.09.2021) after obtaining due legal opinions on 
‘Mining’ or not from SGI and Advocate General of Tripura  

iv) Approved two project Inside PA in Tripura in SC-NBWL’s 71st meeting 
(29.12.2022) in respect to approval of above projects 

SC-NBWL approved these Four projects after due confirmation that, O&G  E&P 
activities can not be considered as ‘Mining’ in terms of Hon'ble Supreme Court order 
dated 04.08.2006 in IA 1000 in WP (C) No. 202/1995 and thus ‘Goa Foundation Case’ 
judgement dtd 21.04.2014 is not applicable for O&G  E&P activities- As on date, except 
Project no (i) referred above, rest three are stands as ‘Rejected’  
 



E) Request to MoEF&CC for Reconsideration of FC Proposals rejected for 
following Three cases which were  approved by SC-NBWL in conformity to “Goa 
Foundation Case Judgement” and in conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd 
05.10.2015  

1) Rejected in 2024: ERD FC Proposal of OIL to drill 7 wells beneath Dibru-
saikhowa NP Assam, approved by SC-NBWL in its 44th meeting on 29.07.2017 
and Supreme Court also accorded its approval for it vide order dtd 07.09.2017- 
FAC rejected the proposal in the meeting held on 4th July, 2024 
(FP/AS/MIN/28749/2017)  

2) Rejected in 2023: 2 FC proposals of ONGC for drilling locations TIDG & TIDC 
inside Trishna WLS, Tripura,  approved by SC-NBWL in its 71st meeting held 
on 29.12.2022 returned to State vide RO’s letter dtd 30.08.2023 
(FP/TR/MIN/13523/2015 and FP/TR/MIN/13520/2015) 

3) Rejected in 2022: 4 FC proposals of ONGC for drilling locations TIAC, TIDF, 
TIDE & TIDA inside Trishna WLS, Tripura, approved by SC-NBWL in its 65th 
meeting held on 24.09.2021 returned to State vide RO’s letter dtd 11.11.2022 
(FP/TR/MIN/13529/2015, FP/TR/MIN/13527/2015 , FP/TR/MIN/13525/2015 
and FP/TR/MIN/13524/2015 ) 

F) Extraction of O&G E&P activities are equated at par with Coal, Iron and 
other Mining activities under purview of Forest Regulations, where Coal, 
Iron and other Mining activities are governed under MMDR Act, 1957, which 
doesn’t include ‘Mineral Oil ( Oil & Gas)’ 

§ “Mining” related all OM /Guidelines framed by the Ministry under 
purview of the ‘Forest Regulations’ are Exclusively specific to MMDR 
Act, 1957 only and  Extraction of O&G E&P activities are equated at par 
with Coal, Iron and other Mining activities performed under purview of 
MMDR ACT, 1957  

§ Supreme Court’s order dtd 08.08.2014 in conjunction with CEC’s report 
dtd 25.02.2014 against IA-3627 of 2013, well clarified in Para 6(vi) and 
Para (8) of CEC’s Report that- Oil & Gas E&P activities Grossly Differ 
Materially from the “Mining of Minerals” under provision of the 
MMDR Act, 1957- It also spelt clearly that, Guidelines issued by 
MoEF&CC from time to time regarding payment of the NPV etc in 
respect to Mining Leases granted under the MMDR Act, 1957 only and 
no such guidelines have so far been issued for Oil PML blocks granted 
under purview of Petroleum and Natural Gas Rules, 1959  

§  Forest Advisory Committee also Realized in its meetings held on 
23.04.2019 and 31.07.2019 that, Equating O&G E&P Activities with 
Coal, Iron and other Mining activities is not Justified:  

o The guidelines related to Exploration and Developmental 
activities in the forest areas for hydrocarbon sector had been 
deliberated many times in MoEF&CC but still there are certain 
issues related to Hydrocarbon sector which needs to be resolved 
for which MoEF&CC is receiving repeated requests from 
stakeholders of Hydrocarbon sectors for appropriate 



modifications in the existing guidelines of MoEF&CC – Quotes 
from MoM 

o Exploration activities in hydrocarbon sector is equated with the 
Exploration activities in Coal and Iron sector for the purpose 
of  Diversion of forest land under the provisions of FCA 1980 -This 
has apparently created many difficulties in obtaining FC 
approvals– Quotes from MoM 

o Prospecting (including Seismic Surveys) and Exploration 
activities in Hydrocarbon Sector cannot be Regulated as per 
general guidelines meant for Mining of other Minerals under 
MMDR Act, 1957 – Quotes from MoM 
 

