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Pain Point Issues related to O&G E&P Activities -We Propose to Discuss Today 

1) “Goa Foundation Case Judgement of Supreme Court” on “Ban of Mining 
Activities” inside PA and within 1 Km from boundary of the PAs- Not applicable 
for O&G E&P activities in reference to Supreme Court’s order dtd 07.09.2017 

2) 12 issues need to be considered related to FC approval process introduced wef 
01.12.2023 under Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rule, 2023 for O&G 
E&P activities 

3) Ongoing vicious cycle between “Recommendation of Provisional EC by EAC 
subjected to submission of Stage-I FC ” and its “ Null and Void” status when 
approached with Stage-I Forest Clearance after its approval in 4-5 yrs time 

§ Stage I FC submission Timeline is 12 months only (extendable by 6 months) 
for the cases EC provisionally recommended -Failing which, EC to be applied 
afresh  

§ Validity of EIA Report and Public Hearing (PH) proceedings are 3 years and 
when approached with Stage-I FC after 4/5 years it requires fresh base line 
studies for the EIA report and fresh PH process  

4) Uniform fees for grant of Consent to Establish (CTE) or Consent to Operate 
(CTO) proposed by MoEF&CC vide draft gazette notification GSR 423 (E) dtd 
19.07.2024 -Needs stakeholder consultations before final notification   

5) 10 Km ESZ area continuing for more than last one and half decades since 4th 
December, 2006 for 8 PAs in Assam & Arunachal Pradesh in pursuance to 
Supreme Court’s order in WP (C) 460/2004- Draft Notifications yet to be 
Published for 5 PAs in Assam and Draft/Final notifications for 3 PAs in 
Arunachal Pradesh  

6) Separate procedures to be formulated for Wildlife Clearance approvals of 
projects from SC-NBWL for proposals executed in ESZ areas of the PAs, 
instead of treating these at par with the projects inside the PAs- Mechanism 
introduced by Ministry on 26.09.2014 for Wildlife clearances approval directly 
from SC-NBWL at Central level for projects in ESZ areas has been withdrawn 
wef 01.05.2015 as a cascading effect of an OM from IA division dtd 30.03.2015   

7) Separate Wildlife Clearance Application Forms to be formulated for projects 
in ESZ areas and Projects inside PAs , instead of using common Form both 
the cases- As only section 3(2)(v) of the Environment (Protection) Act 1986 and 
Rule 5 (viii) and (x) of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986 and EIA 
Notification, 2006 are applicable in ESZ area. WLC required in ESZ areas in 
compliance of Supreme Court’s order dtd 04.12.2006 against WP(C) 460/2004 
only and not under W(P) Act, 1972, which is applicable for projects inside PAs  

 



 

8) EC for both ‘A’ and ‘B2’ category projects to be granted with number of wells 
along with Block coordinates- Coordinates of wells not to be insisted-            
Such  was followed earlier and discontinued of late 

Justification:  EIA study is done for the entire block as well as 10 Km radius from the 
block   boundary- Hence so long the no of wells remains unchanged within the block 
boundary in NFL, well coordinates have no significancy in the Baseline data of EIA 
Report – Thus well coordinates not to be insisted 

9) Relaxation on EC grant process for the O&G E&P Projects closed to International 
Borders and falling under the Territorial Jurisdiction of BSF notified by GoI on 
11.10.2021 -Such may be considered as “Strategic Energy Project of National 
Importance” and EC may be granted either as B2 category Projects under EIA 
Notification, 2006 or may be considered Inder 1€ category of EIA Notification, 2006 

Relaxation proposed in line with FC exemption granted by GoI under Van 
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhinuyam, 1980 for distance up to 100 Km along 
international borders for strategic linear projects and projects of National Importance 
/ National Securities 

10)  Lands notified as forests in records of the State Govt but practically at present 
there is no forest cover over ground due to change in demographic patterns 
over last 3/4 decades- Need to be considered for De-Reservation  

