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Pain Point Issues related to O&G E&P Activities -We Propose to Discuss Today

1)

“‘Goa Foundation Case Judgement of Supreme Court” on “Ban of Mining
Activities” inside PA and within 1 Km from boundary of the PAs- Not applicable
for O&G E&P activities in reference to Supreme Court’s order dtd 07.09.2017

12 issues need to be considered related to FC approval process introduced wef
01.12.2023 under Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rule, 2023 for O&G
E&P activities

Ongoing vicious cycle between “Recommendation of Provisional EC by EAC
subjected to submission of Stage-l FC ” and its “ Null and Void” status when
approached with Stage-l Forest Clearance after its approval in 4-5 yrs time

= Stage | FC submission Timeline is 12 months only (extendable by 6 months)
for the cases EC provisionally recommended -Failing which, EC to be applied
afresh

= Validity of EIA Report and Public Hearing (PH) proceedings are 3 years and
when approached with Stage-l FC after 4/5 years it requires fresh base line
studies for the EIA report and fresh PH process

Uniform fees for grant of Consent to Establish (CTE) or Consent to Operate
(CTO) proposed by MoEF&CC vide draft gazette notification GSR 423 (E) dtd
19.07.2024 -Needs stakeholder consultations before final notification

10 Km ESZ area continuing for more than last one and half decades since 4™
December, 2006 for 8 PAs in Assam & Arunachal Pradesh in pursuance to
Supreme Court’s order in WP (C) 460/2004- Draft Notifications yet to be
Published for 5 PAs in Assam and Draft/Final notifications for 3 PAs in
Arunachal Pradesh

Separate procedures to be formulated for Wildlife Clearance approvals of
projects from SC-NBWL for proposals executed in ESZ areas of the PAs,
instead of treating these at par with the projects inside the PAs- Mechanism
introduced by Ministry on 26.09.2014 for Wildlife clearances approval directly
from SC-NBWL at Central level for projects in ESZ areas has been withdrawn
wef 01.05.2015 as a cascading effect of an OM from |A division dtd 30.03.2015

Separate Wildlife Clearance Application Forms to be formulated for projects
in ESZ areas and Projects inside PAs , instead of using common Form both
the cases- As only section 3(2)(v) of the Environment (Protection) Act 1986 and
Rule 5 (viii) and (x) of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986 and EIA
Notification, 2006 are applicable in ESZ area. WLC required in ESZ areas in
compliance of Supreme Court’s order dtd 04.12.2006 against WP(C) 460/2004
only and not under W(P) Act, 1972, which is applicable for projects inside PAs




8) EC for both ‘A’ and ‘B2’ category projects to be granted with number of wells

along with Block coordinates- Coordinates of wells not to be insisted-
Such was followed earlier and discontinued of late

Justification: EIA study is done for the entire block as well as 10 Km radius from the
block boundary- Hence so long the no of wells remains unchanged within the block
boundary in NFL, well coordinates have no significancy in the Baseline data of EIA
Report — Thus well coordinates not to be insisted

Relaxation on EC grant process for the O&G E&P Projects closed to International
Borders and falling under_the Territorial Jurisdiction of BSF notified by Gol on
11.10.2021 -Such may be considered as “Strategic Energy Project of National
Importance” and EC may be granted either as B2 category Projects under EIA
Notification, 2006 or may be considered Inder 1€ category of EIA Notification, 2006

Relaxation proposed in line with FC exemption granted by Gol under Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhinuyam, 1980 for distance up to 100 Km along
international borders for strateqic linear projects and projects of National Importance
[ National Securities

10) Lands notified as forests in records of the State Govt but practically at present

there is no forest cover over ground due to change in demographic patterns
over last 3/4 decades- Need to be considered for De-Reservation

11) 1,157 Km Naharkatiya- Barauni Pipeline of OIL laid in 1960s, much prior to

enactment of FCA, 1980 and W(P) Act, 1972, need to be exempted from Forest
Clearance and Wildlife Clearance approval processes for Day to day
Repair/Maintenance and Upgradation works- A site inspection may be
undertaken in OIL’s Pipeline ROW of 1960s to amend the OM of the Ministry
dtd 23.12.2022, which wrongly envisaged that, with the passage of time, natural
vegetation and Tree have grown over the Pipeline ROW of OIL and by breaking
of lands in connection with Day to Day Repair/ Maint/Upgradation works inside
forests would result into felling of trees and damage the surrounding Flora &
fauna -Hence granted FCA, 1980 exemption for a maximum period of 3 months
for tackling Emergency situations like Pipeline leak/ burst etc

12)0il & Gas E&P activities are not to be ‘Prohibited’ in final site specific ESZ

notifications (Published or To be published) - It should be permitted as
‘Requlated’ activity by forming a ‘Monitoring Committee’

13)Subsidence Study condition not to be stipulated in all EC orders, as O&G E&P

activities do not cause any land subsidence affects

14) These are not to be stipulated in all EC Orders and may be considered for

permanent Production installations-

Monitoring of fugitive emission of methane using Infra-red camera / Trapping &
Storing of CO2/ Mobile ETP coupled with RO for drilling locations/ Zero Liquid
Discharge at drilling locations / Making of Pucca Approach Road to Drilling sites
to minimize generation of suspended dust — Else such results to non-
compliances when seeking CCR from RO, MoEF&CC for Expansion projects




15) Green Belt development in 33% of the total Block area should be applicable for
Permanent Production Installations only and not for all Cases, viz: Offshore drilling
activities within 12 nautical miles, Onshore temporary drilling activities and when the
entire Project is executed in forest lands

16) Clarification on EC Validity for O&G E&P Projects Vice-versa CTO Grants by
PCB/PCCs- Grant of CTOs denied in some States even after putting the part of the
Project activities into Production within 10 years validity period of EC

17) An uniform SOP need to be formulated for grant of B2 Category Exploratory ECs —As
the present evaluation/ approval process varies from State to State

18) Validity of EC for O&G E&P Projects is only 10 years with provision of extension by
max one year, whereas PML blocks are normally allotted by Gol for 20 years- To
consider for making EC validity Coterminous with the validity period of PML

19) Validity of CCR ( Certified Compliance Report) for Expansion Projects to be increased
from 1 year to 3 years in line with the validity of EIA Report and PH proceeding are
made 3 yrs vide OM dtd 08.06.2022

20) Whether NPV @ 2% still payable while granting O&G PMLs involving Forest lands in
pursuance to OM dtd 24.06.2015 ? Since FC approval from Central Govt under section
2(1) (iii) of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhinyam, 1980 has been abolished
under new FC Regulations and at present no provision available in PARIVESH portal
for on-line payment of NPVs prior to grant of PML by the respective State/UT Govt.