 

 

Abstract from Minutes FAC Mee?ng Held on 23.04.2019  



 
After obtaining legal opinion from Dept of Legal Affairs Secretary, MoPNG vide 
above DO letter dtd 9th January, 2020  requested Secretary, MoEF&CC -To frame 
different Forest Regulations for O&G Upstream sector instead of treating it at par with 
the ‘ Mining Operations’ carried out under MMDR Act, 1957, viz Coal, Iron, Manganese 
etc -Ministry vide OM dtd 03.11.2022 introduced “Mining of Mineral Oil” a 
separate category in PARIVESH Portal for submission of FC applications for O&G 
E&P projects- But O&G E&P projects are still treated under FC Regulations at par with 
the coal, Iron, Manganese  mining activities administrated under MMDR Act, 1957 

Secretary, MoPNG’s DO leMer dtd 09.01.2020 to Secretary, MoEF&CC 



 
 

Introduction of “Mining of Mineral Oil” a separate category in PARIVESH Portal vide OM dtd 03.11.2022  



In above backdrop, we request Ministry for Consideration of followings: 
1) MoEF&CC may consider to make separate provisions and guidelines for 

granting Forest Clearance to Oil & Gas E&P projects, as requested by the 
Secretary, MoPNG vide hid DO letter dtd 09.01.2020 to the Secretary, 
MoEF&CC after obtaining due opinion from Department of Legal Affairs- 
Instead of Equating Oil & Gas E&P activities at par with Coal and other Mining 
activities performed under purview of First Schedule of MMDR Act, 1957  

Note: 

i) With implementation of Oilfields (Regulation and Development) 
Amendment Act, 2024 (already passed in Rajya Sabha on 03.12.2024), 
O&G E&P Activities no more by default also can be considered as 
‘Mining’ like coal, iron etc  

ii) Framing of separate FC Regulations for O&G E&P activities may be 
considered in line with the Oil Mines Regulation,1984 (amended in 2017) 
formulated under Mines Act, 1952 to monitor Safety and Labor Welfares 
related issues associated with O&G E&P Activities -Similar modalities 
may be thought of under purview of Van (Sanrakshan Evam 
Samvardhan) Adhinyam, 1980   

2) To consider for amendment of OM dtd 12.09.2023 on ‘FC Exemption for ERD 
Projects’ and FC may be exempted for O&G ERD Projects beneath Forest 
Surfaces of PAs / ESZ areas of PAs / Sensitive Corridors and Other Wildlife 
Sensitive areas in line with exemption permitted for RFs vide OM dtd 
12.09.2023  

3) Reconsideration for approving following FC Proposals approved by SC-NBWL 
and Rejected by FC Division/FAC:  

i) Rejected in 2024: ERD FC Proposal of OIL to drill 7 wells beneath Dibru-
Saikhowa NP Assam, approved by SC-NBWL in its 44th meeting on 
29.07.2017 and Supreme Court also accorded its approval for it vide 
order dtd 07.09.2017- FAC rejected the proposal in the meeting held on 
4th July, 2024 (FP/AS/MIN/28749/2017)  

ii) Rejected in 2023: 2 FC proposals of ONGC for drilling locations TIDG 
& TIDC inside Trishna WLS, Tripura,  approved by SC-NBWL in its 71st 
meeting held on 29.12.2022 returned to State vide RO’s letter dtd 
30.08.2023 (FP/TR/MIN/13523/2015 and FP/TR/MIN/13520/2015) 

iii) Rejected in 2022: 4 FC proposals of ONGC for drilling locations TIAC, 
TIDF, TIDE & TIDA inside Trishna WLS, Tripura, approved by SC-NBWL 
in its 65th meeting held on 24.09.2021 returned to State vide RO’s letter 
dtd 11.11.2022 (FP/TR/MIN/13529/2015, FP/TR/MIN/13527/2015 , 
FP/TR/MIN/13525/2015 and FP/TR/MIN/13524/2015 ) 