11)  1,157 Km Naharkatiya- Barauni Pipeline of OIL laid in 1960s, much prior to 
enactment of FCA, 1980 and W(P) Act, 1972, need to be exempted from Forest 
Clearance  and Wildlife Clearance approval processes for Day to day 
Repair/Maintenance and Upgradation works- A site inspection may be 
undertaken in OIL’s Pipeline ROW of 1960s to amend the OM of the Ministry 
dtd 23.12.2022, which wrongly envisaged that, with the passage of time, natural 
vegetation and Tree have grown over the Pipeline ROW of OIL and by breaking 
of lands in connection with  Day to Day Repair/ Maint/Upgradation works inside 
forests would result into felling of trees and damage the surrounding Flora & 
fauna -Hence granted FCA, 1980 exemption for a maximum period of 3 months 
for tackling Emergency situations like Pipeline leak/ burst etc  

12) Oil & Gas E&P activities are not to be ‘Prohibited’ in final site specific ESZ 
notifications (Published or To be published) - It should be permitted as 
‘Regulated’ activity by forming a ‘Monitoring Committee’   

13) Subsidence Study condition not to be stipulated in all EC orders, as O&G E&P 
activities do not cause any land subsidence affects 

14)  These are not to be stipulated in all EC Orders and may be considered for 
permanent Production installations-  

Monitoring of fugitive emission of methane using Infra-red camera / Trapping & 
Storing of  CO2 / Mobile ETP coupled with RO for drilling locations/ Zero Liquid 
Discharge at drilling locations / Making of Pucca Approach Road to Drilling sites 
to minimize generation of suspended dust – Else such results to non-
compliances when seeking CCR from RO, MoEF&CC for Expansion projects 



15) Green Belt development in 33% of the total Block area should be applicable  for 
Permanent Production Installations only and not for all Cases, viz: Offshore drilling 
activities within 12 nautical miles, Onshore temporary drilling activities and when the 
entire Project is executed in forest lands 

16) Clarification on EC Validity for O&G E&P Projects Vice-versa CTO Grants by 
PCB/PCCs- Grant of CTOs denied in some States even after putting the part of the 
Project activities into Production within 10 years validity period of EC   

17) An uniform SOP need to be formulated for grant of B2 Category Exploratory ECs –As 
the present evaluation/ approval process varies from State to State 

18)  Validity of EC for O&G E&P Projects is only 10 years with provision of extension by 
max one year, whereas PML blocks are normally allotted by GoI for 20 years- To 
consider for making EC validity Coterminous with the validity period of PML  

19) Validity of CCR ( Certified Compliance Report) for Expansion Projects to be increased 
from 1 year to 3 years in line with the validity of EIA Report and PH proceeding are 
made 3 yrs vide OM dtd 08.06.2022 

20) Whether NPV @ 2% still payable while granting O&G PMLs involving Forest lands in 
pursuance to OM dtd 24.06.2015 ? Since FC approval from Central Govt under section 
2(1) (iii) of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhinyam, 1980 has been abolished 
under new FC Regulations and at present no provision available in PARIVESH portal 
for on-line payment of NPVs prior to grant of PML by the respective State/UT Govt.  

21) Request for formulation of a “Standard Check List for raising EDS Queries” against 
FC proposals- Repeated EDSs are raised against the same proposals at various levels  

22)  Suggestions for resolving the CA land non-availability issue in NER  

23) Wildlife Management Plan not to be insisted by EAC (Industry-2) while considering ‘A’ 
category EC proposals - As preparation and Implementation of Wildlife Management 
Plan is the responsibility of the State/UT Govts and UAs only have to deposit 2% of 
the total Project Cost in ‘CAMPA’ fund towards the said account (OM 08.06.2022) 

24) In Assam, CTE is not granted till EC is accorded for the Project- A clarification OM 
required from the Ministry 

25)  May consider for abolishing submission of 6 monthly EC Compliance Report for 
Projects declared Financial Closures and the Project is put into Operational services 
and monitored with CTO under Air & water Acts  