21) Request for formulation of a “Standard Check List for raising EDS Queries” against
FC proposals- Repeated EDSs are raised against the same proposals at various levels

22) Suggestions for resolving the CA land non-availability issue in NER

23) Wildlife Management Plan not to be insisted by EAC (Industry-2) while considering ‘A’
category EC proposals - As preparation and Implementation of Wildlife Management
Plan is the responsibility of the State/UT Govts and UAs only have to deposit 2% of
the total Project Cost in ‘CAMPA’ fund towards the said account (OM 08.06.2022)

24)In Assam, CTE is not granted till EC is accorded for the Project- A clarification OM
required from the Ministry

25) May consider for abolishing submission of 6 monthly EC Compliance Report for
Projects declared Financial Closures and the Project is put into Operational services
and monitored with CTO under Air & water Acts

26) CTE need to be Exempted for the Projects having EC / applied for EC- CPCB already
issued guidelines in this respect on 02.02.2017 and 02.11.2018

27) Preparation of Digitised Map for Forest and Wildlife areas in NER

Request for Resolving the Two Long Pending Issues of NER:

1) OIL is not getting possession of 7.111 ha Forest lands due to encroachments in
Locations KUP & KUL in Ningru PML under Diyun Circle of Changlang district in
Arunachal Pradesh- Final FC granted on 25" February, 2021

2) Regularization of FC Violation Case for 30 drilling locations (31.79 Ha) in Kharsang
PML of GeoEnpro Petroleum Ltd in Arunachal Pradesh awaited since 2019 even after
settlement of Rs 12.57 cr as Panel CA and Panel NPV as per directive of Central Govt
while granting FC vide letter dtd 27.09.2017 under section 2(iii) of FCA, 1980 for the
purpose of granting PML by the State Govt of Arunachal Pradesh
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Extraction of Natural Gas / Oil Can not be considered as ‘Mining’ in
terms of Hon'ble Supreme Court order dated 04.08.2006 in IA 1000 in
WP (C) No. 202/1995- Hence “Ban on Mining Activities” inside PAs and
within 1 Km from the Boundary of the PAs in _compliance to “Goa
Foundation Case Judgement” of Supreme Court dtd 21.04.2014 in IA-
1000 of WP (C) No. 202/1995 followed with last order of Supreme Court
dtd 26.04.2023 is not applicable for O&G E&P activities

A) I LEEUNEIECINCENTIE: O&G E&P Activities and

Conventional Mining Activities

= Extraction of “Mineral Oils” (Petroleum Oil & Natural Gas) governed under
Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Act, 1948 and Mining of other
“Minerals” governed under First Schedule of MMDR Act, 1957- Distinct
Constitutional, Legislative and Operational frameworks prevails

Qilfields (Requlation and Development) Amendment Act, 2024 passed in Rajya
Sabha on 03.12.2024 clarifies that Extraction of “Mineral Qils” (Petroleum Oil
& Natural Gas) is not ‘Mining’ activities

= Regulations 3 (aa) & 3(b) of MMDR Act, 1957 Excludes “Mineral Oil (Natural
Gas and Petroleum Oil)” from the purview of the MMDR Act, 1957

= Under purview of Forest Regulations, O&G E&P Activities are presently treated at
par with Coal, Iron and other mining activities performed under purview of MMDR
Act, 1957, which attracts “Goa Foundation Case Judgement” of S’Court dtd
21.04.2014 in IA-1000 of WP (C) No. 202/1995 followed with its subsequent order
dtd 26.04.2023 but no way this judgement attracts O&G E&P activities

= Under EIA Notification, 2006, Oil & Gas E&P activities are considered as
“Industrial Project” under schedule 1(b) and Mining Projects are categorised
in EIA Notification under schedule 1(a)

Supreme Court’s Final Judgement dtd 07.09.2017 in OIL’s ERD Projec

beneath Dibru-Saikhowa NP, Assam

‘Goa Foundation Case’ judgement dtd 21.04.2014 is not applicable for
OIL’s ERD Project (O&G E&P activities) since ‘Goa Foundation Case’
Jjudgement is applicable only to Open Cast/ Surface Mining Leases granted
under MMDR Act, 1957 and Qil Mining Leases are granted under Qilfields
(Regulation and Development) Act, 1948




ENIESupreme Court awarded Final Judgement on 07.09.2017 for OlL’s

ERD Project beneath Dibru-Saikhowa NP, Assam based on followings:

Recommendation of CEC vide its Report dtd 09.05.2016 against IAs
3934 of 2016 and IA 3788 of 2014 in WP(C) no 202 of 1995- CEC
Clarified in Para (6) and (7) of the Report that, ‘Goa Foundation Case’
judgement is not applicable for ERD campaign of OIL to drill 7 wells to
access Hydrocarbon Reservoir beneath Dibru-Saikhowa NP _in Assam
and use of this technology in no way adversely Impact the Flora and
Fauna around the NP

SC-NBWL approved the Project in its 44" meeting held on 29.07.2017
in conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015 and Supreme
Court’s Directive to SC-NBWL vide its order dtd 28.07.2017 for OIL’s
ERD Project

CEC’s Report dtd 09.05.2016

6. The Applicant has submitted that this Hon'ble Court’s
orders dated 14.2.2000 in IA No. 548 which prohibits removal of
dead dying trees and the order dated 4.8.2006 in IA No. 1413
and related IA’s in IA No. 1412 and related IA's (Temporary
Working Permit matter) in T.N. Godavarman Thirumalpad Vs.
Union of India (WP(C) No. 202/1995 prohibits mining within and
within 1 km. of from boundary of the National Parks and
Sanctuaries is not applicable in the present case. The Applicant
is also seeking clarification / relaxation that the order and
judgment dated 21.4.2014 in the Goa Foundation reported in
(2014) 6 SCC 590 which prohibits mining within and within one
kilometre from the boundary of any National Park and Sanctuary
declared under the provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972 and which is applicable only to open cast / surface mining
leases granted under the MMDRA Act and not leases under the
provisions of the Oil Fields (Development and Regulation) Act,

1948. The Applicant has prayed that this Hon’ble Court may

direct the National Board for Wildlife (SC-NBWL) to consider the




proposal of the Applicant to allow extraction and evacuation of

oil and gas from deep below the earth under thé Dibru-

Saikhowa National Park.

&

7. In view of the above, the CEC in terms of the order dated

5" Qctober, 2015 recommends that this Hon'ble Court may __ A

consider directing the Standing Committee of the National Board
for Wildlife (SC-NBWL) to consider on merits the Applicants

present proposal for extraction and evacuation of petroleum and

natural gas from deep below the earth under Dibru - Saikhowa

National Park by using HDDDT and ERD technology as this

technology will in no way adversely impact the flora and fauna in

and around the said National park.