 
 



Forest Clearance Approval Patterns 
in NE States of Arunachal Pradesh, 

Assam and Tripura

Prior to Enactment of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules, 
2023 wef 01.12.2023
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19 Recommendations of the 1st 
Edition of the NE Regional Workshop 

held on 21st October, 2019

Forwarded to Centre vide RO, MoEF&CC’s letter
dated 11th December, 2019



Top Recommendations After 1st Edition of Workshop
Held on 21 October, 2019
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Maps Showing Oil Blocks Falling 
Within 50 Km Territorial Jurisdiction 

of BSF from International Borders
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Sl. No Document details Date of Publish 
1 FC Transfer Procedure 
1.1 Guidelines under Forest (Conserva2on) Act, 1980 for transfer of 

approvals granted under the Forest (Conserva2on) Act, 1980 to 
mining leases allo@ed to new lessee as per the provisions of the 
Mines and Minerals (Development and Regula2on) Amendment 
Act, 2021. 

7th July, 2021 

1.2 Request for modifica2on in MoEFCC guideline dated 07 2t July 
2021 regarding transfer of approval granted under FC, Act, 1980 of 
mining lease allo@ed to a new lease. 

27th April, 2022 

1.3 MoEFCC to IRO Guwaha2 clarifica2on on re-diversion of FC. 23rd May, 2023 
   
2 FC Viola>ons  
2.1 Processing of proposals involving viola2on of Forest (Conserva2on) 

Act, 1980 - Authorising State Government/Union territory 
Administra2ons to take cognizance of the offence commi@ed under 
the Forest (Conserva2on) Act, 1980 

15th May, 2023 

2.2 Processing of proposals pertaining to viola2on of Forest 
(Conserva2on) Act, 1980 –reg. 

8th September, 
2022 

2.3 Processing of proposals involving ex-post facto approval under the 
Forest (Conserva2on) Act, 1980 cases pertaining to the viola2on of 
Forest (Conserva2on) Act, 1980 by the Integrated Regional Offices 
of the Ministry.  

22nd March. 2022 

   
3 Offshore- OISD  
3.1 Guidance notes to the PNG Rules, 2008 April, 2012 
3.2 Offshore Gaze@e No2fica2on, MoPNG 18th June, 2008 
3.3 Petroleum and Natural Gas (Safety in Offshore Opera2ons) Rules, 

2008. 
18th June, 2008 

   
4 Specific Important Circulars  
4.1 Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991  
4.2 Air Quality Standard, 2009  
4.3 The Air (Preven2on and Control of Pollu2on) Act, 1981  
4.4 Ba@ery M&H Rules, 2001  
4.5 Ba@ery Waste Rules, 2002  
4.6 Bio-Medical Waste Treatment Plant-EC 30th April, 2015 
4.7 BIS Standard Water  
4.8 E-Waste Rules, 2016  
4.9 E-Waste Management Rules, 2022  
4.10 EWM Rules, 2016  
4.11 General Standards For Discharge of Environmental Pollutants  
4.12 Hazardous and Other Wastes (Management and Transboundary 

Movement) Rules, 2016 
 

4.13 Plas2c Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2018  
4.14 Pollu2on Control Green Book  
4.15 Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016  
4.16 Water (Preven2on and Control of Pollu2on) Act, 1974  
4.17 Water (Preven2on and Control of Pollu2on) Cess Act, 1977  
4.18 Water Cess Rate, 2003  
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4.19 Water Rules, 1975  
4.20 Water Act, 1974  
   
5 PESO Rules  
5.1 Explosives Rules, 2008.  
5.2 Explosives Act, 1884  
5.3 Gas Cylinders Rules, 2004  
5.4 Inflammable Substances Act, 1952  
5.5 Manufacture, Storage and Import of Hazardous Chemical Rules, 

1989. 
 