26) CTE need to be Exempted for the Projects having EC / applied for EC- CPCB already 
issued guidelines in this respect on 02.02.2017 and 02.11.2018  

27)  Preparation of Digitised Map for Forest and Wildlife areas in NER 

Request for Resolving the Two Long Pending Issues of NER:  

1) OIL is not getting possession of 7.111 ha Forest lands due to encroachments in 
Locations KUP & KUL in Ningru PML under Diyun Circle of Changlang district in 
Arunachal Pradesh-   Final FC granted on 25th February, 2021 

2) Regularization of FC Violation Case for 30 drilling locations (31.79 Ha) in Kharsang 
PML of GeoEnpro Petroleum Ltd in Arunachal Pradesh awaited since 2019 even after 
settlement of Rs 12.57 cr as Panel CA  and Panel NPV as per directive of Central Govt 
while granting FC vide letter dtd 27.09.2017 under section 2(iii) of FCA, 1980 for the 
purpose of granting PML by the State Govt of Arunachal Pradesh 



“Goa Foundation Case Judgement of 
Supreme Court” on “Ban of Mining 

Activities” inside PA or within 1
Km from boundary of the PA

Not applicable for O&G E&P activities in reference to Supreme 
Court’s order dtd 07.09.2017 on OIL’s ERD Projects



 
Extraction of Natural Gas / Oil Can not be considered as ‘Mining’ in 
terms of Hon'ble Supreme Court order dated 04.08.2006 in IA 1000 in 
WP (C) No. 202/1995- Hence “Ban on Mining Activities” inside PAs and 
within 1 Km from the Boundary of the PAs  in compliance to “Goa 
Foundation Case Judgement” of Supreme Court dtd 21.04.2014 in IA-
1000 of WP (C) No. 202/1995  followed with last order of Supreme Court 
dtd 26.04.2023 is not applicable for O&G E&P activities   

A) Operational Frameworks: O&G E&P Activities and 
Conventional Mining Activities 

§ Extraction of “Mineral Oils” (Petroleum Oil & Natural Gas) governed under 
Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Act, 1948 and Mining of other 
“Minerals” governed under First Schedule of MMDR Act, 1957- Distinct 
Constitutional, Legislative and Operational frameworks prevails  

Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Amendment Act, 2024 passed in Rajya 
Sabha on 03.12.2024 clarifies that Extraction of “Mineral Oils” (Petroleum Oil 
& Natural Gas) is not ‘Mining’ activities 

§ Regulations 3 (aa) & 3(b) of MMDR Act, 1957 Excludes “Mineral Oil (Natural 
Gas and Petroleum Oil)” from the purview of the MMDR Act, 1957 

§  Under purview of Forest Regulations, O&G E&P Activities are presently treated at 
par with Coal, Iron and other mining activities performed under purview of  MMDR 
Act, 1957, which attracts “Goa Foundation Case Judgement” of S’Court dtd 
21.04.2014 in IA-1000 of WP (C) No. 202/1995 followed with its subsequent order 
dtd 26.04.2023 but no way this judgement attracts O&G E&P activities 

§ Under EIA Notification, 2006, Oil & Gas E&P activities are considered as 
“Industrial Project” under schedule 1(b) and  Mining Projects are categorised 
in EIA Notification under schedule 1(a)  

B) Supreme Court’s Final Judgement dtd 07.09.2017 in OIL’s ERD Project 
beneath Dibru-Saikhowa NP, Assam 

‘Goa Foundation Case’ judgement dtd 21.04.2014 is not applicable for 
OIL’s ERD Project (O&G  E&P activities) since ‘Goa Foundation Case’ 
judgement is applicable only to Open Cast/ Surface Mining Leases granted 
under MMDR Act, 1957 and Oil Mining Leases are granted under Oilfields 
(Regulation and Development) Act, 1948  



 

 
B.1) Supreme Court awarded Final Judgement on 07.09.2017 for OIL’s 
      ERD Project beneath Dibru-Saikhowa NP, Assam based on followings:  