This Hon'ble Court may please consider the above report and

may please pass appropriate orders in the matter.

Dated: 6" May, 2016



Supreme Court’s Approval for OIL’'s ERD Project vide Order dtd 07.09.2017
ITEM NO.6 COURT NO. 4 SECTION PIL-W

SUPREME COURT OF INDTIA
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

INTERLOCUTCRY APPLICATION NOC. 3934 IN Writ Petition(s) (Civil)
No(s). 202/1985

IN RE : T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMULPAD Petitioner(s)
VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. Respondent (s)

{FOR MbDIFICATION OF COURT’'S ORDER DATED 05.10.2015)

Date : 07-08-2017 This application was called on for hearing
today.

CORAM HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE MADAN B. LOKUR
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE DEEPAK GUPTA

For Petitioner {s) Mr. Harish N. Salve, Sr. Adv. [A.C.][NP]
A.D.N. Rao, Advocate [A.C.]

Siddhartha Chowdhury, Advocate [A.C.][NP]
. Aparajita Singh, Advocate [A.C.] [NP]

For Respondent(s) Ranjit Kumar, SG

S. Wasim A. Qadri, Adv.
Saeed Qadri, Adv.
Ayush Aggarwal, Adv.
Navnit Kumar, Adv.

KEEEE F F B

Pinky Anand, ASG
Gargi Khanna, Adv.
Ravindara Bana, Adv.
Snidha Mishra, Adv.
Raj Bahadur, Adv.
G.S. Makker, Adv.

FORREEER

Haris Beeran, Adv.
M/S Corporate Law Group
Mr. Shuvodeep Rcy, Adv.

e Mr. Saycoj Mohandas, Adv.
; Mr. Rohit K. Mahonta, Adv.




UPON hearing the ccunsel the Court made the following °
ORDER

We have been taken through the Minutes of 44% Meeting of the
Standing Committee of Natiocnal éoard for Wildlife held on
29.07.2017 and letter dated 05.08.2017 of the Government of India,
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (Wildlife
Division) regarding the proposal given by the 0il India Limited to
extract Ahydrocarbon beneath 3990-4000 meters of Dibru Saikhowa
National Park. The proposal has been accepted subject to certain
conditions which are indicated in Agenda Item 42.3.2 of the ;aid
Minutes.

In view of the above, the application is allowed. BHowever, we

make it clear that the ©il India Limited will also be bound by the
undertaking dated 25.07.2017 as mentioned in the letter of Dr. R.
Dasgupta, Executive Director (Corporate Affairs) for Chaizman and
Managing Director:

i) OIL will carry out Bio-diversity Impact
Assessment study through Assam State Biodiversity
Board, for which budgetary cffer have already been
obtained on 127" May, 2017.

ii) OIL will carry out subsidence study followed
with taking mitigation measures, in order to ensure
that there is no impact in the forest surface above the
reservoir at height 3,900 to 4,000 mtr, due to
extraction of hydrocarbon from the reservoirs.

iii) All mitigation measures will be in place in case
of any eventuality causing Oil Spillage inside the Park
area such as - Install Blow Out Preventer at well head
and provide necessary valves in the Production
installations located outside the Park area. Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP), approved by the competent
authority, pertalnlng to Oil Spillage, will be strictly
adhered to.

iv) Undertake schedule test and inspection of the
area perlodxcally in order to asses any abnormality in
the surface area above the reservoir inside the Park.

v)OIL will alsc ensure strict compliance of
conditions stipulated in EIA Notification, 2006

both inside the Park areas as will as ESZ area of it.

(MEENAKSHI ROHLI) . (SUMAN JAIN)

the
for

COURT MASTER (SH) COURT MASTER



[@BChronology of approval of OIL’s ERD Project by SC-NBWL and then b

Supreme Court passed Six orders to SC-NBWL/MoEF&CC including

imposing a fine of Rs 25,000/- to MOEF&CC prior to its Final Judgement dtd

07.09.2017 against OIL’s ERD Project in IAs 3934 of 2016 and IA 3788 of 2014

are as follows:

YV = 1 I OLe Y U [ iR o Y o 1 (o Iy VMV EW DR IS: Directed SC-NBW.L for consideration of

OlL’'s ERD Project for due approval or submit a report to the Court, if found
the proposal is not worth for acceptance/approval

Supreme Court’s orders dtd 03.03.2017 and 13.04.201 7Hb]I{=le1(=1s RS] 0= N[ 214" IR (o)

furnish Report within 4 weeks time against OIL’'s ERD project in reference to its
earlier order dtd 10.05.2016

S T GRS g R T e [T e | C MO KWLk (- Imposed a fine of Rs 25,000/- to

MoEF&CC, since no report was forwarded by MoEF&CC to the Apex court against
its previous Three orders

OlILl’s ERD proposal was listed for first time for hearing in the 42" meeting of SC-
NBWL held on 15.05.2017 and Chief Wildlife Warden (CWLW), Assam was
directed to send his report latest by 31.05.2017- CWLW vide his report dtd
24.05.2017 negated the OIlL’s proposal which MoEF&CC submitted to Supreme
Court through affidavit on 06.07.2017 and OIL submitted reply affidavit to Supreme
Court on 12.07.2017

SV (1o R O] g s (o SV e 1 (o U WA Y @0k (- Directed Member Secretary, SC-NBWL

to resolve the OIL’s ERD Proposal issue once for all by convening a meeting on
24™ July,2017 at 11:00 hrs by inviting OIL, Commissioner & Secretary (Env &
Forests), Govt of Assam and Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam

Member Secretary, SC-NBWL accordingly convened a meeting on 24.07.2017
under Chairmanship of DGF&SS, MoEF&CC which along with OIL was attended
by Addl Chief Secretary, GoA, Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam and it was
directed to CWLW to send its revised report at the earliest so that OIL’s proposal
can be listed/approved in SC-NBWL meeting scheduled on 29.07.2017

Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam recommended OIL’s ERD Proposal on 26.07.2017,
which was submitted by MoEF&CC to Supreme Court on 27.07.2017 intimating
that same will be taken up on 29.07.2017

YU Y OO oIV g i Re (e Y e [ o WP M Y@\ kW: Directed SC-NBWL to decide on the
ERD proposal of OIL in its scheduled meeting on 29.07.2017 and intimate the
Court its decision before next hearing scheduled on 14.08.2017

SC-NBWL approved OIL’s ERD project in its 44" meeting held on 29.07.2017
in conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015 and in compliance to
Supreme Court’s directive vide order dtd 28.07.2017

S Ty IO T 0Ty VA Te R T o [T e [ (e WOFAO I {1k approved the OIL's ERD project

based on CEC’s Report dtd 09.05.2016 (recommended non-applicability of “* Goa
Foundation Case Judgement”) and approval of the same by SC-NBWL in its 44"
meeting held on 29.07.2017