5.6 The Petroleum Act, 1934  
5.7 Petroleum Rules 2001  
5.8 Sta2c and Mobile Pressure Vessels (Unfired) Rules, 1981  
   
6 PH related Office Memorandums  
6.1 Environmental clearance based on Comprehensive Environmental 

Pollu2on Index 
22nd January, 2010 

6.2 Adherance to procedure for conduct of Public Hearing 28th Sep, 2011 
6.3 Exemp2on from Public Consulta2on for projects within Industrial 

Estates 
27th April, 2018 

6.4 PH Exemp2on – 1  3rd June, 2009 
6.5 PH Exemp2on – 2 24th Aug, 2009 
6.6 PH Office Memorandum 30th Sep, 2020 
6.7 PH No addi2onal studies Office Memorandum 9th Oct, 2014 
6.8 PH viola2ons cases 12th Nov, 2020 
6.9 Procedure for PH- 1 19th April, 2010 
6.10 Procedure for PH- 2 9th Oct, 2014 
   
7 Plas>c Single Use Ban  
7.1 Implementa2on of ban on Single Use Plas2c OM 18th July, 2022 
7.2 Ban on Single Use Plas2c 21st July, 2022 
7.3 Gaze@e No2fica2on  12th Aug, 2021 
   
8 SC- NBWL approval not required in ESZ area if EC is not applicable  
8.1 ESZ area-Pipeline Laying-SC-NBWL Not Required 6th Sep, 2018 
8.2 Clarifica2ons on projects requiring prior approval of Standing 

Commi@ee of NBWL (SC-NBWL) under the provisions of Wildlife 
(Protec2on) Act, 1972 

24th July, 2020 

   
9 Cer>fied Compliance Report (CCR)  
9.1 Considera2on of expansion proposal for grant of EC 20_10_2009 
9.2 Considera2on of expansion proposal for grant of EC 30_05_2012 
9.3 EC for expansion projects  07.09.17 
9.4 Validity of CCR_ 08_06_2022 
9.5 Guideline for gran2ng EC for expansion of Coal mining projects 30.05.2014 
   
10 Corporate Environment Responsibility(CER)- OM  
10.1 CER OM_30 SEPT'2020 30.09.2020 
10.2 CER_OM_25_02_2021 25.02.2021 
10.3 Corporate Environment Responsibility- all OMs 01.05.2018 
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10.4 CER-OM-20 Oct'20 20.10.2020 
   
11 Central Ground Water Authority(CGWA) Related  
11.1 CGWA Process  
11.2 Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga 

Rejuvena2on- Gaze@e No2fica2on  
29th March, 2023 

11.3 Guidelines for Bulk Supplier  
11.4 Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga 

Rejuvena2on- Gaze@e No2fica2on  
24th September, 
2020 

11.5 Guidelines on Saline Water  
11.6 CONSOLIDATED MoJS GUIDELINES TO REGULATE AND CONTROL 

GROUND WATER EXTRACTION IN INDIA 
 

11.7 CGWA Note  
   
12 CRZ from APCZMA  
12.1 5 Km From Shore-AP-Pollu2on Control 23.11.2020 
12.2 Amendment to CRZ clearance datd 09.04.2012 01.05.2014 
12.3 CZMA-CZMP Authority  
12.4 EC-CRZ Combined Clearance 01.05.2017 
12.5 United EC & CRZ 13.11.2017 
   
13 CRZ OMs  
13.1 Coastal Pollu2on Control- 5 Km from Shore-Andhra Pradesh 23.11.2020 
13.2 Procedure for clearance of permissible ac2vi2es as per the CRZ 

no2fica2on, 2011  
26.04.2022 

13.3 COASTAL REGULATION ZONE NOTIFICATION MINISTRY OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 

6th January, 2011 

13.4 CRZ_No2fica2on 2019 18th January, 2019 
13.5 SOP for CRZ Map making 12.10.2023 
13.6 IPZ No2fica2on 2011 6th January, 2011 
13.7 IPZ No2fica2on_2022 05.05.2022 
13.8 Procedure for clearance of permissible ac2vi2es as per the CRZ 

no2fica2on, 2019 
29.11.2022 

   
14 Expansion Project-CCR  
14.1 Considera2on of expansion proposal for grant of EC 20_10_2009 
14.2 Considera2on of expansion proposal for grant of EC 30-05-2012 
   