§ Recommendation of CEC vide its Report dtd 09.05.2016 against IAs 
3934 of 2016 and IA 3788 of 2014 in WP(C) no 202 of 1995- CEC 
Clarified  in Para (6) and (7) of the Report that, ‘Goa Foundation Case’ 
judgement is not applicable for ERD campaign of OIL to drill 7 wells to 
access Hydrocarbon Reservoir beneath Dibru-Saikhowa NP in Assam 
and use of this technology in no way adversely Impact the Flora and 
Fauna around the NP 

§ SC-NBWL approved the Project in its 44th meeting held on 29.07.2017 
in conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015 and Supreme 
Court’s Directive to SC-NBWL vide its order dtd 28.07.2017 for OIL’s 
ERD Project 

 

CEC’s Report dtd 09.05.2016 



 



 

Supreme Court’s Approval for OIL’s ERD Project vide Order dtd 07.09.2017  



 

 



C) Chronology of approval of OIL’s ERD Project by SC-NBWL and then by 
Supreme Court  

Supreme Court passed Six orders to SC-NBWL/MoEF&CC including 
imposing a fine of Rs 25,000/- to MoEF&CC prior to its Final Judgement dtd 
07.09.2017 against OIL’s ERD Project  in IAs 3934 of 2016 and IA 3788 of 2014 
are as follows: 

§ Supreme Court’s order dtd 10.05.2016: Directed SC-NBWL for consideration of 
OIL’s ERD Project for due approval or submit a report to the Court, if found 
the proposal is not worth for acceptance/approval 

§ Supreme Court’s orders dtd 03.03.2017 and 13.04.2017: Directed SC-NBWL to 
furnish Report within 4 weeks time against OIL’s ERD project in reference to its 
earlier order dtd 10.05.2016  

§ Supreme Court’s order dtd 09.05.2017: Imposed a fine of Rs 25,000/- to 
MoEF&CC, since no report was forwarded by MoEF&CC to the Apex court against 
its previous Three orders   

§ OIL’s ERD proposal was listed for first time for hearing in the 42nd meeting of SC-
NBWL held on 15.05.2017 and Chief Wildlife Warden (CWLW), Assam was 
directed to send his report latest by 31.05.2017- CWLW vide his report dtd 
24.05.2017 negated the OIL’s proposal which MoEF&CC submitted to Supreme 
Court through affidavit on 06.07.2017 and OIL submitted reply affidavit to Supreme 
Court on 12.07.2017  

§ Supreme Court’s order dtd 17.07.2017: Directed Member Secretary, SC-NBWL 
to resolve the OIL’s ERD Proposal issue once for all by convening a meeting on 
24th July,2017 at 11:00 hrs by inviting OIL, Commissioner & Secretary (Env & 
Forests), Govt of Assam and Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam  

§ Member Secretary, SC-NBWL accordingly convened a meeting on 24.07.2017 
under Chairmanship of DGF&SS, MoEF&CC which along with OIL was attended 
by Addl Chief Secretary, GoA, Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam and it was 
directed to CWLW to send its revised report at the earliest so that OIL’s proposal 
can be listed/approved in SC-NBWL meeting scheduled on 29.07.2017   

§ Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam recommended OIL’s ERD Proposal on 26.07.2017, 
which was submitted by MoEF&CC to Supreme Court on 27.07.2017 intimating 
that same will be taken up on 29.07.2017 

§ Supreme Court’s order dtd 28.07.2017: Directed SC-NBWL to decide on the 
ERD proposal of OIL in its scheduled meeting on 29.07.2017 and intimate the 
Court its decision before next hearing scheduled on 14.08.2017  

§ SC-NBWL approved OIL’s ERD project in its 44th meeting held on 29.07.2017 
in conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015 and in compliance to 
Supreme Court’s directive vide order dtd 28.07.2017 