In spite of going through above approval process - FC proposal for OIL’s ERD Project

applied on 04.09.2017 has been rejected by FAC on 04.07.2024



Rejection of OIL’s ERD Project is a Loss to Nation§

7 ERD wells proposed by OIL was to produce 700 KL Crude Oil per day which in turn
intended to save about Rs. 450 crores of foreign currency per annum towards import
of crude oil and approx. Rs 225 crores per annum likely to contribute to the State and
Central exchequer in the form of taxes etc

D) QTR EIM IS LN :Extraction of Natural Gas / Qil Can not be

considered as ‘Mining’ in terms of Hon'ble Supreme Court order dated
04.08.2006 in 1A 1000 in WP (C) No. 202/1995

» Legal Opinions also given earlier by SGI (14t May, 2021) , AddI SGI (22"
June, 2017) and Advocate General of Tripura (6" May, 2019) - Extraction of
Natural Gas / Oil Can not be considered as ‘Mining’ in terms of Hon'ble
Supreme Court order dated 04.08.2006 in IA 1000 in WP (C) No. 202/1995

= Supreme Court vide its order dtd 05.10.2015 Empowered Standing
Committee of National Board for Wildlife (SC-NBWL) to approve Projects inside
the PAs in Conformity to “Goa Foundation Case Judgement” and its other
orders dtd 14.02.2000, 16.12.2002, 13.11.2000, 9.5.2002, 25.11.2005 and
14.09.2007 etc- It clarified that Decision of SC-NBWL is binding for all and
only CEC can challenge SC-NBWL'’s decision by flinging appropriate
application before the Supreme Court

Hence Project approved by SC-NBWL in conformity to “ Goa Foundation Case
in compliance to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015 can’t be rejected without
further referring the matter to Supreme Court through CEC

IlIn conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015, SC-NBW
i) Projects within 1 Km from the boundary of the PA in Assam was
approved by SC-NBWL in the 43 meeting (27.06.2017), which
previously was rejected in the SC-NBWL's 42" meeting (15.05.2017),
considering ‘Mining’ and applicability of Goa Foundation case

i) OIL's ERD Project deep beneath the forest surface of PAin Assam was
approved in SC-NBWL'’s 44" meeting (29.07.2017) as per chronology
appraised above

i) Seven Projects inside PA in Tripura was provisionally approved first in
SC-NBWL’s 52" meeting (10.01.2019) was given final approval in SC-
NBWL'’s 65" meeting (24.09.2021) after obtaining due legal opinions on
‘Mining’ or not from SGI and Advocate General of Tripura

iv) Approved two project Inside PA in Tripura in SC-NBWL'’s 715! meeting
(29.12.2022) in respect to approval of above projects

SC-NBWL approved these Four projects after due confirmation that, O&G E&P
activities can not be considered as ‘Mining’ in terms of Hon'ble Supreme Court order
dated 04.08.2006 in IA 1000 in WP (C) No. 202/1995 and thus ‘Goa Foundation Case’
judgement dtd 21.04.2014 is not applicable for O&G E&P activities- As on date, except
Project no (i) referred above, rest three are stands as ‘Rejected’




E)

1)

2)

3)

Request to MoEF&CC for Reconsideration of FC Proposals rejected fo
following Three cases which were approved by SC-NBWL in conformity to “Goa

Foundation Case Judgement” and in conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd
05.10.2015

Rejected in 2024: ERD FC Proposal of OIL to drill 7 wells beneath Dibru-
saikhowa NP Assam, approved by SC-NBWL in its 44" meeting on 29.07.2017
and Supreme Court also accorded its approval for it vide order dtd 07.09.2017-
FAC rejected the proposal in the meeting held on 4 July, 2024
(FP/AS/MIN/28749/2017)

Rejected in 2023: 2 FC proposals of ONGC for drilling locations TIDG & TIDC
inside Trishna WLS, Tripura, approved by SC-NBWL in its 715 meeting held
on 29.12.2022 returned to State vide RO’s letter dtd 30.08.2023
(FP/TR/MIN/13523/2015 and FP/TR/MIN/13520/2015)

Rejected in 2022: 4 FC proposals of ONGC for drilling locations TIAC, TIDF,
TIDE & TIDA inside Trishna WLS, Tripura, approved by SC-NBWL in its 65"
meeting held on 24.09.2021 returned to State vide RO’s letter dtd 11.11.2022
(FP/TR/MIN/13529/2015, FP/TR/MIN/13527/2015 , FP/TR/MIN/13525/2015
and FP/TR/MIN/13524/2015 )

Extraction of O&G E&P activities are equated at par with Coal, Iron and

other Mining activities under purview of Forest Regulations, where Coal,
Iron and other Mining activities are governed under MMDR Act, 1957, which
doesn’t include ‘Mineral Oil ( Oil & Gas)’

= “Mining” related all OM /Guidelines framed by the Ministry under
purview of the ‘Forest Regulations’ are Exclusively specific to MMDR
Act, 1957 only and Extraction of O&G E&P activities are equated at par
with Coal, Iron and other Mining activities performed under purview of
MMDR ACT, 1957

=  Supreme Court’s order dtd 08.08.2014 in conjunction with CEC'’s report
dtd 25.02.2014 against 1A-3627 of 2013, well clarified in Para 6(vi) and
Para (8) of CEC’s Report that- Oil & Gas E&P activities Grossly Differ
Materially from the “Mining of Minerals” under provision of the
MMDR Act, 1957- It also spelt clearly that, Guidelines issued by
MoEF&CC from time to time regarding payment of the NPV etc in
respect to Mining Leases granted under the MMDR Act, 1957 only and
no such guidelines have so far been issued for Oil PML blocks granted
under purview of Petroleum and Natural Gas Rules, 1959

» Forest Advisory Committee also Realized in its meetings held on
23.04.2019 and 31.07.2019 that, Equating O&G E&P Activities with
Coal, Iron and other Mining activities is not Justified:

o The guidelines related to Exploration and Developmental
activities in the forest areas for hydrocarbon sector had been
deliberated many times in MoOEF&CC but still there are certain
issues related to Hydrocarbon sector which needs to be resolved
for which MoEF&CC is receiving repeated requests from
stakeholders of Hydrocarbon sectors for appropriate




modifications in the existing guidelines of MOEF&CC — Quotes
from MoM

o Exploration activities in hydrocarbon sector is equated with the
Exploration activities in Coal and lron sector for the purpose
of Diversion of forest land under the provisions of FCA 1980 -This
has apparently created many difficulties in obtaining FC
approvals— Quotes from MoM

o Prospecting (including Seismic Surveys) and Exploration
activities in Hydrocarbon Sector cannot be Regulated as per
general guidelines meant for Mining of other Minerals under
MMDR Act, 1957 — Quotes from MoM

Abstract from Minutes FAC Meeting Held on 23.04.2019
FAC discussed the recommendation of the committee and observed that the guidelines
related to prospecting and exploration had been deliberated many times in MoEF&CC
but still there are ceratin issues related to Hydrocarbon sector which needs to be
resolved. This includes NPV imposed in seismic surveys, exploration in hydrocarbon is
equated with exploration in coal and iron sector for the purpose of diversion of forest
land under the provisions of FCA 1980 etc. This has apparently created many
difficulties in obtaining approvals.