15 FC Amendment Act-2023  
15.1 Fixing the appointed date on which the Forest act 2023 

 came into force 
03-11-2023 

15.2 THE FOREST (CONSERVATION) AMENDMENT ACT, 2023 Gaze@e 4th August, 2023 
   
16 FC must for SC-NBWL Mee>ng  
16.1 77th SC-NBWL MoM 30.01.24 
16.2 FC must before SC-NBWL 18-03-2024 
   
17 Seismic Survey forest land OM  
17.1 FAC Minutes 31.07.2019 
17.2 Seismic Survey forest land OM 30.09.2019 
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17.3 Seismic survey hydrocarbon and coal OM 14.01.2020 
17.4 Seismic Survey forest land OM 17.11.2020 
17.5 Scien2fic Reasearch in PAs -------------- 
   
18 Stage-I FC for EC  
18.1 Stage I FC must for EC 09.11.2011 
18.2 Stage-I FC if delayed-EC 18.05.2012 
   
19 Wildlife Management Plan Cost Payment  
19.1 Wildlife Management Plan 08.06.2022 
19.2 Wildlife Management Plan 10.01.2023 
19.3 Wildlife Management Plan 16.01.2023 
   
20 WL Related OM  
20.1 ESZ Proposal Direct to Delhi (NBWL) 26.09.2014 
20.2 ESZ Proposal Direct to Delhi (NBWL)-Enclosures 26.09.2014 
20.3 WLC in ESZ areas 26.09.2014 
20.4 Reforms in WLC 26.09.2014 
20.5 OM Reg projects within 10km of protected areas 20.08.2014 
20.6 WL-Inside PAs 24.02.2023 
20.7 OM Reg projects within 10km of protected areas 08.08.2019 
20.8 WL-NBWL Guideline-Revised 13.12.2023 
20.9 WL-Online Integra2on with FC and EC 10.04.2015 
20.10 Wildlife Passage Plan for Linear Projects 13.07.2018 

 



Delegate Kit Digital Content Inventory
Documents & Media in Pen Drives

List of Documents: 

Sl No. Document Details Date of Publish 
1.  FC Transfer 07.02.2014 
2.  7.5 m Safety Zone-For all O&G proposal FCs. 03.11.2023 
3.  8.8.14- State Govt not to Impose Further Conditions 08.08.2014 
4.  Guidelines regarding 2% NPV 24.06.2015 
5.  B1 & B2 Projects 24.12.2013 
6.  Compliance Certificate for Exp Projects 30.05.2012 
7.  Activities Permitted prior to EC 29.03.2022 
8.  Addl Conditionn Stage-1 Not allowed 22.03.2021 
9.  Adhiniyam Rules 2023-Guideline for States 29.11.2023 
10.  Baseline Data Validisation-3 yrs 08.06.2022 
11.  CA Applicabity for land diverted prior to 1980 21.03.2023 
12.  CA land PSU 18.08.2020 
13.  CA_Fund_Act 2016 03.08.2016 
14.  CAF(AP) Rules 2018 20.11.2018 
15.  CAF_Rules 2018 10.08.2018 
16.  CEA-2023 08.06.2023 
17.  CER-AII OMs ------------- 
18.  CMVR-2023-Gazette Notification 16.01.2023 
19.  Cost Benefit Analysis for FC -------------- 
20.  CPCB & PCB can also grant CCR 01.08.2017 

21.  
Drill Cuttings- Non-Hazardous HWR-2016 – Import 
and Export of Hazardous and other wastes 

04.04.2016 

22.  EC Registration  EC Complaint through Parivesh Portal 28.04.2021 

23.  
EC –FC requirement in ESZ area & Outside Protected 
Area 

17.05.2022 

24.  

Pre-embedded prior EC/FC for the identified mineral 
block with proven reserves (proposed mining lease 
areas) 

29.04.2020 

25.  
EC Clarification  of EC not applicable beyond 12 NM by 
Adani 

11.08.2020 

26.  
EC SOP for identification and handling of violation 
cases under EIA notification 2006 

07.07.2021 

27.  
EC Reforms under taken in Parivesh 2.0 for dealing 
with Category B proposals in SEIAA/SEAC 

08.12.2023 

28.  EC Procedure while surrendering prior EC 29.03.2022 

29.  