§ Supreme Court vide its order dtd 07.09.2017 approved the OIL’s ERD project 
based on CEC’s Report dtd 09.05.2016 (recommended non-applicability of “ Goa 
Foundation Case Judgement”) and approval of the same by SC-NBWL in its 44th 
meeting held on 29.07.2017 

In spite of going through above approval process - FC proposal for OIL’s ERD Project 
applied on 04.09.2017 has been rejected by FAC on 04.07.2024  

 



Rejection of OIL’s ERD Project is a Loss to Nation: 

 7 ERD wells proposed by OIL was to produce 700 KL Crude Oil per day which in turn 
intended to save about Rs. 450 crores of foreign currency per annum towards import 
of crude oil and approx. Rs 225 crores per annum likely to contribute to the State and 
Central exchequer in the form of taxes etc 

D) Other Legal Perspectives :Extraction of Natural Gas / Oil Can not be 
considered as ‘Mining’ in terms of Hon'ble Supreme Court order dated 
04.08.2006 in IA 1000 in WP (C) No. 202/1995 

§ Legal Opinions also given earlier by SGI (14th May, 2021) , Addl SGI (22nd 
June, 2017) and Advocate General of Tripura (6th May, 2019) - Extraction of 
Natural Gas / Oil Can not be considered as ‘Mining’ in terms of Hon'ble 
Supreme Court order dated 04.08.2006 in IA 1000 in WP (C) No. 202/1995 

§ Supreme Court vide its order dtd 05.10.2015 Empowered Standing 
Committee of National Board for Wildlife (SC-NBWL) to approve Projects inside 
the PAs in Conformity to “Goa Foundation Case Judgement” and its other 
orders dtd 14.02.2000, 16.12.2002, 13.11.2000, 9.5.2002, 25.11.2005 and 
14.09.2007 etc- It clarified that Decision of SC-NBWL is binding for all and 
only CEC can challenge SC-NBWL’s decision by flinging appropriate 
application before the Supreme Court 
Hence Project approved by SC-NBWL in conformity to “ Goa Foundation Case 
in compliance to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015 can’t be rejected without 
further referring the matter to Supreme Court through CEC 

§ In conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd 05.10.2015, SC-NBWL 
approved following O&G E&P projects: 

i) Projects within 1 Km from the boundary of the PA in Assam was 
approved by SC-NBWL in the 43rd meeting (27.06.2017), which 
previously was rejected in the SC-NBWL’s 42nd meeting (15.05.2017), 
considering ‘Mining’ and applicability of Goa Foundation case   

ii) OIL’s ERD Project deep beneath the forest surface of PA in Assam  was 
approved in SC-NBWL’s 44th meeting (29.07.2017) as per chronology 
appraised above  

iii) Seven Projects inside PA in Tripura was provisionally approved first in 
SC-NBWL’s 52nd meeting (10.01.2019) was given final approval in  SC-
NBWL’s 65th meeting (24.09.2021) after obtaining due legal opinions on 
‘Mining’ or not from SGI and Advocate General of Tripura  

iv) Approved two project Inside PA in Tripura in SC-NBWL’s 71st meeting 
(29.12.2022) in respect to approval of above projects 

SC-NBWL approved these Four projects after due confirmation that, O&G  E&P 
activities can not be considered as ‘Mining’ in terms of Hon'ble Supreme Court order 
dated 04.08.2006 in IA 1000 in WP (C) No. 202/1995 and thus ‘Goa Foundation Case’ 
judgement dtd 21.04.2014 is not applicable for O&G  E&P activities- As on date, except 
Project no (i) referred above, rest three are stands as ‘Rejected’  
 



E) Request to MoEF&CC for Reconsideration of FC Proposals rejected for 
following Three cases which were  approved by SC-NBWL in conformity to “Goa 
Foundation Case Judgement” and in conformity to Supreme Court’s order dtd 
05.10.2015  

1) Rejected in 2024: ERD FC Proposal of OIL to drill 7 wells beneath Dibru-
saikhowa NP Assam, approved by SC-NBWL in its 44th meeting on 29.07.2017 
and Supreme Court also accorded its approval for it vide order dtd 07.09.2017- 
FAC rejected the proposal in the meeting held on 4th July, 2024 
(FP/AS/MIN/28749/2017)  