Y R
(S. D. Vora) (A. K./Mohang)
Member Inspector Genreral of Forests (FC)
e, s Codisel
(Dr Sanjay Deshmukh) (Sh Anmol Kumar)
Member Member

T ;_-_-i‘ < .~"‘  frnaer
(Saibal Dasgupta) Additional Commissioner (Soil Conservation)
Addl. Director General of Forests (FC) Ministry of Agriculture (Member)

Director General orests &Special Secretary



Secretary, MoPNG’s DO letter dtd 09.01.2020 to Secretary, MoEF&CC

After obtaining legal opinion from Dept of Legal Affairs Secretary, MoPNG vide

above DO letter dtd 9" January, 2020 requested Secretary, MoEF&CC -To frame
different Forest Regulations for O&G Upstream sector instead of treating it at par with

the * Mining Operations’ carried out under MMDR Act, 1957, viz Coal, Iron, Manganese
etc -Ministry vide OM dtd 03.11.2022 introduced “Mining of Mineral QOil” a
separate category in PARIVESH Portal for submission of FC applications for O&G
E&P projects- But O&G E&P projects are still treated under FC Regulations at par with
the coal, Iron, Manganese mining activities administrated under MMDR Act, 1957




File No.FC-11/46/2020-FC-Part(1)

Introduction of “Mining of Mineral Oil” a separate categ in PARIVESH Portal vide OM dtd 03.11.2022

Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Aliganj, Jor Bag Road,
New Delhi - 110003.

Dated: 3rd November, 2022

To

The Director General

Directorate General of Hydrocarbon,

Ministry of Petroleum & natural Ga,

Government of India,

OIDB Bhawan, Tower-A, Plot NO. 2,

Sector-73, Noida (Uttar Pradesh)

Sub: Request from Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Gol to
introduce a separate category in the PARIVESH portal for Hydrocarbons
projects —reg.

Sir,

I am directed to refer to your DO No. DG/DGH/02/2022 dated 19.10.2022 on
the above subject requesting to create a separate category ‘Mining of Mineral Oils’ in
Parivesh for proposals pertaining to the exploration of hydrocarbons. In this
connection, it is to inform that matter, ‘whether exploration of hydrocarbon is mining
or not’, is still under consideration in the Ministry. It is further to inform that request
dated 19.10.20222 to create a separate category for hydrocarbon project was
examined in the Ministry and it has been decided that Ministry would create a
separate category “Mining of Mineral Oils’ in PARIVESH 2.0 for proposals pertaining
to hydrocarbon sector.

It is also to clarify that creation of separate category for the hydrocarbon
projects shall not entail any procedural relaxation to these projects. This separate
procedure is just to facilitate separate accounting and analysis of hydrocarbon mining
projects. Procedures, as envisaged in the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1080, Rules and
Guidelines framed thereunder, as applicable to conventional mining proposals will
continue to remain applicable to the proposals pertaining to Hydrocarbon sector.

Yours faithfully

) Sd/-
Signed by Charan Jeet (Charan Jeet Singh)
Singh Scientist ‘D’

Date: 03-11-2022 15:43:54
Reason: Approved

Copy to:
1. Sr. PPS to DGF&SS/PPS to Addl. DGF(FC)
2. Director (Technical) NIC, with a request to create a separate category ‘Mining
of Mineral Oils’ for hydrocarbon projects in PARIVESH 2.0
3. Monitoring Cell of FC Division, MOEF&CC, New Delhi
4. Guard file




In above backdrop for Consideration of followings:

1)

2)

3)

MoEF&CC may consider to make separate provisions and guidelines for
granting Forest Clearance to Oil & Gas E&P projects, as requested by the
Secretary, MoPNG vide hid DO letter dtd 09.01.2020 to the Secretary,
MoEF&CC after obtaining due opinion from Department of Legal Affairs-
Instead of Equating Oil & Gas E&P activities at par with Coal and other Mining
activities performed under purview of First Schedule of MMDR Act, 1957

Note:

i) With implementation of Oilfields (Regulation and Development)
Amendment Act, 2024 (already passed in Rajya Sabha on 03.12.2024),
O&G E&P Activities no more by default also can be considered as
‘Mining’ like coal, iron etc

i) Framing of separate FC Regulations for O&G E&P activities may be
considered in line with the Oil Mines Regulation,1984 (amended in 2017)
formulated under Mines Act, 1952 to monitor Safety and Labor Welfares
related issues associated with O&G E&P Activities -Similar modalities
may be thought of under purview of Van (Sanrakshan Evam
Samvardhan) Adhinyam, 1980

To consider for amendment of OM dtd 12.09.2023 on ‘FC Exemption for ERD
Projects’ and FC may be exempted for O&G ERD Projects beneath Forest
Surfaces of PAs / ESZ areas of PAs / Sensitive Corridors and Other Wildlife

Sensitive _areas in line with exemption permitted for RFs vide OM dtd

12.09.2023
Reconsideration for approving following FC Proposals approved by SC-NBWL

and Rejected by FC Division/FAC:

i) Rejected in 2024: ERD FC Proposal of OIL to drill 7 wells beneath Dibru-
Saikhowa NP Assam, approved by SC-NBWL in its 44" meeting on
29.07.2017 and Supreme Court also accorded its approval for it vide
order dtd 07.09.2017- FAC rejected the proposal in the meeting held on
4t July, 2024 (FP/AS/IMIN/28749/2017)

ii) Rejected in 2023: 2 FC proposals of ONGC for drilling locations TIDG
& TIDC inside Trishna WLS, Tripura, approved by SC-NBWL in its 71st
meeting held on 29.12.2022 returned to State vide RO’s letter dtd
30.08.2023 (FP/TR/MIN/13523/2015 and FP/TR/MIN/13520/2015)

iii) Rejected in 2022: 4 FC proposals of ONGC for drilling locations TIAC,
TIDF, TIDE & TIDA inside Trishna WLS, Tripura, approved by SC-NBWL
in its 65" meeting held on 24.09.2021 returned to State vide RO’s letter
dtd 11.11.2022 (FP/TR/MIN/13529/2015, FP/TR/MIN/13527/2015 ,
FP/TR/MIN/13525/2015 and FP/TR/MIN/13524/2015 )