EC Clarification on the time period within which the 
EC has to be transferred after 
transfer/acquisition/change in name etc. of the 
company 

03.11.2023 
 

30.  EC  Procedure for handling EC Transfer 10.12.2021 

31.  
EC Compliance order passed by NGT in the matter of 
Jayant Kumar Vs MOEF&CC 

28.04.2023 

32.  EC-SOP-Dealing Mining Proposals 15.01.2024 

33.  
EC-Stay Order on Violation Case Handlings under EIA 
2006 

08.01.2024 

34.  
EDS Query if not replied within 30 days-  EC Proposal 
Delisted 

15.03.2021 
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35.  EIA Notification 1994 27.01.1994 
36.  EIA,2006 Violation Gazette & OMs 14.03.2017 
37.  EP Act,1986 23.05.1986 
38.  EP Rules,1986 19.12.1986 

39.  
Extended Reach Drilling(ERD) technology and the 
applicability of the FC Act 1980 

12.09.2023 

40.  ESZ Area SC-NBWL 24.07.2020 
41.  Change in land use-Expl FC for Dev Work 13.07.2022 

42.  

FC Guidelines regarding extension of period of validity 
of FC proposals for diversion of forest land for mining 
projects 

01.04.2015 

43.  
FC Proposal Auto Delisting as per Handbook and 
subsequent procedure for relisting 

18.10.2022 

44.  
FC Proposal Processing Guideline as per Van 
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 

29.11.2023 

45.  FC Applicability of FC Rule-2022 18.07.2022 
46.  Fc Rules 2022 28.06.2022 

47.  

FC-Transfer of approvals granted under FC Act,1980 
to mining leases allotted to new lessee as per the 
provision of MMDR amendment act 2020 & 2021 

21.09.2023 

48.  

FC –Gazette regarding processing of proposal 
involving violation of FC Act 1980-involving State 
Govt./UT administration officials for taking action and 
filling complaints 

04.07.2023 

49.  FC Amendment Act 2023 coming into Force 03.11.2023 
50.  FC FOREST (CONSERVATION) AMENDMENT ACT, 2023 04.08.2023 
51.  FC Rules 2003 10.01.2003 

52.  
FC-No hard copy required for processing of FC 
proposals 

22.12.2021 

53.  
FRA Ensuring compliance of scheduled tribes and 
other traditional forest dwellers 

30.07.2009 

54.  Guidelines for FC Approval-Less than 1 ha 20.02.2014 
55.  FRA Gramsabha not Required for Pipeline 05.02.2013 
56.  Indian Forest Act-1927 21.09.1927 
57.  Indian Forest Amendment Act 2017 05.01.2018 

58.  
Constitution of Inter-Ministerial Committee for FC EC 
Proposals 

19.04.2022 

59.  IROs not to recommend Conditional IPA 22.02.2023 
60.  EC Registration  EC Complaint through Parivesh Portal 28.04.2021 
61.  LA Act-1894 1894 
62.  LA Act-2013 2013 
63.   Lafarge Mining Judgement-2011 2011 

64.  
Land broken prior to 1980 and CA Applicability 
during Transfer-FC 

21.03.2023 

65.  Mineral Concession Rules, 1960 1960 
66.  Mineral Concession Rules, 2021 2021 
67.  ML Transfer-07.07.2021 07.07.2021 
68.  MMDR Act-2021 2021 
69.  NGT Act, 2010 2010 
70.  NGT Act-2010 2010 
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71.  NGT Rule, 2010 2010 
72.  Night Duty in Mines for Women Employees 24.05.2019 
73.  NPV Rate Revision 06.01.2022 
74.  NPV-Interest for Delayed Payment 02.012023 
75.  O&G-Under Mineral Oil Cat 03.11.2022 
76.  O&RD Act 1948 1948 
77.  Parivesh-Van sanrakshan Guideline 27.12.2023 
78.  PCCF-AP Appointment 08.02.2024 