2) Rejected in 2023: 2 FC proposals of ONGC for drilling locations TIDG & TIDC 
inside Trishna WLS, Tripura,  approved by SC-NBWL in its 71st meeting held 
on 29.12.2022 returned to State vide RO’s letter dtd 30.08.2023 
(FP/TR/MIN/13523/2015 and FP/TR/MIN/13520/2015) 

3) Rejected in 2022: 4 FC proposals of ONGC for drilling locations TIAC, TIDF, 
TIDE & TIDA inside Trishna WLS, Tripura, approved by SC-NBWL in its 65th 
meeting held on 24.09.2021 returned to State vide RO’s letter dtd 11.11.2022 
(FP/TR/MIN/13529/2015, FP/TR/MIN/13527/2015 , FP/TR/MIN/13525/2015 
and FP/TR/MIN/13524/2015 ) 

F) Extraction of O&G E&P activities are equated at par with Coal, Iron and 
other Mining activities under purview of Forest Regulations, where Coal, 
Iron and other Mining activities are governed under MMDR Act, 1957, which 
doesn’t include ‘Mineral Oil ( Oil & Gas)’ 

§ “Mining” related all OM /Guidelines framed by the Ministry under 
purview of the ‘Forest Regulations’ are Exclusively specific to MMDR 
Act, 1957 only and  Extraction of O&G E&P activities are equated at par 
with Coal, Iron and other Mining activities performed under purview of 
MMDR ACT, 1957  

§ Supreme Court’s order dtd 08.08.2014 in conjunction with CEC’s report 
dtd 25.02.2014 against IA-3627 of 2013, well clarified in Para 6(vi) and 
Para (8) of CEC’s Report that- Oil & Gas E&P activities Grossly Differ 
Materially from the “Mining of Minerals” under provision of the 
MMDR Act, 1957- It also spelt clearly that, Guidelines issued by 
MoEF&CC from time to time regarding payment of the NPV etc in 
respect to Mining Leases granted under the MMDR Act, 1957 only and 
no such guidelines have so far been issued for Oil PML blocks granted 
under purview of Petroleum and Natural Gas Rules, 1959  

§  Forest Advisory Committee also Realized in its meetings held on 
23.04.2019 and 31.07.2019 that, Equating O&G E&P Activities with 
Coal, Iron and other Mining activities is not Justified:  

o The guidelines related to Exploration and Developmental 
activities in the forest areas for hydrocarbon sector had been 
deliberated many times in MoEF&CC but still there are certain 
issues related to Hydrocarbon sector which needs to be resolved 
for which MoEF&CC is receiving repeated requests from 
stakeholders of Hydrocarbon sectors for appropriate 



modifications in the existing guidelines of MoEF&CC – Quotes 
from MoM 

o Exploration activities in hydrocarbon sector is equated with the 
Exploration activities in Coal and Iron sector for the purpose 
of  Diversion of forest land under the provisions of FCA 1980 -This 
has apparently created many difficulties in obtaining FC 
approvals– Quotes from MoM 

o Prospecting (including Seismic Surveys) and Exploration 
activities in Hydrocarbon Sector cannot be Regulated as per 
general guidelines meant for Mining of other Minerals under 
MMDR Act, 1957 – Quotes from MoM 
 

 

 

Abstract from Minutes FAC Mee?ng Held on 23.04.2019  



 
After obtaining legal opinion from Dept of Legal Affairs Secretary, MoPNG vide 
above DO letter dtd 9th January, 2020  requested Secretary, MoEF&CC -To frame 
different Forest Regulations for O&G Upstream sector instead of treating it at par with 
the ‘ Mining Operations’ carried out under MMDR Act, 1957, viz Coal, Iron, Manganese 
etc -Ministry vide OM dtd 03.11.2022 introduced “Mining of Mineral Oil” a 
separate category in PARIVESH Portal for submission of FC applications for O&G 
E&P projects- But O&G E&P projects are still treated under FC Regulations at par with 
the coal, Iron, Manganese  mining activities administrated under MMDR Act, 1957 