Forest Glearance Approval Patterns
In NE States of Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam and Tripura

Prior to Enactment of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules,
2023 wef 01.12.2023
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19 Recommendations of the 1st
Edition of the NE Regional Workshop
held on 21st October, 2019

Forwarded to Gentre vide RO, MOEF&GC'S letter
dated 11th December, 2019



Top Recommendations After 1st Edition of Workshop
Held on 21 October, 2019

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE
NORTH EASTERN REGIONAL OFFICE
LAW-U-SIB, LUMBATNGEN, SHILLONG-793021
TEL. 0364-2537278; FAX. 0364-2536041
E-mail:

No. RO-NE/E/IA/W&M/2018/ 3 i{}g... 7;0 Date: 11™ December, 2019

To,

1. The Additional Director General of Forests (FC),
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh Road,

New Delhi-110003

2. Mrs. Geeta Menon, 1AS,
Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh Road,
New Delhi-110003

3. The Director, ROHQ,
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Jorbagh Road, Aliganj, New Delhi-110003

Sub: Proceedings of the One day Regional Workshop on Recent Advances in Environment
and Forest Laws with special reference to Oil, Petroleum and Gas Sector held on
21.10.2019-reg.

f
Sir/Madam,

With reference to the subject above, | am directed to inform that the North Eastern Regional
Office, Shillong have organized a one day Regional Workshop on ‘Recent Advances in
Environment and Forest Laws with special reference to Oil, Petroleum and Gas Sector’ on
21.10.2019. A copy of the proceedings of the workshop with recommendations is enclosed
herewith for your kind perusal and reference.

Yours fatthfully,

|

(Dr. H. Tynsong)
Scientist ‘D’
Encl: As above.
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Annexure: 1.

List of Attendances
Name Company/Official  Designation S outuct Email
. pany en Number
DG (Forests) &
Mr. Siddhanta Das MoEF&CC Special Secretary, 9437464222 degfindia@nic.in
Gol
Mr. Saibal Dasgupta MoEF&CC Ex ADG (FC) 9759764689 ibal hotmail.com
Chairman EAC (
Dr. J P Gupta MoEF&CC Industry-2) 9810141635 -
Dty Direcir ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
Mr. S.K. Aggarwal MoEF&CC General of Forests 8054483433 RSN RN
(Central)
Dr. S. K. Bajpayee MoEF&CC Joint Secretary 9717494567 sujitbaju@gmail.com
jse-png@gov.in
Mr. Amarnath MoPNG JS (Expl& CVO) 9871895644 amar.nath94@nic.in
Mr. A. K. Mohanty MoEF&CC 1G (Forests), 9999430491 jan k.mohanty@nic.in
Mr Sandeep Sharma MoEF&CC Asst IG (Forests), 7834953909 sandeepbhangrotu@gmail.com
N feas Ky MoEF&CC NIC HQ 9871955228 vkb.nic@gmail.com
Banchariva
Dy Inspector
Mr. R. L. Sanga MoEF&CC, General of Forests 9485175527 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
(Central)
Dy Inspector
Mr. W. 1. Yatbon MoEF&CC General of Forests 9436703832 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
(Central)
Dr. H. Tynsong MoEF&CC Scientist ‘D’ 8974053872 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
Dr. V. Saio MoEF&CC Scientist ‘C’ 9774022534 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
Mirs. B. S. Laitthma MoEF&CC Research Officer -I 9436119576 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
g Senior Personal . ;
Mrs. M. K. Nongsiej MoEF&CC Secretary ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
Mr. T. J. Singh MoEF&CC e Officer ~  ¢574388010 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
MJ?J . F. Hussain MoEF&CC Research Assistant 9435825677 Jafrin.farha88@gov.in
Mr. M.P. Rimal MoEF&CC Assistant 94363-14261 moterimal@gmail.com
Mr. M. Kar MoEF&CC Senior Technical 34037802 santu.psgb@gmail.com
Associate
Mrs. M. Langstieh MoEF&CC MTS 7085873370 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
Ms. B. Langstieh MoEF&CC MTS 9612465991 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
Mr. G. Kharbuli MoEF&CC MTS 9774484849 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
Mr. G. R. Majaw MoEF&CC Legal Assistant 8794078360 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
Mr. K. Khonglah MoEF&CC Office Assistant, 9774361513
Mr. A. Jana MoEF&CC Office Assistant 6909416894 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
; Data Entry ; ;
Mr. M. G. Kharmih MoEF&CC - Operator, RO 8731997642 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
Mrs. M. Lyngdoh MoEF&CC RO, Shillong 8132093619 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
Mr. A. Langbang MoEF&CC RO, Shillong 8974597190 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
Mr. R.P. Singh MoEF&CC RO, Shillong 9436336318 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
30 Mr. P. K Rabha MoEF&CC RO, Shillong 8731065513 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
31 Mr. R. Dohtdong MoEF&CC RO, Shillong 8131918159 ro.nez.shil@gmail.com
Cairn Oil & Gas x ;
’ A i i "
32 Mr Prachur Shah (Vedanta Ltd) Director. 8448390814 Prachur.Sah@cairnindia.com
, : Cairn Oil & Gas ; : ; S
33 Mr Sai Subramanian G (Vedanta Ltd) Director 8800798879 ramanian ndia.com
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34

35

36

37

38

39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

48

49
50
51
52

53

54

55

56
57
58
59
60

61

62
63

65

66

67
68
69

70
71

Mr Shobhit Tiwari
Mr K K Nayak
Dr. Bhoma Ram Jat

Ms Seema Tandon

Shri Ashotosh
Bharadwaz

Ms Debjani Bose
Mr. P.R Krishna
Mr A.K.Baruah
Mr A. K. Acharya
Mr G.Janakiraman
Mr A.M.Mamen

Mr Apurv Chaturvedi

Mr Samir Kr Das

Mr Sandip Goswami

Ms. Mallika Baruah
Sarma

Mr Geetam Barthakur

ShriK.C.Behera
Shri Gaurav Goel

Shri Pranjal Jyoti Saikia

Mr Rupam Jyoti
Sutradhar
Mr Sarbeswar
Basumatary
Mr Shekhar Jyoti
Phatkan

/
Shri Indrajit Barua
Mr Bimal Dutta

Shri Suranjan Majumder

Shri Rajeeb Kr Borah

Mr Ramesh Chandra
Das

Mr Amalendu Biswas

Mr Khanin Buragohain

Mr Dhiren Kr Baruah
Mr Gauranga Borgohain

Mr Dilip Kr Bhuyan

Sri Rathin Kalita

Mr Aditya Kumar
J. Lahiri
Mr 8. K. Rai

Ms Bansuri Das
Shri Aditya Kumar

Cairn Oil & Gas
(Vedanta Ltd)
Cairn Oil & Gas
(Vedanta Ltd)
Cairn Qil & Gas
(Vedanta Ltd)