79.  
PESO Lic-HSD Tank of Rigs-18 Dec, 2019-MoM with 
Minister 

18.12.2019 

80.  PH by SDM-09.05.22 09.05.2022 
81.  PH-Altemate Agency 14.09.2026 
82.  Pipeline Guidlines 3 01.11.2014 

83.  
Repair Maintenance Replacement Upgradation 
works in PL prior to 1980 

23.12.2022 

84.  RO & SOs of MoEF&CC 07.07.2023 
85.  SEIAA Formation- ASSAM 06.10.2023 
86.  Seismic Survey 2023 29.11.2023 
87.  SOP-Regn in Parivesh Portal 18.09.2023 
88.  Std TOR-O&G E&P  
89.  Std TOR-Oil Pipelines  
90.  TOR Validity 22.03.2010 
91.  TSDF Facilities in India  
92.  TSDF-HW_Secured_Landfill_Escrow_Accounts  
93.  Van Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan Rules 2023 29.11.2023 

 



Recent Advances in Environment & Forest Laws
With Special Reference to Oil & Gas Sector (2nd Edition)

 

Sl no. Document Details Date of Publish 
1.  Van(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules 2023 29.11.2023 
2.  Exempted category considered under Van(Sanrakshan 

Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 
29.11.2023 

3.  Consolidated Guideline & Clarifications issued under 
Van(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 
and Van(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules 2023 

29.11.2023 

4.  Forest Conservation Rule, 2022 28.06.2022 
5.  Hand Book of Forest Conservation Act, 1980 and Forest 

Conservation Rule, 2003 (Guideline & Clarifications) 
28.03.2019 

6.  Notification of Forms for Submission of application in 
Forest Conservation Rules, 2022 

28.06.2022 

7.  Compendium of Gazette notifications, office 
memoranda under Environment Impact Assessment 
notification, 2006 

28.11.2014 

8.  User manual- Condition upload for prior accorded EC  
9.  An Assessment of the Environmental Implications of 

Oil and Gas Production: A Regional Case Study 
Sept, 2008 

10.  Environment Management in Oil  Gas exploration and 
production- An overview of issues and management 
approaches 

 

11.  India’s notified Ecologically Sensitive Areas 2009 
12.  User manual- For submission of Six-Monthly 

Compliance Report 
 

13.  Guidelines for Management of Healthcare Waste as 
per Biomedical Waste Management Rules, 2016 

2016 

14.  Central Electricity Authority (Measures relating to 
Safety and Electric Supply) Regulations, 2023. 

08.06.2023 

15.  OM- Corporate Environment Responsibility (CER) 01.05.2018 
16.  Clean Technology Division- The scheme on 

‘Development and Promotion of Clean Technology and 
Waste Minimisation Strategies’ 

2012 

17.  A Study on Climate Change Risks and Preparedness for 
Oil & Gas Sector in India 

15.05.2018 

18.  Compendium of gazette notifications on 
Environmental Impact Assessment 

Sept, 2006 to Jan, 2021 

19.  Compendium of various Environment Acts, Rules and 
Notifications- Gujrat 

 

20.  Disaster Survival Guide book-Be Smart- Be Prepared Sept, 2019 
21.  External Safety Audit Check list for Offshore Drilling 

Rigs 
01.01.2024 

22.  External Safety Audit Check list for Offshore Production 
Installation 

01.01.2024 

23.  ESG Disclosure norms for the listed Companies in India- 
Prepared by Ernst & Young 

 

24.  Guidelines for Declaration of Eco- Sensitive Zones 
around National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries 

09.02.2011 

25.  Greenhouse Gas Emissions report- 2007  
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26.  Good international petroleum industry practices 
(GIPIP) 

2016 

27.  Global-Resource-Outlook_2024 2024 
28.  Green Credit Rules-2023 12.10.2023 
29.  Ground Water Drawal Gazette Notification 29.03.2023 
30.  G.S.R. 546 (E)- Environment (Protection) Third 

Amendment Rules, 2005 
30.08.2005 

31.  Technical EIA Guidance Manual for Common Effluent 
Treatment Plants 

 