Secretary, MoPNG’s DO leMer dtd 09.01.2020 to Secretary, MoEF&CC 



 
 

Introduction of “Mining of Mineral Oil” a separate category in PARIVESH Portal vide OM dtd 03.11.2022  



In above backdrop, we request Ministry for Consideration of followings: 
1) MoEF&CC may consider to make separate provisions and guidelines for 

granting Forest Clearance to Oil & Gas E&P projects, as requested by the 
Secretary, MoPNG vide hid DO letter dtd 09.01.2020 to the Secretary, 
MoEF&CC after obtaining due opinion from Department of Legal Affairs- 
Instead of Equating Oil & Gas E&P activities at par with Coal and other Mining 
activities performed under purview of First Schedule of MMDR Act, 1957  

Note: 

i) With implementation of Oilfields (Regulation and Development) 
Amendment Act, 2024 (already passed in Rajya Sabha on 03.12.2024), 
O&G E&P Activities no more by default also can be considered as 
‘Mining’ like coal, iron etc  

ii) Framing of separate FC Regulations for O&G E&P activities may be 
considered in line with the Oil Mines Regulation,1984 (amended in 2017) 
formulated under Mines Act, 1952 to monitor Safety and Labor Welfares 
related issues associated with O&G E&P Activities -Similar modalities 
may be thought of under purview of Van (Sanrakshan Evam 
Samvardhan) Adhinyam, 1980   

2) To consider for amendment of OM dtd 12.09.2023 on ‘FC Exemption for ERD 
Projects’ and FC may be exempted for O&G ERD Projects beneath Forest 
Surfaces of PAs / ESZ areas of PAs / Sensitive Corridors and Other Wildlife 
Sensitive areas in line with exemption permitted for RFs vide OM dtd 
12.09.2023  

3) Reconsideration for approving following FC Proposals approved by SC-NBWL 
and Rejected by FC Division/FAC:  

i) Rejected in 2024: ERD FC Proposal of OIL to drill 7 wells beneath Dibru-
Saikhowa NP Assam, approved by SC-NBWL in its 44th meeting on 
29.07.2017 and Supreme Court also accorded its approval for it vide 
order dtd 07.09.2017- FAC rejected the proposal in the meeting held on 
4th July, 2024 (FP/AS/MIN/28749/2017)  

ii) Rejected in 2023: 2 FC proposals of ONGC for drilling locations TIDG 
& TIDC inside Trishna WLS, Tripura,  approved by SC-NBWL in its 71st 
meeting held on 29.12.2022 returned to State vide RO’s letter dtd 
30.08.2023 (FP/TR/MIN/13523/2015 and FP/TR/MIN/13520/2015) 

iii) Rejected in 2022: 4 FC proposals of ONGC for drilling locations TIAC, 
TIDF, TIDE & TIDA inside Trishna WLS, Tripura, approved by SC-NBWL 
in its 65th meeting held on 24.09.2021 returned to State vide RO’s letter 
dtd 11.11.2022 (FP/TR/MIN/13529/2015, FP/TR/MIN/13527/2015 , 
FP/TR/MIN/13525/2015 and FP/TR/MIN/13524/2015 ) 

 
 



Forest Clearance Approval Patterns 
in NE States of Arunachal Pradesh, 

Assam and Tripura

Prior to Enactment of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules, 
2023 wef 01.12.2023
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19 Recommendations of the 1st 
Edition of the NE Regional Workshop 

held on 21st October, 2019

Forwarded to Centre vide RO, MoEF&CC’s letter
dated 11th December, 2019



Top Recommendations After 1st Edition of Workshop
Held on 21 October, 2019
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Maps Showing Oil Blocks Falling 
Within 50 Km Territorial Jurisdiction 

of BSF from International Borders
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