Cairn Oil & Gas

DGH

DGH
HOECL
HOECL

HOECL
HOECL
OIL
OIL
OIL
OIL

OIL

OIL
OIL
OIL
OIL

OIL
OIL
OIL

OIL
OIL
OIL
OIL
OIL

OIL

OIL

OIL
OIL

OIL

OIL

OIL
OIL
OIL

OIL
OIL

Chief HSEQ
officer

Head HSE

Chief Environment
Manager

Sr Manager

DDG

Head (Envi)
Asset Manager
Resident Advisor
HSE Advisor
Head — HSE

ED (Production)
PR Dept

ED (PLS), PHQ
GM & Head

DGM (S&E)

DGM (PLP), PHQ
DGM — Chemical
CE (FS)-RP
Dy.CG- RP

Chief Engineer
GM (8&L-FB)

Manager, Land
Basin Manager
(FB)
ED(HR&A)i/c
GM (FS)-HoD
(S&E)

GM (Land)

DGM (EA)

DGM (Drilling -
HSE)

DGM & Block
Manager (EB),
Addl. Sr. Suptd.
GM-Admin (FO)
GM (Public
Affairs)

Dy.GM-
PLN(Liaison)
Delhi

GM (Engg& HSE),
CGM (HSE&C)

Manager (HSE)
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8826790808
9910385250
8003996696
9717897357

9868282039

9435038995
887024940

9435527446
7896780510
9840900717
9599977693
9958661098
8133049728
9435152404

9954486199

9435706973
8472857745
9435113455
9610403252

9864272746
9435038155
9678073595

9821949578
9957202001
9435392860
7086442954
8638111635

8471856816

9435039107
9435039880
9957180724

9435039069

9435038799

8298318248
8800770778
9821888615
8011482770

shobhit. Tiwari@cairnindia.com
KK.Nayak@ecairnindia.com

Seema.Tandon@cairnindia.com

dbose@dghindia.gov.in
prkrishna@hoec.com

akbaruah ail.com
ajaya592002 00.¢0.in

gjanakiraman@hoec.com
ammamen(@oilindia.in

Mallika@oilindia.in
geetambarthakur@oilindia.in

kcbe oilindia.i

gaurav_poel@oilindia.in
pranjal_saikia@oilindia.in
rj_sutradhar@oilindia.in
sbasumatary@oilindia.in

shekhar_phukan@poilindia.in

bimaldutta@oilindia.in
smajumder@oilindia.in
rkborah@oilindia.in
redas@oilindia.in

amalendubis oilindia.in

Kburagohain@oilindia.in
dhiren_b

auran oilindia.in

oilindia.in

dili ilindia.in
rathinkalita@oilindia.in
adityvabhartioil il.com
J_lahiri@oilindia.in
Bansuri_das@oilindia.in




102

103

104

105
106
107

Mr Vijay Narain Mathur
Mr Puneet Suri
Mr Sanjeev Kakran

Mr Om Prakash Singh
Mr Amar Jyoti Das
Mr Sunil Bhagat

Mr Ajay K Rastogi

Mr Rajeeva Kumar

Mr Ranadhir
Chakraborty

Mr Shishir F Minz

Mr SomnathChoudhury
Mr Surjeet Singh

Mr Vipul Kumar Sharma

Mr VK Gokhale
Mr Puneet Kishore
Dr. Naveen Raj
Shri Manna Dey
Mr S. Mahapatra

Mr Avinash Jindal

Shri Pinak dhar
Mohapatra

Sri Abhayananda Medhi
Dr. P Buragohain

Mr'Pallab Nag

Mr Sujit Das

Mr M.W. Kyndiah
Mr Monjit Deori
Mr Mahim Konwar
Mr Saurav Gogoi
Mr DipeshGuha
Mr Gourab Ray

Mr Samarth Gupta

Mr Murugesan
Dr. B.K. Agarwala
Dr Mihir Das

ONGC
ONGC
ONGC

ONGC
ONGC
ONGC
ONGC
ONGC
ONGC
ONGC
ONGC
ONGC
ONGC

ONGC
ONGC
ONGC

ONGC
Ramayana Ispat Pvt
Ltd

Ramayana [spat Pvi
Ltd

Antelopus Energy

NRL

Indradhanush Gas
Grid Limited
Indradhanush Gas
Grid Limited
Indradhanush Gas
Grid Limited
Indradhanush Gas
Grid Limited
Indradhanush Gas
Grid Limited
Indradhanush Gas
Grid Limited
Indradhanush Gas'
Grid Limited
Indradhanush Gas
Grid Limited
Indradhanush Gas
Grid Limited
Indradhanush Gas
Grid Limited
ABC Consultant
Govt of Tripura

Govt of Tripura

ED- Chief HSE
ED-Basin Manager
ED-Asset Manager
GGM-Asset
Manager
CGM-Asset
Manager, Silchar
GM (D)- Head
HSE

GM(P) — Head
HSE

GM (Chem)-
CHSE

GM (Chem) —
Head HSE, Jorhat
DGM (HR)-I/c,
LAQ, Agartala
Manager (HR) —
LAQ,

EE (Environment)-
HSE,

EE (Environment)-
CHSE

Asset Manager,
Jorhat

CGM

CGM — Head
Environment

AG-II (P&A)
Adviser (E&P),

MD

Director
Chief Manager

CEO

CHRCM -
Guwahati

CPM - Guwahati
DGM(Projects)
DGM(Projects)
DGM(Projects)
CM(Electrical)
AM(Projects)

AM(Projects)

EE(Civil),
Guwahati
CEO, Chennai

Chairman (PCB)
Scientist C
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monjit.deori@iggl.co.in
ahim.konwar@iggl
sauray, i@iggl.co.in

dipesh.guha@jiggl.co.in
ray@iggl.co.in

murugesh@abctechnolab.com




108

109
110
111

112

113

114

15

116
117
118

119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128

Nodal Officer

Shri. V. G. Jenner Govt of Tripura (FCA), 9436135005 vgjen ail.com
E’ﬁaﬂl}?ﬂ,ﬁ““ga Mizoram DFO 8794718449 -
Mr.Kawlhnuna Mizoram IFS -
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Director,
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Proceedings of the One Day Regional workshop on Recent Advances
in Environment & Forest Laws with special reference to Oil,
Petroleum & Gas Sector held on 21.10.2019 at Shillong

Workshop Overview:

North Eastern Regional Office, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF & CC),
Shillong, Meghalaya, supported by Qil India Limited, Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd., IGGL,
Cairn Oil and Gas (Vedanta Ltd)., and HOECL have organized a One Day Regional Workshop on
21°' October, 2019 at the State Convention Center in Shillong, Meghalaya. The theme of the
workshop is, ‘Recent Advances in Environment & Forest Laws with Special Reference to Oil,
Petroleum & Gas Sector’. More than 120 participants from the regulatory agencies which included
representatives from MoEF & CC, New Delhi, Central Pollution Control Board, State Forest
Departments, Department of Geology and Mining and State Pollution Control Boards as well as the
industry sectors have participated in the workshop. The list of participants of the meeting is attached
as Annexure I.