32.  Technical EIA Guidance manual for common Hazardous 
Waste Treatment Storage and Disposal Facilities 

 

33.  Technical EIA Guidance manual for common Municipal 
Solid Waste Management Facilities 

 

34.  Technical EIA Guidance manual for Isolated Storages 
Handling Hazardous Chemicals 

 

35.  Technical EIA Guidance manual for Oil and Gas 
Transportation Pipeline 

 

36.  Technical EIA Guidance manual for Offshore & 
Onshore Oil & Gas Exploration a, Development and 
Production 

 

37.  Technical EIA Guidance manual for Petrochemical 
Complexes 

 

38.  Technical EIA Guidance manual for Petroleum Refining 
Industry 

 

39.  Guidance manual for CTE & CTO and Authorization 
(CCA) Application – Gujrat PCB 

31.01.2023 

40.  Guidelines for issuance of No Objection Certificate 
(NOC)for ground water withdrawal 

 

41.  Handbook For Environmentally relevant procedures 
and guidelines for upstream E&P Operations. 

July, 2024 

42.  Hazardous Waste Management Rules-2016 2016 
43.  High Level Committee Report 7.02.2022 
44.  National Human-Wildlife Conflict Mitigation Strategy 

and Action Plan of India (2021-26) 
 

45.  India’s Long-Term Low-Carbon Development Strategy  
46.  India’s Fifth National Report to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity 
2014 

47.  India's Hydrocarbon Outlook-1993-2023  
48.  Technical EIA Guidance manual for Industrial Estates  
49.  The Final Report of the Expert Group on Low Carbon 

Strategies for Inclusive Growth 
April, 2014 

50.  Development activity- Specific Terms of Reference for 
EIA Studies 

 

51.  National Forest Policy, 1988  
52.  National Clean Air Programme-Report 16.08.2011 
53.  Geotechnical/Geophysical Investigations for 

Microzonation Studies of Urban Centres in India. 
 

54.  Oil & Gas Exploration Opportunities in the North-
Eastern Region 

Sept, 2021 

55.  NSWS User Guide- How to apply for PESO approval  
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56.  EIA guidelines for Transboundary Natural Gas Pipelines 
(in the context of Pakistan) 

 

57.  SOP for integrity assessment of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Pipelines. 

 

58.  Pollution Control Acts, Rules & Notification issued 
thereunder 

April, 2021 

59.  Revision rates of NPV applicable for different Class/ 
Category of Forests. 

June, 2013 

60.  Single Window Investment Clearance Cell  
61.  SOP-Min of Jal Shakti May, 2023 
62.  Standard TOR for EIA report April, 2015 
63.  UNDP-INDC Preparing Guidelines  
64.  UpAhead Monitoring Committee Report 2021  
65.  Well Abandonment Policy-MoPNG 09.05.2017 
66.  FC Transfer 07.02.2014 
67.  7.5 m Safety Zone-For all FCs. 03.11.2023 
68.  State Govt not to Impose Further Conditions 08.08.2014 
69.  B1 & B2 cat EC Projects 24.12.2013 
70.  Compliance Certificate for Exp Projects 30.05.2012 
71.  Activities Permitted prior to EC 29.03.2022 
72.  ADDL Condn Stage-I Not allowed 22.03.2021 
73.  Adhiniyam Rules 2023-Guideline for States 29.11.2023 
74.  Baseline Data Validisation-3 yrs 08.06.2022 
75.  CA Applicabity for land diverted prior to FC1980 21.03.2023 
76.  CA land PSU clarification 18.08.2020 
77.  CA_Fund_Act 2016 03.08.2016 
78.  CAF(AP) Rules 2018 20.11.2018 
79.  CAF_Rules 2018 10.08.2018 
80.  Central Electricty Authority-2023 08.06.2023 
81.  Corporate Environemnt Responsibilty-All OMs ------------- 
82.  CMVR-2023-Gazette Notification 16.01.2023 
83.  Guidelines regarding 2% NPV of Forest area in PML 24.06.1015 
84.  Cost Benefit Analysis for FC 01.08.2017 
85.  CPCB & PCB can also grant CCR 08.06.2022 

 