The objective of the workshop was to bring both regulators and user agencies concerning Oil,
Petroleum and Gas Sectors on one platform for deliberation on issues pertaining to the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986; Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980; Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and other
ancillary acts thereto. The workshop aimed to discuss and implement recent Orders, Directions,
Guidelines issued by MoEF&CC besides the court orders issued from time to time; and also to
enlighten user agencies concerning Oil, Petroleum and Gas Sectors on the applicability of the
provisfons laid down in the EIA Notification, 2006; FC Act, 1980; WP Act, 1972 and activities
within Eco-sensitive Zone and inside Protected Areas. The workshop was designed for pondering on
the process of following extent rules concerning Environment and Forest by the user agencies and
adopt available cleaner technology thereby achieving environmental norms. The main non-
compliances of EC stipulated conditions were also discussed.

The workshop started with registration and welcoming of all participants and delegates to the
workshop. This was followed with felicitation of dignitaries namely, Shri Saibal Dasgupta,
Additional Director General (Retd.), MoEF & CC, Shri S. K. Aggarwal, Deputy Director General of
Forests (C), RO, Shillong, Shri Amar Nath, Joint Secretary (Exploration), MoPNG, Dr. S. K.
Bajpayee, Joint Secretary, MoEF & CC, Dr. J.P. Gupta, Member Secretary EAC (Industry-2) along
with the selective Industry representatives.

Shri R. L. Sanga, Deputy Inspector General of Forests (C) addressed the gathering with a

warm welcome note. He thanked OIL, ONGC Ltd., Cairn Qil and Gas (Vedanta Ltd), HOEC and
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Shri R. K. Borah, GM (Land), OIL enquired that as per FCA and guideline issued in Jan,
2014 if Forest area is inside the PML area, full or part, it is required to take FC under Sec 2(iii) for

the entire block and cannot start any activity in the entire block. Shri S. Das mentioned that if such
cases arise, then option is to divide the block into forest & non-forest area and start operation in non-
forest area by giving undertaking.

Shri S.K. Rai, CGM (HSE&C) enquired regarding condition of FRA clearance is mandatory
or not before grant of PML. It was replied that the issue was taken up with Ministry of Tribal Affairs
and had issued a circular stating that grant of FRA is not mandatory before grant of PML. Shri
Siddhanta Das mentioned that FRA was made to give legal rights to the tribe dwellers. FRA is not
linked to FCA as it comes under a different Ministry.

Shri S. Subramanian enquired regarding the EC condition on 33% greenbelt development
around the project. He mentioned that during the course of implementation, purchasing additional
land for plantation becomes difficult and Forest division is also contacted for help who conveyed
their regret regarding the same. Shri S. Das explained regarding different types of forest having more
than 01% tree density. He mentioned that Ministry is planning to develop Government/Community

owned waste lands having less than 01% density into forest land in PPP model.

Recommendations:

At the end of all the presentations and deliberations, following points/issues emerged for
concerned authorities to consider amending/incorporating in the relevant Acts, Rules,

Notifications, Office Memoranda, etc:

”
/
A. Forest Related Matter:

i. Oil & gas extraction should be treated as non-mining activity under FC Act.

ii.  FC should not be linked with EC application, as grant of EC is kept on hold till Stage-1 Approval is
granted.

iii. MOoEF & CC should have separate provision and guidelines on FC to Oil & gas activities.

iv.  Digitized maps for Forest and Wildlife areas in N-E, may be made available to the public in public
domain for easy access and convenient of proactive action for User Agency.

V. Based on latest satellite imagery, status of declared Protected Areas (PAs)/RFs in the North-Eastern
States, where ground reality has changed over the period of time since after their Notifications may
be reviewed.

vi.  For mining proposals up to 5 ha of forest lands, clearance under FC Act by MoEF&CC may be
delegated to Regional Office instead of present practices of its approval from Central Government,
which is a very lengthy and time-consuming process.

vii. FC Act shouldn’t be applicable for accessing reservoir at 3-4 km depth using ERD technology.

viii. Seismic Survey in ESZ/PA areas were permitted earlier but, in some cases, survey is not
permitted at present. Further clarification is required.
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iX.

Xi.

Xii.

WL division to reinstate its guidelines dated 26.09.2014 which advises State Forest Directorate
not to handle proposals for 10 Km ESZ areas, as Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 is not applicable.
Oil & Gas E&P activities are not to be prohibited in final site specific ESZ Notifications.
Separate form may be introduced for proposals executed in 10 Km ESZ area instead of using the
same Form used for proposals executed inside PAs.

North-Eastern States to consider for holding State Wildlife Board Meetings Quarterly in order to
avoid delay in getting approval for the projects from SC-NBWL.

B. Environment Related Matter:

ii.

iii.

iv.

vi.

vii.

Rules and Regulations framed for exploration and development activities should be different and
some relaxation should be given in the case of exploration, since the activity is purely temporary
in nature,

Condition such as making approach road to be made pucca to minimize generation of suspended
dust may not be necessary in the case of exploratory drilling, since the activity is purely
temporary in nature. This condition may be imposed only for development drilling.

Monitoring for CSR activities carried out by projects may be entrusted to concemed State
Government Department such as Social Welfare Department.

NOC from CGWA may be required before any drilling operation.

Condition in EC related to subsidence study and infra-red camera is to be reconsidered.

Project proponent of oil and gas sectors should undertake research activities on a) to ascertain if
any impact is being caused by emissions, gas flaring, fugitive emissions and other pollutants
on the surrounding forests and b) effect of Qil Refinery/Petrochemical/GGS effluent on
aquatic organisms.

Non-availability of TSDF Facilities in North-East Region is to be addressed to.

e ek e o ok ke ok ok ok o o ok ook ol ok ok ok oke ok ok ke ook ke R ke sk ok
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Maps Showing 0il Blocks Falling
Within 50 Km Territorial Jurisdiction
of BSF from International Borders



MAP SHOWING ACTIVE BLOCKS AND 50 KM BUFFER LINE FROM INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY
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